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BY SANDRA ARMBRUSTER
OAXLAND COUNTY RDITOR

Elizabeth Tobin was 11 years
aold in 1893 when ahe talked with
her father, Rollin, before his hip
replacoment surgery at South-
field's Providence Hospital.

Now 15, she told jurors Tues-
dny in tho wrongt'ul death case

said Tobin’e daughter Susan
Myszenski, an Oakland County
sheriff's doeputy working in
Rochester Hills, “It was not a
normal situation. I tried to make
a joko. Ho (Tobin) aaid to take
care of my mother and brother
and aister.”

Alnn teatifying wos another
of Tobin, Kass Moore,

filed ags ice by the
estate of hor futhar that she
“alwnys wanted him to dance at
my wedding. We talked nbout
how he could walk me down the
nisle, if he went through the
surgery,”

Tcbin, a West Bloomfield resi-
dent and Southficld public safoty
dircttor at the time, underwent
two operations Nav. 12, 1983 —
the'first for hip replacement
surgery, the second to stop
bleeding. He died the following
marhing after blood contaminat-
ed with bacteria was adminis-
teredt during the first operation.

Attorneys for Providence have
said they will show that they
had permission to give the blood
and that, once given, administra-
tioon of antibiotics. would not
huve saved hir.

Friends and Tobin's four chil-
dren-and wife testified in tho
second week of the trial in the
Ouk‘nnd County circuit court-
roori.of Judge Denise Langford-
Moryis.

ARer the firet operation, “you
coulg:tell my father was scared,”

Moore told the jury that she had
stayed at the hospital {rom the
time of the first surgery until 3
a.m, the following morning. She
left to go home for n shower and
brief rest, Moore said.

Back ot home, “I had a dream
that I was needed at the hospi-
tal,” Moore snid. *1 called the
hospital and talked with a nurse
who said my father waan't doing
well and it was best that I come
back, Whon 1 got back, he was
still alive but he was uncon-
scious,”

Both Moorc and sister Myszen-
ski talked about Tobin's appear-
ancoe at that time.

“He didn't look like my father.
He was very blonted. He was
grossly distorted . . . He was
pumped up like a balloon,”
Myszenski said.

At that point, according to
family members, hospital per-
sonnel ushered them into a con-
ference room ond told them that
they needed to stabilize Tobin,

“They made us leave because
he hed quit breathing. They said

it would be just a minute while
thoy stabilized him,” Moore said.
“A couple of minutes later, they
said he had died.”

Friends and family membors
teatified that Tobin only wanted
his own blood used during
surgery and that he had donated
three pints for that purpose
before the surgery. .

When a fourth unit was nced-
ed during the first surgery, hos-
pitn] personnel asked Tobin’s
wife, Jan, for permission to use
blood from the general supply.
Family members asked if they
could donate, since they were of
the same blood type, but were
told that there wasn't time.

From hoapital records, the
family later learned that tho
fourth unit of blood “already had
becn given when they came out
and asked for permiasiun,” Jan
‘Tobin teatified.

On cross examination, Provi-
dence 8h

Fémily recalls hospital asks to give blood

Observer and Eccentric Nowspa-
pers. Murphy was testifying on
the basis of his peroonal rela-
tionship with the Tobin family,
according to attorney Karen
Bridges from the firm of Wise
and Marsac, and the plaintiff'a
attorney, Goorge CGoogasian,
Bridges firm roprosenta Home-
town Newepapers, the parcnt
company of The Observer and
Eccentric Nowspapors.

Murphy recounted talking
with Tobin, a former premedical
student, about his blood dona-
tion. Murphy said he had kept
in contact with Jan Tobin after
her husband's death, and he
asked the medical examiner for
information as well. Murphy
snid he was shocked and puzzled
by Tobin’s death,

Meanwhile, Tobin's doctor
tried to arrange a mesting
between the hospital and the
;gbm family for March 11, 1984,

questioned Jan Tobin about
aigned release forms from her
husband, wn.noned by hur,
which i ] to

ting was dolayed until
March 30. However, after a story
by reporter Murphy in

Hearings air

prison

BY Ti¥ RICHARD
Brayy Wrrmze

State prison workers unloaded
hours of complaints against Gov.
John Engler's administration
when two state represcntatives
hald o public hearing in Jackson.

‘Things have steadily worsened
aince 1991 under Gov. John
Engler and Corrections director
Ken McGinnis, they told Reps.
John Freeman, D-Madinon
Heights, and Eileen DeHart, D-
Westland.

“1 spent five years behind the
Iron Curtain in Poland,” said
John Kndola. nctmg chml’ pay-

WOES

er.”

Devine, who spent 22 yeara s - -
n parole end probation officer,
cited three reasons for regidi- :
vism: “A certain percentage arc
criminals, (others have problems
with) substonce abuse, and men-

tal and Ehym‘cnl health, There's

‘lot of horror stories,” he said,
citing prisonera with closed-hend
injuries that prompt criminal
behavior,

: “It's just your basic, conserva-
tive, Republican, Mackinac Cen-
ter attitude,” said Devine of tho
administration. .

Nuru Kathleen McFarland |
of health

the R and
Guidance Centcr through which
all 40,000 inmates pass bofore
being assigned. to onc of 36 cor-
roctiona facilitica,

Tha Observer and Eccentric
on March 17 reveal-

o |
administor blood from the gener-
al supply. At least 17 units of
blood, plasma and platelets
cventually were administered, A
continuing objection from the
plaintiffs also was entered into
the record.

Also testifying on Monday was
Pat Murphy, a reporter for The

ing that an amendsd death cer-
tificate had been issued, chang-
ing the cause of death from natu-
ral to sepsis from contaminated
blood, the meeting wns moved up
to that same day.

After aeeing & copy of the
death certificate, *I feit they had
killed him,” Jan Tobin testified,
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Why the

TERNET

has a lot in common L

with your uncle in Cleveland.

Ameritech.net’

‘When you pick up the phone to call someone,
you expect to connect the first time, every
time. And, thanks to more than a century of
experience. Ameritech has the know-how to

meet your expectations.

At Ameritech.net; we're also committed to
providing consistent scrvice when you go
online: we believe connecting to the Internet
should be fast, easy and reliable.

The result of this commitment Is that you get
the information you want, when you want it,
without the busy signals and dlsconnects.

1f you think getting online should be as simple
as calling your uncle in Cleveland, we invite
you to try Ameritech.net” free for 30 days.
Just call 1-800-879-7778 ext. 40, or visit our
site at www.ameritech.net to download your

free software,

It's not exactly like calling your uncle in
Cleveland. But at least you can hang up on
the Intemet without causing a family feud.

CINT Jomriach, . ll-dnmrnu-ﬂx'nm—ldmm\
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Your LIKK T4 BETTER COMMUNICATION
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"I was followed and chased by
the KGB, both Polish and Rua-
sian. The peychological atmo-
sphere (in Corrections), nt thia
time and in this administration,
is like the Iron Curtain,” Kndela
said.

Employees ara blackmailed,
asked to betray friends, subject
to conspiracies to get them fired
and exposed to “countless acta of
vacism. I will bo testifying in
court,” Kadela said.

Hard to believe

Freeman, chair of the Houso
Correctiona Committee, will be
term-limited out in 19898, Ho was
clearly stunned by the prison
workers’ outpouringa.

“I'm a Democrat and don't like
Engler. But I have a hard time

belioving Engler is telling '

McGinnis to do this,” said Free-
man, who frecly acknowledged
his political ambitions and pro-
unionism.

care . , S:ck people around the
state are shipped to Jhckson so
their (private contractors’) fig-
ures look good.”

Little job training
Dovine and othera said there
are no skilled trades offerings. -7
Fred Ziegler, who works at the "/
South Complex, said, *We have
no vocational training. We have

aex offenders and train 'em in - .

accounting and computors. Do .
you think an omployer is going
to hire them in an office full of .
wamen?*

Ziegler said outside facilitators
from Alcoholica Anonymous and
Narcotics Anonymous have been -
limited. .

Harry Visschler, a Tecumeeh -
resident who ministers to
inmates serving drug sentences,
aaid non-English speaking
inmates aren't taught Engliah.
“We are filling our prisons with a
lot of non-violent criminals,” he
said. “We're the only stato with a

lifer (natural life sentence) law * -4

for 660 grams (of drugs).” R
Ch:rlcu Feigel, who wc.z:ku in

Freeman sought on
how to reduce the rate of recidi-
vism — 82 percent of parolecs
are back in prison in twe to four
years — and got a :anpln of sam-
plea,

“Weo croate passive, dependent
individuals,” paychologist Kadela
said. “They're incapable of rein-
tegration into society. This
{Michigan Corrections) syatem is
run on the punishment model”
with no positive reinforcement.
He quoted high prison officials
aa referring to *shiftless, lazy,
stupid blacks,”

“The prisoners are not stupid.
They know when employees are
being haraszed,” Kadela said.

Michael Devine, an official of
UAW Local 6000, which repre-
sents many state workers, urged
Freeman and DeHart to put pris-
aner health “on the front burn-

the p

Center, said & Braille transcrib-
ing service is being shut down.
“Last year it produced a million
pages of achool books,” he said.

When a House staff member
said that the Braille program
wes preserved in the new state
budget, Feigel replied, “It's not
running. The computers are in
storage.”

Fretman heald the hearing
near the prison complex in the
Jackson County Road Commis-
sion office. He reminded the
audience that his i3 a policy com-
mittee and not equipped to
{nicm;mnnnge the prison admin-
istration,

“I'm very apprchensive about
getting involved in internal
union business,” said Frecman,
but he asked for specific com-
plaints in writing 80 he could fol-
low through.

Surgery
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Excimer
Laser
Myopic
Surgery

Now you can decrease your
dependency on glasses or
contacts at a great low price!

* First in Michigan to do RK

¢ First in Michigan to do
Excimer Laser Surgery
¢ First in Michigan to make
Excimer Laser Surgery
Affordable

MICHIGAN EYECARE INSTITUTE

Where knowle ge kas real ualue.
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