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Enchantmg New Orleans
offers book lovers a feast

All of us need
a change now
and then, so
let's go in a
slightly different
direction with
the column this
time around and
talk about writ-
ing and writera
with no special
Michigan con-
nections.

Since I just
returned from a brief trip to
enchanting Now Orleans, how
about a few comments on how
this highly unique city haa col-
ored and continues to color
American literature?

It you're planning a trip to the
Crescent City anytime soon (or
even if you're not), one of the
best waya to pick up on its “fla-
vor” is to read John Kennedy
Toole’'s “A Confederacy of
Dunces.” The IBBO Puhtzer Prize

VICTORIA
DIAZ

18th contury.

In the 1920s, William Faulkn-
er penned his first novel, “A Sol-
dicr's Pay,” not in his native
Misaissippi but in a Pirate Alloy
townhause overlooking the tcem-
ing streets of the Fronch Quar-
ter. Sherwood Anderson worked
nearby during that exciting era
as did Erskine Caldwell,
Gertrude Stein, Ernest Heming-
way and John Dos Passos. Just a
bit later, Truman Capote would
get his start in tho place called
Storyville.

“They told me to take a street-
car namad Desire, transfer to
one celled Cemotery, ride six
blocks and get off at Elysmn
Fields.”

With these words, Tannwasua
Williams’ ethereal horoine,
Blanche Dubois, introduces her-
gelf in his classic drama “A
Streetcar Named Desire,” which
Williams created and set in the
Vmux Cnrrn His later, hlghly
o Roso Tattoo” is

winner
a full 11 years after Toole's trag-
ic suicide) brings New Orleans to
sparkling life. On its pages, you
will find the city's people, its
places, its food, its music, its
dialecta and speech patterns
(don't expect plain old Southern
drawl from native Orleanians).
Also on these pages you can
expect plenty of fun and a plot of
the first order. With its motley,
irresistible cast headed by the
corpulent Ignatius J. Reilly and
his exasperated mom (*What
I'm gonna do, babe?"), “A Confed-
eracy of Dunces” is the literary
equivalent of a luscious New
Orleans “proh-leen.”

For morc New Orloans-
inspired literature, soek out
Mark Twain's “Life on tho Mis-
gissippi,” in which he devotes no
fower than 10 chapters to how it
was in the closing days of the

played againat the same back-
drop. Williams spent most of his
writing hours in those days in an
apartment on Rue St. Peter,
between Royal and Chartres
{pronounced “Charters” by the
natives).

Readers who pored over the
blockbuster novels of the *40s,
‘508 and ‘608 will clearly recall
Frances Parkinson Keyes, who
created her moat successful fic-
tion, “Dinner at Antoine's,” while
living at 1113 Chartres St. The
cottage still stands, as does
Antoine's. Both are accessible to
the pubic,

Most recently, prolific Anne
Rice lives, works and sets much
of her hot-selling fiction on the
atrects and in the somotimes
dark corners and alleys of her
native city.

“Honey, she’s the hottest thing

in town,” declared ane of the tour
guides we encountered, speaking
obout Rice. That scems to be
pretty close to the mark. The
authoer of such runaway beat-
acllera o8 “Interview with the
Vampire” and “The Vampire
Lestat™ even has several guided
tours in New Orleans designed
specifically around her, her
workplace and the offbeat fiction
she crentes.

“Ann Rice’s Very Own New
Orleans Tours” spotlight her
homes and those places in New
Orleans that have played a sig-
nificant role in her work. Tour
buses pick up travelers at their
hotel and bring them back after
nbout five hours of literary aight-
seeing. Lunch — at the famous
Commander's Palace - is includ-
ed. The affair is priced some-
where in the neighborhood of
$80 and another, sharter, tour
goes for $20. Via these tours,
Rice readers can view her child-
hood home at 2301 St. Charles in
the lush Garden District or ace
her present digs which were
known in another lifetime dt St.
Elizabeth’s Church plus St.
Alphonsus Church, where she
was baptized shortly after her
birth in 1941, and other influen-
tial landmarks. Speaking of the
toney Garden District where she
grew up, Rice has been heard to
comment, rather casually:
“l:jduny of the houscs are haunt-
ed.” '

Last words: Speaking of the
netherworld, young readers will
be happy to know that West
Bloomfield author Ingrid
Tomoy’s fourth novel has just
reached bookstores. “The Queen
of Dreamland” tells the atory of
Julie Solus, who, at 14, discovers
that her birth mother is o for-
tune teller. Tomey’s last book
was “Savage Carrot.”

Golfer Snead shares wisdom

The Game | Love
By Sam Snead
(Ballantine Books, $18.95)

BY HUGH GALLAGHER
BTAFF WRITER

He was arguably the greatest
golfer of all time, certainly his
liat of achievements is awe
inapiring to any weekend hacker
who has tried to tame a golf
course.

In the '40s and 508 Sam’

Sncad helped take professional
galf to new heights of popularity.
He formed the first of golf's tri-
umvirates of top golfers with
Byron Nelson and Ben Hogan.

Snead was as casy-going and
charming as Hogan was taciturn
and closed. They made a wonder-
ful contrasting pair who fought it
nut m tournament after tourna-
me

This little book is subtidcd
“wisdom, insight and instruction
from golf's greatest player.”
Written with human perfor-
manee coach Fran Pirozzolo,
“The Game I Love” ia a sories of
short pieces on the game, famous
tournaments, fellow players and
players who came before (Bobby
Jones) and aftor (Nicklaus,
Palmer, Tiger Woods). He also
comments on the golfing of some
non-professionals — Richard
Nixon, not very good, and Dan
Quayle, a talented nmateur, He
gives interesting accounts of his
famous match ups with Hogan
and talks about his disappoint-
ment when Hogan was named
golfer of the year during Snead'a

t year.

The heart of the book is on golf
techniques and mental
approach. Snead explains his
grip, atance and .strategy. He
also talks about visioning, a pro-
cess he did long before people
like Pirozzolo gave it a name. As

Sam Snaad

a bonus the tiny book has a cor-
ner flip book that shows Snead’s
remarkable swing in action,

How great was Sam Snead, He
won three Master'a, thrce PGA
tournaments and a British Open
{only the U.S. Open eluded him
of tha major tournaments). He
was named to nine Ryder Cup
teams and captained threc. He
won a rocord 185 tournaments
aver six decades, finished second
83 timea, third 54 times and in
the top 10 358 times, He has had
a hole in one with every club in
his bag but the putter,

At 85, Snead has a lot of wis-
;i'?m to pass along about golf and

ife.

Here are some selections:

On the yips: “If you use your
small muscles and aro a wrist
putter, I think you are headed
for the yips. If you're constantly
standing over short putts won-
dering if the devil will visit you —
you've got them.

“What are the yips, you alk?
Bob Jones asked the same ques-

BOOK HAPPENINGS

tion of a legendory player once in
England, who aaid, ‘Sonny, yau'll
know ‘em when you get ‘em.’ It's
true. In my opinion, the less said
about this problem, the botter!”

On practice: “When you're hit-
ting the ball well while you're
practicing you should quit. Don't
hit too many balls because even-
tually you'll fall right back into
the problem you were trying to
get out of™

On rival Ben Hogan: "Ben was
a mystery to me. He could be cor-
dial and poised, but as I say, he
gave away less of himself than
any man I've ever known.”

On Tiger Woods: *About 15
years ago, just past my 70th
birthday, I played two holes with
a cute little 6-year-old named
Tiger Woods. You know what?
He swung the club similar to the
way he swings today. I have to
laugh a little because that's
what people have been telling
me about my swing for years -
it haen't changed. A golf swing is
like a personality — once it
forms, it atays fundamentally
the same. You could sny it only
gets better or worse. Tiger's got-
ten better, as his banker would
certainly agree.”

On comparing golfers: “I don't
think you can compare playcrs
from different oras because so
many things have changed. ... If
Hogon, Nelson and I were in our
absolute primes touay, hitting
the ball exactly the way we did
in the forties and fiftics, we
would be very competitive, If
Nicklaus was also in his prime,
he would be the best of ua. He
was a long straight driver, and
he waa u great putter.”

Sam Snead will be signing his
book 7:30 p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 28,
at the Rochester Hills Borders
Books and Music Store, 1122 S,
Rochester Road.

Book Hppenings featires vari-
ous h i ¢ suburb

Monday, 0¢t. 13; Intemationa)
saminar, 10 B.m.

a
bookstores. Send news leads to
Hugh Gallagher, Observer &
Eccentric Newspapers, Inc., .
36251 Schoolcraft, Livonia, MI
48150, or fox them to (313) 591-
7279,
BORDERS (BIRMINGHAM,
WOODWARD)

Felix Resnick of the

Tuesday, Oct. 14; Aliegra
Goodman discusses “The Famity
Markowitz,” 7:50 p.m. Tuesday,
Oct. 14; Emeril LoGasse discuss-
es a creole Christmas, noon,
Wednesday, Oct, 15; the mystery
book club meets 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Oct, 15; Della
Resso, star of “Touched by an

Bloomfield Symphony preview's
the upcoming concert 1 p.m.
Sunday,Oct. 12; teacher's appre-
ciatlon night, 69 p.m. Sunday,
0ct. 12; gay and tesblon lltera-
ture discusslon group, 7:30 p.m.-

Angel,” and signs her
new book “Angels Along the
Way," 7:30 p.m. Thurscay, Oct.
16; planist Jaffrey Michaels per-
forms 7 p.m. Friday, Oct. 17;
Meet Josephina, the new
American Girl chasacter, 7 p.m.

Friday, Oct. 17; international sto-
ries 11 a.m. Saturday, Oct. 18;
Frank Mills of “Music Box
Dancer*fame performs 3 p.m.
Saturday, Oct. 18 at the store
34300 Woodward, Birmingham,
{248)-203-0005.

TALKING BOOK WORLD *
John Berendt, author of the long:
tima beatseller “Midnight In the
Garden of Good &nd Evil,” gro-
motes the naw unabridged sudio
version 4:30-7:30 p.m. Saturday,
Qct. 18, ot tho store 33366
Woodward Ave., Birmingham
(248)433-3456.



