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England shows

BY MARTY FIGLEY
SPECIAL WILUTER

(Marty Figley is the Obscrver
& Lcunmc 's At Home ﬂardcn

t. She lives in Bi 8

Imm,)

Duspite the reputation of Eng-
land for having foggy, rainy
days, our trip to England laat
May proved to be sunny and
bright, with just a touch of chill
in the air,

Upon arriving at Heathrow,
the bus whisked us northwest
through the tranquil beauty and
rolling hills te Chipping Camp-
den, a charming little village in
the Cotswolds, Hanging baskets
of petunias lined the streets. We
visited an old church and
enjoyed the local gardena, often
peeking through doerways and
finces. A garden for autiatic chil-
dren was especially nice. Thia
was our home base for four days,
from which we traveled by motor

coach 1o several outstanding gar-
dens.

Rornsley House Garden,
where Rosemary Vercy used
herbaccous plants, structure and
color to create & varicty of gar-
dens throughout the grounds,
feotures a pleached lime walk,
knot gardens, an ornamental
vegetable garden, temples and
statuary.

Blenbeim Palace, birtliplace of
Winston Churchill, is vory large
and ormate. Twao very formal gar-
dens with clipped hedges and
topiary were in the back, one
with water and the other which
was private. One aren containg
greenhouses, an herb and veg-
etable garden and is reached by
a small train.

In Stratford-on-Avon we visit-
cd William Shakespenre’s birth-
place where much of the original
structure, dating back to the
16008 can atill be seen. We

Chelsea moming: Marty Figley and her group arrived
at 8:10 a.m. at the famous Chelsea Flower Show fea-

turing 700 exhibits

GREAT ESCAPES

‘dates back to 1068. Peacacks

-.conservatory. Tho Ghost Tower

, the tour were Cranbrook gradu-’

l’

ts sunny s1d to garden group

toured the timber-framed house
that containe furniture and
paintings of tho time, the rosi-
dence of his san-in-law, Dr, John
Hall.

Warwick Castle is cannidered
by many to be tho finest
medieval castle in England. it

again. It contains more than
30,000 different plant specios,
several consorvatories and other
structures, specialty gardens
and much moro.

The focus of the trip was to
visit the famaus Chelsea Flawer
Show and we arrived at 8:10
a.m. in order to sce some of it
before the crowds got too large.
About 700 exhibits are housed in
the Great Marquee, n tent that
covers 8.6 ncres. Plants of nll
descriptions, including begonins,
roses, clematis, dahlins, fuch-
sias, vogotables and mocictics
such aa the hardy plant, carnivo-
rous, bonsai, herb, are all repre-
sented. Extravaganzas of flowers
(think Rose Bowl parade) are
created to represent villages and
Leods' “A ’I‘rvmcnl Rnt:l Foreat”
specializing ttivated
Tillandsias won u guld ‘medal.

This year the 200 plus outdoor
gardens embraced foreign gar-
den ideas. One was quite exotic,
based on Yves St. Laurent's in
Morocco. Another one, “The
Spout Garden,” contained flow-
ers in five areas. A garden
dewigned for physically impnired
people’ included raised beds, a
small groenhouss and lots of
bright flowers. These fantastic
creations ‘are temporary, con-
structed in a fow dags preceding
tho show. All is dismdntled afer
gix days!

There arc rowa nnd rows of

strutted in the garden near the

provided its own particular
thrills, as modern electronics

music, voices and ghoat
shadows on the walls

Kiftsgate Court was a pure
delight, with a series of colorful
onclosed gardens surrounding
the house that sits on the edge of -
a precipitous valley.

‘The time apent in this beauti-
ful country arena went all too fast
and soon we were heading for
London, our base for the next
five days.

A sojourn into the countryside
gave us an opportunity to stop at
Cranbrook, the town which
inspired the Booth family’s.
Cranbrook. Several women on

ates so the driver stopped to
allow time for photographs. A
real treat for them. §

We enjoyed the improsaive
gardens of Sissinghurst Castle .
that Vita-Sackville West and her
husband, Harold Nicolsap, began
restoring in the 1930s. A tower
containing Vita's studio com-
mands attention and we careful-
ly walked up a epiral stairease to V‘{"d“". of every désceription,
reach the top. From there we : Some with pruducu’ Cl!at have
could easily see the layout of the just a remote association with
gardens, the old brick.walls, yew gardening to tempt the buyer.
hedges and paths. Within these It's intereating to sce tho many
boundarics were here cottage different k:“dﬂl' ﬂf]Bﬁl}dm ';EEG!-
gardens, rose garden, famous  80Ties, pots, tools; furniture,
white garden etc, books, crafts ete. displaye

Several visits are necessary m +We also vyisited Hidcotc,
really get the feel and impor- - *Woburn Ahb")’» Loods Castle,
tance of the great Kew Gordens, Savill Gardens in Windsor, Great
but it was a pleasure to gco it Park, Windsar Castle ga KCW

Gurdenx We also had tun: to .

Fellow gardeners: Marty Figley, right, met with Rose-
mary Verey of Bamsley House Garden. Verey enjoyed

Marty's “Plant Manager"”

shop and take in some sights of
the city, including a visit to the
Victoria and Albert Muscum,
Westminster Abbey nnd to see
the play, “Marlene.”

I worked' with Chuck Ran-
dolph Travel, Bloamfield Hills, to
organize our Detroit people. We
joined a group from M

hat.

giving us o chance to make new
acquaintances. Our most able
British guide, Valerie Sansene,
was superior in every way.

Before we knew it, it was time .
to return home and dream about
our next trip to lovely and ever-
fascinating England.

Great Escapes features various
travel news items. Send news
deads to Hugh Gallagher, assis-
tant managing editor, Observer
& Eccentric Newspapers Inc.,
36251 Schoolcraft, Livonia, MI
48150, or fax them to (313} 591
7279.

STRATFORD FESTIVAL SEASON
The Stratford Festival in
Stratford, Ontario, has

unnounced its 1998 season line-
up for the May-November play
scagon.

At the 1,832-seat Festival The-
atre the plays will be Shake-
apeare’s “Julius Caesar” and

¢ Two Gentlemen of Veronn,”
the musical “Man of La Man-
cha,” and Robert Bolt's “A Man
for All Seasons.”

At the 1,107-scat Avan The-
atre, tho plays are Shakespeare's
“Much Ado About Nothing,” Jay

. Presson Allen’s *The Prime of
Miss Jean Brodie,” William Gib-
son’s “The Miracle Worker” and
Moliere’s “The Miser.”

At the intimate 496-seat Tom
Pattorson, the plays are Shake-
spearc’s “The Winter's Tale,”
Chckhov's  “The  Cherry
Orchard,” Tennesace Williams’
“The Night of the Iguana”™ and
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Samucl Beckett’s “Waiting for
Godot.”

Tickets for the general public
by phone will go on sale Monday,
Jan. 19, more than a month eer-
lier than proviously. For infor-
mation on becoming a member of
the Stratford Festival, call
(519)271-4040, ext, 5602. For
further ticket informntion, call
the Ticket Office at 1-800-567-
1600,

TERRACE INR

The Terrace Inn located in Bay
View, a Victorian village adja-
cent to Petoskey, is offering get-
oway packages. The Inn will fea-
ture a Cooking/Wine Tasting
getaway Friday-Saturday, Oct.
17-18, featuring chef Brian Pol-
cyn, David Beier and Randy
Thorpe. The getaway includes
two nighta lodging, a cooking
demonstration and o gourmet
five course dinner and compli-
mentary wine tasting for $199
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Come Yisit Our New Store
- BEST PRICES ON -
Poot TABLES, BAR STOOLS, GAME SKTs, POOSBALL, AIR
Hockry, PINBALL, Curs, DARTS, ELECTROMIC DARTBOARDS, TABLE
‘I‘mms AND A HUQE STOCK OF ACCESSORIES

Pa;clliywrinn Church in Caro.
For ticket information, call 1-
(517)872-2131, cxt. 269 or write

ing class). For i wure information,
call (616)347- 2

VILLAGE BACH to the V:lluge Bach Featival,
The 'l'zumb"mn s of P.O. Box 27, Cass City, MI
il 48726.

Caro and Cosa City.

Villoge Bach Festival under the
lendership of music director Don
Thomas Jdacger Nov. 25-30.
Members of the Festival Orches-
tra and vocal and instrumental
saloista will gather for this annu-
al Thankegiving festival to
rehearse and perform the music
of 'J.8 Bach and other barogue,
romantic and modern composers.
World acclaimed performers will
participate included featured
vocal soloists Penclope Jenaen,
soprano; Eileen Farrell, mezzo-
soprano; Quentin Queroau,
tenor; and Timothy Jones, bari-
tone. Harpsichordist Loyton
James, 'violinist Jeanne Preucil
Rose and flutist Carl Elienberger
will perform the “Brandenburg.
Concerto No. 6” by Bach. James
will also perform on the Acolian
Skinner pipe organ at the Firat

BSTEAMBOAT SAVINGS

The Delta Queen Steamboat
Co. is offering 2-for-1 fares for
steamboat vacationa in January
and Februnry. Vacation prices
atart ot $950 for two people for
three nights. All of these cruises
are aboard cither “The Missis-
sippi Queen” or “The American
Queen” on the lower Mississippi
River and most are round-trip
from New Orleans. Passcngers
will enjoy visits to quaint porta
of call, lecturea on river history
and lore, Victorian style accom-
modations, calliope concerts and
four meals a day with optional
shore tours. Passengors can
choose from two onboard themes,
Big Band and Dixioc Fest. For
resorvations, contact a travel
agent, For more information, call
Delta Queen nt 800-621-3410.
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R DAILY ADMISSION $6.00 » FRIDAY - SUNDAY 10-4
Under 12 FREE « Demonsieations « Eatestainment

[ PARKIHG FRES COMPLIMENTS OF SUGARLOAP
No pets please + Strollers ol recommendpd.

Bl DIRTCTIONS: Located on [:98 northwest of Detroit at

Lr 62. Go south an Novi Road. Turn right onto
Expo Cenler Drive,

DISCOUNT ADMISSIOR COUPONS
AVAILABLE AT FARMER JACK
OR (ALl 8#00-210-9900

- HEMINGWAY FESTIVAL

:On Oct.'16-19, Petoskey will
hold a Hemingway Festival to
celobrate the life and work of
author Ernest Hemingway.
Among the cvents will be a
young Hemingway look-alike
contest, a tennis toumnmcnl. a

L Travel. Chartdis 7 -

‘RESORT VACATIONS
THERE ARE NO MONDAYS IN ARUBA

At least it feels that way. On an Island where it's always a breezy 82 de-
grees and the people are equally as delightful, it's hard to be a grouch.
Whether you're basking on our beaches, playing golf, discovering our desert
or our island cuisine, Antba is the perfect place to be...any day of the week.

Though we speak four languages, you won' t hear the wmd “No" ...
On Aruba, we go any length 1o make you feel welcome. Even our
weather goes out of Its way to be kind. And the island itself rewards
your visit with everything from anclent caves and coral caves, to desert
r}?lr theworld’s best windsurfing, and appetizing treasures fresh from

Travcl Chancr offers weekly Saturday nonstops 5
through May. Choose from among 14 hotels for 7 or
14 nights. Package prices range from $699 - $2,299,

fly fishing contest and a writer's
contest, The weeckend is a
rehearsal for the Nobel Prize-
winning author's 100th birthday
celebration in 1989, For more
information, contact the
Potoskey Regionn! Chamber of
Commerce at 616-347-4150.
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L ,,‘:E;‘”“"”"' St. Maarten (12330 from $729
% Grand Cayman 111722.29 from $799
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NEW! Weekly Nan-Stops to .. .

COSTA RICA
“WHERE RAIN FOREST MEETS SAND & SEA”
Resort Vacations from $849
Eco-Vacations trom $1293

Wz:kly Departures December - Aprif . .

Antigua from $649
Barbados from $629

Cozumel from $599  Turks & Caicos from $749
e owosl avadable a0 8w i USS, wperu\ e ocey-

mmu: Se7 s tepien it and oot vt
o Dot mnn

Fall & Winter Departures . .

petson Space
mahhhm

Aruba fom $699

Cancun from $399

Grand Cayman from $769
Ixtapa from $599

Puerto Vallarta from $549

Manzanillo from $549
Punta Cana from $749




