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POINTS OF VIEW

LETTERS

close some
harter S

ore dismal news about the “charter
schools,” this time from Auditor Gen-
eral Thomas H. McTavish, CPA.

: McTavish's office audited Central Michi

For kids’ sake,

chools

contracts with the CSO. Eight of tho nine
resigned.

W PSAs are supposed to hold lotteries for
enroll Two had ication periods that

Uniyersity's Charter School Office (CSO),
whigh is supposed to overseo the academics it
hhs thartered. CMU is our leading charter
mill; having chartered 40 of the 78 PSAs (pub-
li¢ school academies) operating as of May 31.

\.PBAs, many of them private in origin, get
I'ull public funding but zero voter surveillance,
Mc'[:nvxsh‘n troops examined CSO records for
18 orademies Sept. 11, 1996 and June § and
visited 10 sites. Unfortunately, they don't say
whith sites.

: Usually, auditora are dreary writers who
cnn !urn a narrative of Custer’s Last Stand
mt.o.nn opiate. But in the CMU charter audit,
mnnry items leap out at you:

: M2The PSAs had not obtained criminal
rgcnrdn checks for asome employees. Also, eight
PSAA did not hire some staff as conditional

ding the resulta of eriminal

recorda checks.”

. M ‘Eight PSAs employed individuals to
umch who did not have certificates or permits
5 teach.” (Remember, 13 are in the sample.)

W “One PSA was beginning to provide spe-
cial education services at the time of our site
visit. This PSA had students with special edu-
cgtian needs who had been attending the PSA
fdr more than oneg year without special educa-
tion services being provided.”

. Here we come to the most glaring fault of
PBAs. Required by law to provide apecial ed,

. 12 of the 13 failed to attend the required num-

were lesa than the suggested two-week peri-
od,” auggesting less than a true open-enroll-
ment practice — in other words, skimming,

@ CMU is supposed to send “regional rep-
resentatives” to PSA board meetings. Reps to

ber of meetings (three) and failed to collect

information on insurance policies, board min-
utes, etc. CMU had to send six notices to one
academy to obtain ita insurance information.

M CSO failed to ensure they had written
procurement policies. This underlines a major
flaw in the whole charter school concept — the
possibility of a tiny school operated by insid- -
ers secking favorable business deals.

W “Two PSA boards did not. appoint an indi-
vidual to post meeting dates as required by
sec, 16.266” of the Open Meetings Act.

And what does Central Michigan Universi-
ty have to say in reply? It agreed with 17 of
the auditors’ 19 dati began to
implement them, and acknowledged the other
two. By the way, the CMU charter mill has
becn operating three years.

Currently, state law authorizes 100 public
achool academies. Their champions say the
number should be unlimited.

Advocates of charter schools such as Gov,
John Engler and gubernatorial wannabe Dick
Posthumus ignore test scores, audits and how

mnny don’t. As the friends of public ed

feared, PSAs want real public schools to be
t.l_\onr dumping ground, PSAs want to skim the
$5,400 per pupil state aid cream but not the
additional $8,000 or so per pupil that special
ed requires.

: @l PSA boards are self-appointed, not elect-
ed. CMU is supposed to gather questionnaires
from board members to check for potential
:onlf' cts of interest. There were no question-
naires for 23 board members, mcomplew fol-
low-up for 14 and a failure to identify nine
potential conflicts of interest. These persons
worked for the CSO or companies which had

well the kids are doing. Thoy eay PSAs ure

the parents
want them. Well, the pnrenta parents, par-
ents are being taken for suckers, suckers,
suckers.

Instead of chartering more, the state needs
to think about shutting down a quarter of
these PSAs - for the sake of kids, kids, kids.

Tim Richard reports on the local implica-
tiona of state events. His Touch-Tone voice
mail number is (313) 953-2047 ext. 1881.

Proﬁbiency tests do the job

ast year 87,684 high schoolers took the
L first-ever Michi High School Proficil

¢y Test. An event of this magnitude
inevitably will attract the attention of the ever-
ulert members of the Michigan Legislature.

Responding to the usual chorus of complaints
whenever anybody tries to do something new
withthe schools, & special House subcommittee
on tMe HSPT 5peM several months holding
hearings to review a slow of proposals to tinker
with the testa.

: Some make perfect sense, such as requiring
'.he Department of Education to provide
dbtailed feedbrck to students, parents and
sc¢hools and including MEAP and HSPT test
acores in annual school improvement plana,
Others are more prob]emuuc, such as replacing
the terms “proficient,” “novice” and “not yet
novice” with numerical scores that may prove
entirely meaningless without context.

The subcommittee has finished its work and
reported to the House Education Committee,
which has sent a bunch of proposals for-perfect-
ing proposals the HSPT to the full House for
debata this week.

- In the middle of all this, I received a lotter
from Dorothy Beardmore, 8 member of the
State Board of Education and a standing monu-
ment to the notion that able people, volunteer-
ing their time and energy to a public purpose,
are the essential ingredients in a d 1

other words, the HSPT is a success!”

Absolutely! The most sensible method to
improve schools does not require the application
of rocket science.

It involves defining what kids are supposed
to learn in order to be educated members of
society and get a productive job (i.e., know the
categories of math, science, reading and writing
that are covpred by the HSPT). It then includes
assessing what kids actually know (i.e., taking
the HSPT).

And it com:ludu by mnklng thn maults pub-
lic, so parents, t
trators can improve teaching met.hodu. change
books, and se forth.

puta it, “It i

auppose over the years I've ruceived six or seven
lettors from Mrs. Beardmore, cach thorough,
well-informed and porsuasively put — just liko
hgr 8¢rvice on the State Board.

. Sha begins: “Both the public and the media
soem to have forgotten why the HSPT was
developed in the first place, so they nrvurlook
that it is doing exactly what it was t

As Mra d
and \ in cumculum.

ms'.ructlonal practices and student (and family)
acceptar:ce of educational standards to meet
high standards.”

Cartainly the HSPT has provoked some
(overblown by the media) criticism. Liberals
don't like it that some kids will score badly; con-
servatives will whine that students are not

do, Tho HSPT demonstrates that moat Mlch:gun
students are doing well in theac essential arcas
of learning,”

Mrs. Beardmore then goes on to show that of
the 87,684 graduates of tho Michigan class of
1597, “from a third to half of them met Lho very
high dards for end; {of di
Only six to 11 percent were in the lowest cnwgo~
ry. Tho reat were doing well, but not yot at the
pmfcmncy level.

"Fora first eﬂ‘on with such u ngoruus asHess-
ment,* Mrs. B
students, educators and parcnts should be
pleased, even more so since wo already know
that the Class of '98 results show statistically
significant improvement over t.hlu first year. In

d for liarity with the Bible; some
parents have tried to get their kids not to take
the test for fear the scores will deprive their lit-
tle geniuses their God-given right to attend
Harvard or Vassar, Some representatives will _
try to eliminate the HSPT for any number of
trumped-up rationalizations.

But the evidence so far is compc]lingA The
High School Proficioncy Test is doing exactly
what it was intended to do. Any tinkering the
Housa adopta should be around the cdges, not”
at the core of on important and useful part of
the sehool veform cffort.

Phil Power is chairman of the company that
owna this newspaper. His Touch-Tone umcc mail
number is (313) 953-2047 ext. 1880.

Competition takes big toII

? When the Tel

Act of 1995 was passed, the sponsors herald-
ed it a8 leading us into the 218t century. Actually
this legislation, which was written by Ameritech
and passed by the legislature alter significant
lobbying efforts and PAC contributions, has done
littlo except allow Ameritech to raise rates indis-
criminately. Witneas the recent announcement
that Ameritech increaséd the cost of a “local toll
call” from 15 cents to 17 cents a minute,

Ameritech auggested that this new rate was
competitive with “rates offered by our compaeti-
tors.” Perhaps that is true because Ameritech has
secn to it that thore is no real competition, Sure,
AT&T has offered local phone service. But until
the competition installs its own equipment and
no longer buys the overpriced, Ameritech services
at a small discount, and then adds to it their
costs and margins, we will never sce any real
price brenks. Does anyone queation why it costs
17 centas to call Ann Arbor when it costs 10 cents
to call across the country.

The news article [ read suggcawd that a “local
toll call” is a call where it is necessary to diala 1
firat, Of course, that’s not true. With the new
area codes, a call may be a local call but it is nec-
essary to dial 1 plus the area code to connect. Did
you note that Ameritech removed from its direc-
tories the chart which indicated whether a call is
n local, zone or toll depending on the exchange
called? Now unleas you want to apend the time
and call the operator, you have no idea whether
your call will be local, zone or toll, Of course, this
ia just another Ameritech ploy to confuse the pub-

*lic.

Perhaps everyone in the Farmington, Farm-
ington Hills area is so afMluent. thnt a few dollars

corned as I am, Or write me a short note — my
address and number are in the phone book, or at

least they were. If enough people show some con-

cern I will schodule a short meeting to discuss
what we can do. Perhaps the voice of the people.
can have the same impact as the Ameritech dol-_
lars — but that will depend on whether wo can
generate any real interest.
Tom DoWl:d
Farmington

House of card wobbles L

fter rendmg Rep. Raczkowski’s latter on oct.
9, 1 have come to the conclusion that Govers
nor Engler has found another willing accomplicd
to carry out his version of the con game, Three ™
Card Monty with our children and taxpayers the
victims of a guile educational finance palicy. *

Governor Engler vetoed Senator Joe Conroy’s
small class initiative which would have drastical-
ly lowered class room sizes in early elementary !
grades. The governor also vetoed $252 million in
funding for nt-risk studenta acroes the state,
which according to Rep. Raczkowski, “the gover,
nor supports restoring.” This leads to the ques- -,
tion, if he's in favor of restoring it, then why dxd
he veto it in the first place?

Rep. Raczkowski also supports Engler’s educa—
tional finance policy which is synonymous with a
house of cards. First, the School Aid Fund is pro-
jected to have a $240 million deficit. This is after
the legislature raised the general fund contribu-
tion from 14.4 percent to 23 percent last year.
This raise was needed to cover the unexpected -
$143 million shortfall that incurred after the Leg-
islature had already pumped $300 million into n
earlxer that year.

dly, G Engler wants to pay the

to line the pockeu of the A
executives in Chicago is of no real concern. No
one seems concerned about the ever increasing
Time -Warner cable rates. So when the next Time
‘Warner increase is announced, it will be no sur-
priso and perhaps ever no concern to my follow
residents,

I spent the last 16 years analyzing utility rate
increases. I know that we are being gouged in
Mlclugan We havo a weak Public Service Com-

andal that can be i
ed by Ameritech. Other states don't have wne
calls, there is no limit on the number of local calls
and the local calling area extends for miles, not
just across the street. With the advent of technol-
ogy and the rapid growth in customers and lines,
other states have scen millions of dollars in rate
reductions. Of course just the opposite is true in
Michigan.

If you want to do something about the high
rates, give me a call and leave a message. Per- »
haps some in the Farmington area are as con-

nearly $1 bllhon ecttlement of the Durant case by
giving the 84 plaintiffa their $211 million settle-
ment in three years. Then borrow $768 million to
pay off the 480 districts that didn’t sue, in order.
to keep them from suing at a later date. The Gov-
ernor’s plan to borrow the $768 million would
take 15 and cost the tax payers of Michigan a
whopping $1.2 billion after interest.

The money could just s easily be paid off
using the interest from the Budget Stabilization"
Fund. Unlike Engler’s plan, this approach would
take only 10 years and wouldn’t require the state
to pay the costs of borrowing it on the bond mar-
ket and save taxpayers over $180 million.

‘When this house of cards that Rep. Raczkowski
helped promote collapses, will he stand beside '
Gov, Engler to accept the responsibility for his
participation in the construction of it or will he
simply create more smoke and mirrors to cover ‘L
his backside?

Stephen Dibert
Farmington Hills

It's Fall Famil
at Fairlane Town Center

A full month of music, magic, :
laughing and dancing!

This fali, Fairlane is the place to be for family-friendly entertainment.
Each and every Saturday in October, kids can make something unique with
Arts & Scraps...learn to tap dance with the Center for Creative Studies. . .and
enjoy a spectacular lineup of free entertainment for parents and kids alike!

What's happening this Saturday, October 18:

FunCentral

4:30 & 6:30 pm

Craig ‘N Co.

Disney recording artist
performs aupsrcharged
kid sized rock ‘n roll.

For a full schedule of Fall Family FunCentral activities,
call Fairlane at 1-8600-992-9500

Southfleld Freeway at Michigan Avenue in Dearborn
Open 10 am to 9 pm Monday through Saturday, Sunday 1t am to 6 pm




