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Early haunts: Farmington
Jaycees Haunted House is
open 7:30-9:30 p.m.
tonight on Orchard Lake,
south of 14 Mile.

Councll dolngs: Farming-
ton and Farmington Hills
city councils both have
regular meetings tonight
Farmington’s starts at 8
p.m.; Hills at 7:30 p.m.

Say cheese: Farmmgton
High students will have ¢
chance to retake their
school or I.D. pictures
today.

Senlor patrol: Farmington

Hills Police Department’s
Senior Police Academy

takes place 1 p.m. today

at the William Costick
Leitter.

“THURSDAY

Money matters: Eldermed
and Botsford Hospital
will present a free finan-
cial and estate planning - -
seminar 2-3:30 p.m. today
at The Botsford Inn.
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Puttmg You In Touch Wzth Your Warld "~

Bounclng back: Melissa
Garr’s recovery from
a traumatic brain
injury that left her in
a deep coma contin-
ues to astound those
around her. She is
able to talk and com-
municate with visi-
tors, and has started
physical therapy in
St. Joseph Mercy
Hospital’s Coma
Rehabilitation Unit.
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AWAKENING FROM COMA ANSWERS PRAYERS

SSAS MIRACLE

ELI
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“I can talk now.

The sighta and suundu of Malhsa
Garr’s miracle become more astound-
ing every day.

Melissa preased her index finger .
over the amall tracheotomy opening
in her throat and had a simple pre-
diction aa to who way going to win
Baturday’s football game botween
Farmington and North Farmington.

“Farmingtonl” the 16-year-old aaid
from her hospital bed in the coma
rehabilitation unit at St. Josoph
Mercy Hospital in Ann Arbor, just
after returning from anothor success-
ful round of physical and speoch ther-
apy.

A nurse then asked Melissa who

painted Halloween-eaque colors on
B Classificd Index H3 her finger naila?
HI *Danistle,” said
4_%2_&!&'—520_ — Hi Melissa, roferring to
close friend and
Rentala He Farmington High
School classmate
Jobs K1 Danielle Wright, who
Home & Service ) %] Jarly visits Room
M Obitunries BS 1130,
# Busi C1 Ingide the amall
— room are stuffed ani-
H Real Eatate Hi mals and Melissa’s
favorite videotapes,
. . including “Aladdin.”
is relishes | &=t

opportunities,
challenges

BY LARBY
O'CONNOR
STAFF WRITER

Amid acrimeny
over developments
and placement of
cellular towers,
Farmington Hilla
councilman Jorry
Ellis saw only two
things: Opportuni-
ty and challenge.

“It's an opportu-
nity to do some-
thing and do it cor-
rectly and a chal-

lengo to do it with- [Namer Jerry Ellis
out hurting the |Age: 53 .
surrounding |Resid 92

areas,” Ellis said. o
Ellis, who won a
special election in
August 1996 to §ll
a vacant council
wecat, put his
apportunity/chal-
longe philosophy
into action in hi)
freshman year /K'
council. Ellic ia'one
of four perople 4
sceking . one of -
three four-yosr council terma N
The Fermington Hills nnornev ucklnd
ihe seemingly unwioldy issuc-of cellular
tower piacement and designed an ardi-
noneo belloved to be one wughul in the
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items meant to trig-
ger memorica and
stimulate thought:
photo collages; news-
paper articlea about
Moelissa's accident
and the quick, life-
saving CPR action of
lifeguards Laura
Hryezyk and Melissn
McKay; and construc-
tion-paper stars of
varying sizes, made
by FHS band and
color gunrd members
and containing inspi-
rationnl hand-written
measages.

Then, Melissa said
another thing, albeit
in somewhat garbled
form, “Say hi to my
friends” at her school,

8he quickly replied, “The press.”

Her mom, Susan, asked the teen
whether she wanted her to doposit
money from the “dollar jar” in her
room. The money was put in the jar
prior to the phyaical therapy sesaion,
{0 help keop Melissa thinking about
that red Mustang car she wanta to
drive, not the severe pain sho still
feels in her tower legs.
Signs of hope

Melissa amiled, and flashed fingers
on both hands, to communicate the
digits of her credit union savings

‘account.

“It’s hope,” said Susan Gary, amil-
ing herself while watching her
daughter’s hand signals. “Evory time
she romembers an incident, or o
phono number. . .they’re all hopoful
signs that he's going to continue to

Farmington High. $ho By her slde: Susan Garr, left; and Mike

lifted her hand and

Garr have witnessed their daughter

gave u semi-thumbs up emerge from a deep coma that medical

sign.

“Who brought you
the balloons?” queried
her ded, Miko Garr.

P

experts doubted she'd cver cacape.

progress. It just warms my heart.”

The words, smiles and hand signala
are seemingly insignificant by them-
solves, But they represent just how
far Melissa has progressed sinco a
freakish poolside accident ot Farm-
ington Glen Aquatic Center on July
23. That day, a heavy tree branch foll
4(] fect and struck her on tho head,

king her skull and knocking hor
into a deep coma that modical
cxperts doubted ehe'd ever escape.
Despite the heraica of lifeguards
Hryezyk:und McKny, Melissa's prog:
nostn was as blenk as canbe. .

“I remember talking to Pastor
Torry Dumana (of Old St. Patrick’s
Catliolic Church near Ann Arbor) the
day of the accident,” Mike Garr, 2
licutenant in the Farmiagton Hilla
Fire Department, recalled Wednoea-
day. “He said, ‘Put this in God's
hands.’ But [ kept snying, ‘Why is
this happening? Thigis a good pemun
who has touched a lot of lives. I

can't be that her work here on cnrth
is done at 16.”

Only the lower brain stem, which
controls bosic body functions, was
shown to be working during neuro-
logical tests done in mid-August.
Some were assuming the warat, even
as 600 people showed up at Heritage
Park for a tribute concert by Susan
and the Farmington Community
Chorus.

All of a sudden, Mclissa atarted to
wake up. She began loaking at hor
parents with recognition in her cyes.
One day, she laughed when her dad
modeled a hot pink Mickey Mouse
outfit.

Now, Melissa and her parents talk
~ na beat they can, given Melissa's
tube in her throat; sbe only talks in
short sentences - about the girl
becoming an official member of that
same chorus, perhaps again singing
some of the same sengs that resonat-
ed above tho concort shell at the
musical tribute.

Reminiscing

*Because she is a singer,” Susan
Garr explained, “her vocal chords are
otronger. Sho gets a good, strong
voice most of the time.”

Sho also has a good memory, right
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Vandals
get the
‘boot’

Others receive
probation in golf .
course destruction -

g{ LAnIlY O’CONNOR

Fne taens received scatences mng-
ing from probation to boot camp for
their role in n vandalism apree at San
Marino golf course during a three-day
period.

Three of the five will bo considered
for Youthful Traince Act status ~
which removes the offensce from thetr
records upon completion of probation -
but enty if they adhere to several con-
ditions set forth by the judge.

The five were sentenced by Onklnmd
County Circuit Court Judge Barry’
Howard on Wednesday.

Conditions range from commumty
sorvice to attending substance abuse
and mental health counseling sessions.
Judge Howard also forbade the five to
have contact with one another. :

All five = like the previous five who!
pled guilty and were snntenced - nm

d to pay for d
at 540000 during the rampage at the
municipal golf course April 24.

“If they complete it and do a good
job, I'll consider (YTA),” Judge Howard.
snid afterward,

Farmington Hills police dntuchvc
Ron Shankin asked the judge to recon-
sider granting YTA in light of the lack
of cooperation by the last five charged.

“It made it very difficult; This thing
could have been wrapped up a long
time ago,” Shankin said,

Those sentenced were:
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Rezoning
spat heads
into study.
session

BY LARRY O'CONNOR
STAFF WRITER

A developer and nearby residenta
will join city council membera in o
study session in a final attempt to
avoid a court battle over their respec-
tive rezoning requests.

Phoenix Land Development asked
for multiple zoning that could put any-
where from soven to 10 two-bedroom
units per acre on a parcel of vacant
land on the south side of 13 Mile and
onst of Orchnrd Lake. The cnuncxl

i for a pl .
which the develops

umt
has not acted on.

HighMeadow Acres hameownoru
want the opposite: They've asked that:
the land be rezoned fram RA-2 to thq
less dense RA-1 which allows no raore
than 1.8 unita per acro and lots aro-ab’
leant 100 feot wide under the sumdun!
plat plan.

HighMeadow han roughly one honie
per acre. A trnnamon is needed

up to the time went to
Glen to babysit three small children
at tho private poal,

“Danielle Wright (hor friend and
clasamato) came up here Monday
night and was polishing Melissa's fin-
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»ds, o b
spakeswoman said.

“What Mr. Schafer builds is twn-
story boxes: Large houses on small
lots; We have small houses on large
lots,” anid Fran Vallely, HighMeadow
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Halloween fun

Get those Halloween costumes out a weok carly

this year.

Downtown Farmington will host its annual Hal-
loween Fun Fest from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Saturday,

Oct. 26.

Trick-or-treating at the downtown shopas rung
from 11 a.m. ta 1 p.a., with youngsters instructed to
bring their own bi:g and be accompanicd by an
adult. Look for postors in windows - like the

or office on Grand River — to soe plnces that

will hand out candy.

Kids up to age 12 can also entor themselves or
their pets in a coatume contest. The Boo Brothers
will perform a live Puppet Show at 1:30 p.m. and

FARMINGTON FOCUS

the Civic Theatrs will also show a fres movie,
“Count Varga - Vampire" at 12:30 and 3:30 p.m.

Hills Haunted Hike

Enjoy a sclf-guided Halloween hiko through the
baunted hills and woodlands of Heritage Park 7:30-
9:30 p.m. Friday, Oct. 24, and Saturday, Oct. 26,
This spine-chilling tour will include ghosts, goblina
and creatures of the night and is not recommonded

473.9570.

effects.

for children under 7 years of age. The coat is $4. Gnll

Halloween pet tips

Halloween can bo a frightening and dangerous
time for family pots. Here a few suggestions to make’
this haunting huhduy a little lesa disturbing:

8 Keep excitablo pets nway from the door and nut
of hearing rango of a ringing doorbell,

Keop trents out of the pot's reach. Sweets, espe-

cially chocolate, can cause a variety of serious sidu

& Koop cnndy wrappinga and sucker sticks off tha
floor, Wrappers don't dissolve and candy shc)uu cnu
causs obstructions. n
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