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It's that scary time of
the year again.

And on the Internet, the
ghosts and goblins are
online.. lurking all over
cyberspace. This week,
we’ll offer some sugges-
tions for online trick or
treating. [ found some 226
gites online devoted to
v Halloween. Soeme are
MIKE Pretty wick, Others overly

" wewnprayp #raphic. But a lot are just
———— plain fun.

The first place you
should go, though, is to the police sta-

tian.

The San Juse, Culifornin Police Station,
th be spevific, Not in person. But through

ceyberspace., Visit their Web Page
(http#fwww.childquest.org/child_que
stisafety/halloween_tips.html) for
some Halloween safety tips. Read the
things parents should tell trick-or-
troaters, Every year there are tragic traf-
fic accidents, instances of tainted food
and other bad things happening to inno-
cent kids, These tipy can't be stressed
enough,
. Okay, That done, let's go trick-or-treat-
.

Everyone knows the first thing we
;nped.for Halloween is a pumpkin, And to
‘h!\irq_u really cool pumpkin, you need to
vl’s(nL vigit  Jack-O-Lantern. Com
(http'/lwww.uwk o-lantern.com/),
‘aitd maintained year-round by Denr—
‘born’s Steve Frey. Frey is n master
pumpkin carver and his Webpages are
londed with tips on how to carve a really
“spook-tacular™ pumpkin.

He has put online all sorts of original
pulanN undl designe to follow, complete
L carving instructions, tips and even
vJmk O-Lantern history. Check out his
\hULkLy monster face carving for some-
hing you can put on the parch next to

tyour red Wings flng.
Frey isn't the only person with a fixn-
:tion on the last day of October. Point

-vour browser to Halloween Eternal
:thttp:// home,rmci, nctlnntcmxllndcx
‘htm), where * cvery day is Halloween.”
{Thix site, all done in black and orange, of
. unnplclo with heavy organ music,
‘hus a countdown clock to Halloween and
1is filled with all sorty of Halloween sto-
iries, audio files, and images.

. A guy named Michael Gates designed
ithis site and he keeps adding to it
Tbecause, well, he just likes Haloween.
=1t his hobby.

+ And Gates isn’t alone. There are all
=sorts of folks out there who maintain
“Ilalloween sites all during the year. On
the bottom of the Halloween Eternal
“page you'tl find a link to something
caltled the “Halloweeso Ring of Terror”
thetp://www. cadvision.com/chi-
nookpc/halloween/ring.htm, )
I'his so-called “Webring™ links different

loween pages into a sort of cyber-
ace circle. ARl of the pages in the ring

Halloween sites haunt Internet
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snid. *And with our tight labor
market in Michigan, work force
growth is good nows as it means
that the pool of available workers
is expanding.”

In Scptember, Michigan's ¢ivil-
ian labor force rose by three-
tenths of a point to 4,861,000
while employment edged up by
1,000 to 4,666,000, Over the year,
Michigan's work force has
increased by 40,000, while
employment has rsen by 76,000.

“The labar force expansion sim-
ply outpaced employment growth
lnat month, resulting in highor
unomployment, Stites said.

Tho number of jobless workers
across the state grew by 16,000 to
196,000. In August 181,000 or 3.7
percent of the work foreo wore
jobless. A year earlicr, September
1996, the jobless rate was 4.8 per-
cent with 231,000 off the job.
MESA's mont.hly survey of p}:ly—

est growth, adding 10,000 joba
molﬂuh state and local
schools which were back in aes-
sion after the summer vacation

The transportation, communi-
cations and utilities aector grew
by 6,000, following the conclusion
of a nationwide strike invalving a
packago delivery service. Tho
number of rotail trade jobs
increased by 4,000, while the
whelesale trndu; finance, insur-
ance and reo} estate; and servico
sectors cach added 1,000 joba,

On the other hand, conatruction
omployment, which has had
strong growth throughout the
year, slipped by 1, ,000 jobs, while
manufacturing jobs declined by
6,000. The nuxnufnctunng losses
were largoly in the auto industry,
which fell by 4,000 jobs.

Denpxw the increase in Michi-
gan's September jobless rate, ﬂm
stato ined below the

emplnyers added 16,000 jobs Jast
month, boosting wage and salary
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have n Halloween theme. By navigating
the ring, you travel from onc web site to
another until you eventually wind up

back on the page where you started.
can alao maneuver randomly around

Webring, or go to the Webring's index of

gites to search for a specific page.

This Webring is intcresting new navi-
gational tool I suspect we'll sec used a lot

more on the Internet for other s

devoted to the same subject or theme.
Kid's Domain Halloween (http//www.
gamesdomain.com/tigger/hal-

loweon/hallowsen.html) is a safe

to send your very young trick-or-treaters.

There are lots of downloadable ga
ond puzzles, here, along with craft

Jjects and costume ideas. Their links page
offer a large collection of other sites

nppropriate for very young kids.

Looking for a screcnsaver to give your

desktop PC at work or home a diffe

look for the acary season? At the Ulti-
mate Halloween Page (http://mem-
bers.nol.com/mettigor/ home/hllwni.
htm), you can find flashing pumpkins

with changing facial shapes, colo:

autumn leaves falling down from the mp

of your screen and... my favorite..

bunch of eyes that follow the cursor as it

randomly moves across the screen.

some site has o large collection of music
and sound effects to download and then

play back on Halloween night to set
proper “mood” for the trick-or-trea
who'll be ringing your doorbell.

Take a look at Mary Ann and Holly's
(http://www.
ween/e
ntrance,htm.) They've done a nice job of

Halloween
advancenet

Page

t/-d iafhall

using a graphic map to move

through their online offerings. The open-
ing screen brings sound effects and an

image of a haunted mansion. You then
wander nround different rooms by using
your mouse to point to an arca on the
screen. Click the mouse and you'll find
classic acary stories to read in the
library, Halloween recipes in the
kitchen... stuff like that.

The folks behind those wildly popular
“Gooscbumps” books have their own
“Goosebumps Ghoulish Gatherings” site
(http://www.foxhome.com/goose-
bumps/gatmain.html) geared towards
Hallowecen parties for kids. They have
suggestions on how to decorate your

You
the

ites

spot

to 4,417,000

lovel for the 30th straight month,
The national unemployment rate
wns 4.9 porcent in September

Stites noted, however, that tho unchanged from August.
growth was cunl'ncd to the ser- Average wnnkly hours and
vice prod which ings levels in
added 23,000 jobs pared to a  for production workers in hnth
loss of 7,000 jobs in the goods pro- munul‘nctunng and the auto
dueing industries. industry. Manufacturing earn-
Among the service preducing ings dcchntd’by $4.83 a weok and
industries, government had the by $24.34 in the auto industry.

Milestones ;..

Southfield. She will be responsi-
ble for the production of advertis-
ing materials for agency
accounta, She was previously a
at Cramer

house to give it a Hall

and they even offer spooky party invita-
tions you can download and then person-
alize. Run the invites through a color
inkjet printer and they logk professional.

The Geoscbumps people also let you
send a “Boo-Gram” by e-mail
{(http://www.t cfho,com/goosebumps/
pepick.html). These are Halloween
greeting cords, You pick out a scary-lock-
ing card, type out a message and have it
e-mailed to anyone on the Internet.

And...one last place...over on the mas-
sive Geocitics site, look over the personal
a page designed by a woman named Rose
Webb's (httpt//www.geocities.com
/heartland/prairie/4371/ghost.htm)
for a neat little collection of Halloween
music and ghost animations, with a final,
timely safety reminder for the kids.

Mike Wendland covers the Internet for
NBC-TV Newschannel stations across the
country and can be seen locally on WDIV-
TV4, Detroit. His "PC Talk™ radio show
airs Saturday afternoons on WXYT-Radic
AM1270 and he is the author of a series
of Internet books (call 888-222-1866). You
can reach him through his website at
http: ! fwww.pcmike.com.
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Krasselt in Milwaukee,

H.C. (Bert}
Serré of Bloom-
ficld Hills has
been named vice
president of corpo-
rate relations at
Lear Corporation
in Southfield. He
will be reaponsible
Somé for the direction
and manegement of Lear’s corpo-
rate relations, government rela-
tions, corporate communications
and marketing functions, world-
wide. He previously worked for
Ford Motor Company for 20
years.

Jerry Stone of
Troy has been
named COO at
the Farmington
Hills-based
National Human
Resource Commit-
tee. He will over-
sec accounting,
benefits, customer

service, payroll and general
administrations. he was previ-
ously CFO at Allied Digital Tech-
nologies, Inc in Detroit.

Don Tanner of
Commerce Town-
ship has been
named an account
supervisor at
Marx Layne &
Company in Farm-
Hills. He

ington

joined Marx Layne
I’nnnol in 1994, He previ-
ously worked as an anchor for
Metro Networks and reporter for
radio stations WWJ and WXYT in
Detsoit.

Karen Taylor
has been named
an account assis-

Mairx Layne.

She will serve
clienta in retail,
health, beauty,
restaurant, real
estate, telecommu-
nications and in corporate event
planning. She joined the company
in June. She previously worked
for Rise Sales in Grand Rapida.
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