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Young pianist would rather play

\BY LINDA ANN CHOMIN
EMIF WRITHR

Like every other kid, Hal-
Joween is a much-unticipated
‘hqliday for Livonin pianist
Jyghua Cullen. The ls-yeur-old
Upjveraity of Michi

Michigan Chamber
Symphony Orchestra

What: Prescnts tho firat con-
cert of its 1997-88 season (an

would rather be collecting candy
with his friends. Instead, he'll be
‘rohearsing Haydn's “Concerto in
D.major” for a Nov. 1 perfor-
mance with the Michigan Cham-
ber Symphony Orchestra,

*I'm looking forward to per-
‘furmlng with the Michigan

Haydn
13-year-old pmmal Joshua
Cullen.
When: 8 p.m. Saturday, Nov.
1

Where: Temple Beth El,
7400 Telegraph andl14 Mile
Road, Bloomfield Hitls.

'l‘lckom $20 adults, $10 stu-

mphony Orch a
’und rehearsal's fun but not on
Hhlloween,” snid Culien. “Hal-
loitien is a once a year thing.”

“Which unly goes to prove he's
null a kid," added Mona Cullen,
-Joshua’s mother.

According to orchestra presi-

dent Dr. Maon J. Pak, Cullen’s
ydiing age is not a reflection of
hig musical skills. That's why
the young pinnist was chosoen to
kick off the orchestra’s 1997-98
wonson at Temple Beth El in
Bloomficld Hills.
* #I'm a music lover,” said Dr.
‘'Pak, a Bloomfield Hills internist
awith a practice in Rochester.
“Jushun’s been known in music
circles for some time, He's very
young but his performance in
very mature.”

‘M .
‘Michigan Opcra Theatre pre-
schtx “The Magic Flute® 2 p.m,
Sunday, Qct. 26, Detroit Opera
Hopse, 1526 Broadway at Madi-
son Avenue, Detroit. Tickets
range from $18 to $95, call (313)
8747464 or (248) 645-6666.

BY JOHN MONAGHAN
BPECIAL WRITER

. *The Magic Flute” is still best
known as the comic opera that
effectively put  Wolfgang
Amadecus Mozart in his grove.
Despite the show's success, the
master comporer died within
months of its debut and was
buricd in a pauper's ficld.

If you believe that Mozart was
it off his nut toward the end,
this Egyptian fantasy could be
entered as proof positive. The

ART BEAT

denta/e $50 for scrics

of three concerts. Call (248)
601-MCS0.

the Korcan community with
appealing programs featuring
artists such as Cullen. After all,
everyono can rolate to outstand-
ing young'talent and the orches-
tra has o history of supporting it.

The orchestra is undor the
direction of Dai Uk Lec, o profes-
sor at Michigan State University
and conductor of the choir at
Mctmpolium Korcan Presbyteri-
an Church in Southficld, Lee
made his orchestral debut ot zge
10 playing a Mozart piano con-
certo with the Seoul Philhar-
monic Orchestra, After a suc-
cessful carly career in Koren,
Lee studied at the Juilliard
School with Sasha Gordnitzki on
a

Cullen first stepped onto the
local music scene with the Livo-
nin Symphony Orchestra at nge
cight. In the last five yoars, he's
been a guest pianist with the
Detroit Symphony Orchestra,
Czech National Symphony
Orch Pl b Svmnk

£ P 0
and Maoscow Philharmonic
Orchestra in Russia.

Founded through financial
support by Korean doctors, busi-
nessmen and other members of
the community in 1996, the
Michigan Chamber Symphony
Orchestra aims to expand its

audience be reaching out beyond

“The Koreans are big in classi-
cal music,” said Dr. Pak. “There
are many symphony orchestras
in Korea. Korean pcople in
Michigan are enger to have Lee
here. So we initiated the orches-
tra. Wé thought maybe if we
would support & chamber music
program we hopefully could
achieve national prominence in
collaboration with Lee.”

Raising a prodigy

Cullen is studying music histo-
ry, theory and chamber music
and loving it just as Lee did ot
an corly oge. He said being the

youngest full-time student at the
University of Michigan docsn't
bother him because the othor
students treat him like a little
brother,

Just like other kids, Cullen
likes to rido his bike when ho's
not practicing or at school. He'd
like to roller blade but father
Calvin and University of Michi-
gan professor of pinno Arthur
Greene forbid it fearing he might
break an arm,

So how does a parent nurture
music in one s0 young without
dominating and discouraging
them?

*What I understand from other
parents is they're always after
their children to practice just
like I am with the two younger
children, Catherine, age 4 and
Christian, 7," said Mona.

“We never had to ask Joshua
to practice. He's always been
very disciplined, o perfectionist.
I had to pull him away and tell
him go outside and play. We did-
n't ask if he wanted to piay
piano, Joshua asked to play the
piano. His father had given him
a Casio keyboard for his birth-
day. As soon as he heard things
he could play them. It was diffi-
cult to find a teacher because
they don't usually toke five-year-
olds for private lessons.”

After Cullen carns master and
doctorate degrees in music, he
plans to concertize and teach. He
may even return to perform with
the Michi Chamber Symph

: Yqungfié&ﬁf-

Culleri, a 13-
B year-old -

freshman at
g the Universi
R Ly of Michi- .

gan Schoa[

Orchestra on |
Nov. 1., :

they associate with the Korcan :
War but we want them to associ- -
ate the orchestrn with the Kore-
an community’s desire to express

ny Orchestra on o regular basia.
After all, the 20 to 40 member
nonprofit orchestra nims ta pre-
sent the highest professional cal-
iber performances of innovative
and exciting programs to au
ences in the Detroit arca.
“When people think of Korea

to contribute {0
thc cultural life of ite udoptcd
country,” said Dr. Pak. "Eveh at
the onsct nover conlcmph‘!ed
this being a Korean orgnfiza-
tion. We have a mandate to
expund our support base. W
want to build commumty nrmn-
tation instead of u.hmc

Flute’ brings sweet music to MOT

| OPERA

production at the Detroit Opera
House coptures the whimsy and
enchantment, if not the all-out
manic inspiration, of its famous
creator.

“The Magic Flute” opens with
Prince Tamino nearly van-
quished by a fire-breathing drag-
on, that is until a trio of maidens

save him. Soop ho meets bird -

catcher Papogeno. They embark
together, often by hot air balloon
(pointed with Mozart's image),
on a quest to save Pamina, kid-
napped daughter of the Queen of
the Night,

Once they do hook up, the

lovers must prove their worthi-
ness through a acries of tests,
The show has long been cited for
its messoge of spiritua! enlight-
enment, a reference to Mozart's
own belicfs as a Freemason,
Though the impassioned
singing tries hard to evoke emo-
tion and pathos, it's difficult to
see “The Magic Flute” as more
than a lark. For people like
myself, who aren’t Opera The-
atre regulars, it's a great intro-
duction to the beauty of the form
without the heavy aftertaste,
The Maurice Sendak set for
the current production recalls
“Where the Wild Things Are” us
much as the Nile, though 1
couldn't help wishing that it had
been even more opulent and sur-

Send items for consideration in
Art Beat to Frank Provenzano,
quig reporter, Observer & Eccen-
tric Newspapers, Inc. 805 E.
M'nplc, Birmingham, M1 48009,
ir'fax (248) 644-1314.
THEATRE OPENING DELAYED

H"Irhc Birmingham Village Play-
crs has rescheduled their open-
inft show, “Rehearsal for Mur-
dét,” which was expected to open
this weckend. Instead, the pluy
will be performed Jan. 15-2¢
Mennwhile, Village Players wlll
0pcn their 1997-98 scason Fri-
duy, Dec. 6 with “Sweet and
Hot."

,.The postponement was caused
sy‘nn unexpected construction

elay at the theater, which is
ctrently undergoing major ren-
ovidtiona and new construction.
'"Village Players's season
ifitludes five shows. Season tick-
oty price for all shows is $50.
Indjvidunl show Lickets arc $12
fur mu-ucnla and $10 for other

"Vilhu:c Players is located at
762 Chestnut at Woodward
Avenue in Birmingham: (248)
644-2076.

SISTER ART

Ann Arbor artist Cheryl
Dawdy, a member of the singing
group The Chenille Sisters, will
oxhibit her two-dimensional
fromed coltnge ort work in a one-
woman show at Borders Books &
Munic, 30995 Orchard Loke
Rond, Farmingten Hills. Call
(248) 737-3980.

Dawdy will be on hand to
nmwcr questions and talk about
hew work during an opening
reciption 2-4 p.m. Saturday,

ov. 1.

In her travels around the
warld with The Chenillo Sisters,
Dawdy gathered a collection of
antique postcards, from which
shd constructs interesting and
benutiful collages, which are
framed and ¢can be hung on tho
wpll as if they were paintings.
EXWIBIY

“Frank and Ketly Nachtman of
West. Bloomficld track the foot-
stops of artists van Gogh,
Da nblymy. Monet, and Rodin in

xhibition of photographs

continuing through Fridoy, Oct.

31 ot the Livonin Civic Center
Library Fine Arts Gallery.

Ten percent of the salea go to
the Barbara Ann Karmanos
Cancer Institute in memory of
loved anes who died from cancer.
Exhibit hours are 9 a.m. to 9
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p.m, Monday to Thursdny; until
5 p.m. Friday and Saturday; and
1-4 p.m. Sunday.

The Livonia Civic Center
Libzary Fine Arts Gallery, iv at
32777 Five Mile Rond (east of
Farmington Road).
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real,

The costuming is vintage late
1700s, while the more fantastical
creatures come off a little (and I
suppose appropriately) moth-
caten. The dragon looks more
H.R. Puff*N’ Stuff than “Jurassic
Park;” the ancient mask-wearing
liong could be refugees from a
grade school pageant.

There are several musical
highlights, most involving MOT
newcomer Theresa Santiago o=
Pamina. If co-star Joscph
Wolverton was a little stiff, it's
not unusual, Is it just me or does
cvery domacel and wandering
ynuth in opera look like some-
one's mom nnd dad?

The audience favorite, howev-
er, remains Frank Hernondez as
Papageno, a comic counterpart
to Tamino who fails miserably
during each of his friend’s tests
of faith. He's so watchable
because it's him, far more than
Tamino, that most of us can
relate to.

From the low, low bass of
Kevin Bell's ngh Priest Sarns-
tro to soprano Elizabeth Carter's
Queen of the Night, all of the
actors in “Tho Magic Flute”
outdo themselves with larger-
than:-life portrayals. Even a lech-
orous Monostates (John C.
Pierce) evokes more lnughs than
hisses as he weakly tries to rav-

age the k|dnnpped anmn

Monitors strategically: placed
throughout the theater provide
subtitles during the sangs; even
though the German opera has
already been translatéd. to
English by the singers. Stilk I :
suppose it's a helpful crutch.

The show invariably drags in
the second half, but the surpris-
es in the enchanting scorc {like
the reprise of Papageno’s magic
bells) keeps even the squirmiest
audience members attentive.

Shows like “The Magic -Fhute"
prove that Mozart in alive indeed
and residing at the The Detroit
Opera Theatre. o

SHIREKE
CARS

11 am-Y pm. FREE}

INNOVATION STATIONS
- FRATURING:

CYBER-SCHOOL

Get surfin’in our techno-school and see

what’s new in cyberspace

HOMEWORK HEADQUARTERS
Find out from the experts how to
help your child moke the grode

THE HAFETY Z0NE
A safety city teaching children
how to be streetwise and car safe

AND MORE!

oh

Sunday October 26 « Southfield Civic Center Sou’thueld
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