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BY LINDA ANV CHOMIN

) BTAFY WRITE!

Frank and Kelly Nachtman of
West Bloomfield track the foot-
wteps of artists van Gogh,
ihubigny, Monet, and Rodin in
an exhibition of photographs
continuing through Friday, Oct.

1 at the Livenin Civic Center
Library Fine Arts Gallery.

The husband and wife team
traveled to France twice to cap-
ture one of the conscquential
centers in the world of art histo-
ry. Duaubigny’s studio, van
Gogh's grave, Monct's gardens in
Giverny, and the Louvre put one
in the mood to hop a plane as the
; Nnchtmans follow the route of

.1 the masters,

“Everyone can associate with

i Paris and France; it’s a very

.. romantic place,”

said Kelly

!: Nachtmon, “And most people

know of artists like Matigse and

van Gogh, so nearly everyone

ean appreciate these photos.”
Nachtmaon ond her husband

" Frank have a possion for art,
.+ sculpture and architecture. She
-1 studied photography and fine art

\ at Wayne State University and
manages The Print Gallery in
. Southfield. Frank has no formal
. photography training and works
as a chemical engineer. The color
and black and white pho-
tographs ere taken on trips to
France in May of 1996 and
September of this year.

“l spent a long time rending
hoping to sec where the artists
worked and lived,” said Nacht-
man, who like Frank graduated

4; from Stevenson High School in

! Livonia.

R SO

“There were no tour
| groups so we had a wonderful
. view of places like the wheat
: field in Auvers-sur-Oise where
; van Gogh painted his last paint-

Photography of France

What: The Livonia Arts Com-
mission presents Kelly and
Frank Nachtman’s color and
black and white photographs,
‘which focus on one of the
great art centers of the world,
Ten percent of the sales go to
the Barbara Ann Karmonos
Cancer Institute in memory
of loved ones who died from
cancer.

When: Through Friday, Oct,
31. Hours arc 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.
Monday to Thursday; until §
p.m. Friday and Saturday;
and 1-4 p.m. Sunday.

Where: Livonia Civic Center
Library Fine Arts Gallery,
32777 Five Mile Road (east of
Farmington Road).

ing 100 years ago. This last time
we went to Southern France and
Arles where van Gogh spent
about three years. The house he
lived in was destroyed in the war
but just walking the streets and
secing what he saw gave you an
idea of the environment in which
he crented the work.”

The Nachtmans visited
Monct’s Garden in Giverny in
May of 1996 when it was so cold
Kelty purchased gloves to warm
her hands enough so she could
work. The Japanese garden and
bridge reveal the beauty that
inapired Monet's waterlily paint-
ings. Monet’s house is onc of
Nochtman’s personal favorites
because it's “just as colorful
inside a8 out” and reminds her of
“his paintings of pink, green and
yellow.® Today, the house
remains the same as when

Monet lived there, pink with
turquoise shutters and a green
ataircuse.

“You enn see how important
color was to him; he was sur-
rounded by it," said Nuchtman.
“The gardens he created, oll of
bis belongings are still there, his
palettes and casel.”

Located 16 miles outside of
Nice, the Colombe d'Or {Golden
Dove Hotel and Restuurant) in
Saint-Paul-de-Vence was the
backdrop for many discussions
between the masters,

“Artists like Matisse and
Picasso had lunch there,” said
Nachtman, “The owncers allowed
the artists to pay for their meals
with their paintings. Now, you
go inside and it's like a little
museum and you can have din-
ner under a Matisse,”

Cafes were popular places for
artista to congregate and discusy
their work. Although fow exist
today, the Poulbot in Mont-
martre, a favorite of Picasso and
van Gogh, remaina.  *

“We tried to capture what you
see on the streets, the shuttered
windows and flower boxes,” said
Nachtman, “Cafe acenes ore o
big part of Paris. The scats are
with their backs to the restau-
rants 80 you con watch the world
goby."

Few of the imoges, including
the cafes, contain people; no easy
trick in Paris,

“We got up many mornings at
5 a.m. because it's a very busy
city,” she said.

Project obstacles

Capturing scenes sans people
and enduring the bitter cold
weren't the only problems con-
fronting the Nochtmans during
that first trip. Gray days played
havoc with the light. The second

time around the Nachtmans
wore prepared to take the more
than 1,000 photographs. They
are still sorting through the
images deciding which to exbibit
in the future.

“Typically in Eurepe you get o
lat of overcast days so we bought
filters nnd polarizers and ended
up not having to use it becouse
the weather was beautiful.”

At the Musee du Louvre, first
constructed as a fortress in 1190,
the two encountered yet another
obstacle to their project. Unlike
museums in the states, they
were able to photograph without
permission but for a few excep-
tions.

“You arc able to take phe-
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Caring has always been essential to curing,

and that is especially true when it comes to our
young patients. We care about children so we
know how to care for them. At the University

of Michigan Ilealth Centers, we believe the only
way to know your child and understand all of
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tographs but no flash and no
tripods,” said Nachtman. “Not
even on the exterior of the Lou-
vre ean you use a tripod. A guard
wos kind enough to remind us
but not confiscate the film while
we were shoating the exterior ot
night.”

The architecture of the Louvre
and Notre Dame Cathedral were
among Frank’s fuvorite. A dra-
matic photograph of the Eiffel
Tower, built for the Universal
Exhibition of 1889, was taken at
street Jevel looking up. The Eif-
fel Tower appears in several of
the Nachtmans' photographs as
it is one of the largest structures
in Paris and an internationally-
knuwn symbol for the City of
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The Pyramld. The recent entrance addition to the Musce du Louvreby American !
architect .M. Pei is a controversial one.

Light. In & daytime plmtugnq:h.
the Louvre Museum in Paris
looks incongruous with its oon-
temporary Pyramid entrance.
Bathed in the gold light at mght
it's majestic.

“It's casy to navigate around
Paris because you can slwpys
see the Eiffel Tower, one of two
of the Jorgest landmarks,” said
Nachtman. “Pariy is absolutely
gorgeous at night, All of the

are lit up. di
at the base of the Eiffel Toer
looking up it's absolutely mas-
sive. And the Louvre, there's atill
a ot of controversy Rurroundmg
the Pyramid. Some pooplo Invn
some people hote it.”

“From a historical aspect, ’thc
Eiffe! Tower is renlly an engi-
neering feat for being construct-
cd at the turn of the 20th centu-
ry,” said Frank Nochtman. %All
of Paris is stimulating for lhe
engineering mind.” H

On the couples first trigt in
1996, Notre Dame's famous tow-
ery were covered with scaffold-
ing. When they returnud- in
September the gargoyles were
sitting high ntop the shiny clean
facade. They climbed 387 spiral-
ing steps to spotlight the view of
the legendary gargoyles, '

The only double exposed phn
tograph features the Ell'fcl
Tower and the mokeshift tribute
to Princess Diana outside 2he
Pont de L’ Almn tunnel wHere
she was killed in a car accidegt.

“It was a few weeks after:the
accident and people had left
notes,” said Nachtman, “It's Kind
of breathtaking reading al) tHose
notes in different languages.”:

The Nachtmans nearly migsed
taking that firat trip when
Frank's father Tom, who was
suffering from lung cancer, took
a turn for the worst. The Natht-
mans will donate 10 percen} of
their sales to the Karmanos (an-
cer Institute in memory, of
Frank's father, Kelly's grond-
mather, and friends who died
from cancer. Frank chose the
Institute because for six yeard he
worked as o rescarch assistant
in the neurological departufent
at Waoyne State Univergity
Schoo! of Medicine. It was here
Frank honed his photographic
skills by generating photographs
of cell cuitures and tissuc slidys.

“We chosc the Knrmanos Gan-
cer Institute because they're
highly involved in research,”
said Frank. “That's where 1
wanted the money to go tu,,nnl
administrative detail,”

The Barbara Ann l(nrmnnml
Cancer Institute, one of Lhc
nntion's leading cancer reseatch,
trentment, education and dut-
reach centers, originally united
the Michigan Cancer Founda-
tion, Meyer L. Prentia Compre-
hensive Concer Center, Wnyne
State University, and the Detroit
Medical Center in 1994, One
year later, Peter Kormanos, Jr.,
founder of Compuware, donijted
$15 million in memory of this
wifi: Barbara Ann who died ff
brenst cancer at age 46. ’I‘mﬁy,
the orgnnization named in
honor, sces 6,000 patients mch
yenr. ,

“In Michigan this year, 50, 000
peoplo will bo dmrnuned mth
cancer; 20,000 will die,” said
Karmnnos npokcaperaon Pat
Lucier. "Notionally, they expect
1.35 million peopte to be djag-
nosed and 550,000 denths. Those
are ataggering facta.” h



