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France has this image prob-
lem.

Many travelers have hoard
that the French are cocl and
even ddwnright rude to visitors,
Theyiyd heard that the French

- area¥rogant, self-centered and
unwelcoming.

David Groen doesn't believe a

ward] of it.
. “Ni3 personal goal is to show
that, thre French are warm, hos-
pip:uxlp:?nd welcoming, contrary
g alaiies people coma back
with,* Groen said,

&84 of Redford han been tak-
infdfgrbups to France and other
EursPdan countries for 30 years
and he believes the image prob-
lem begins with the tourista,

“People go into France with an
attitude that this is the greeting
the; ;wi[l receive. People go with
a chip on their shoulder and a
superior attitude,” Groen said. “I
trayl 'with hostile visitors, and
they find out everything, well
alippst, everything, they heard ia
fi

aen, n former French teach-
er ot Livonia Stevenson High
Schaol, began his group trips
wi-}l students.

A Ij) ];‘IGS I pot o group of par
enty l‘qguﬂu'r to see it they want.
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cd to send their sons and daugh-
ters overseas,” he said. “The firat
year 1 took 12 young girls to
France. That started 30 years of
group travel, students and oth-
era.”

Since retiring three years ago,
Groen has atepped up his per-
sonal travel service to include
soveral trips a year. In February
he is loeading an opera trip to
Paris, where his group will seo
threo operas at the city'a two
leading opera houses. Ho wilt be
pasisted as tour guide by Shirley
Harden, who teaches at “Let's
Go to the Opera” clasa at School-
craft College.

“The luat cight yeors, I've been
taking trips designed for leisure
and comfort,” Grooen said. “My
approach is the humanities, art,
architecture, foods.”

A recent trip featured 12 days
of wining and dining through
southern France with stops in
the Champagne, Alsace and Bur-
gundy regions.

Groen, a gradunte of Central
Michigan University, spent some
time studying at the University
of Strasbourg in Alsace.

In addition to the opera trip,
Groen is planning a trip to Italy
next yenr to see the Shroud of
Turin and to visit Florence nnd
Rome. He would also like to lead

3 Jaunty travel

W ers: David
Groen, in
straw hat,
and his trav-.
elers prepare
to take a train
at the Gare de
Lyon train
station in
Paris.
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a trip to Moroceo, focusing on the
less traveled inland area of Fez,
which he recently visited.

But Groen's real passion is
France.

“France is like the U.S,, it
changes so rapidly from area to
aren,” ho snid.

Before each trip, Groen pre-
pares his travelers by giving a
presentation on what to expect
on the trip. This prosentation is
usually held in the informal set-
ting of a cocktail party or wine
tasting.

“You have to be prepared by

- talking and reading,” Groen

said. “Fronce has tremendous
boauty and history, a culture
that has influenced the history of
the western world.”

Groen has traveled to all asc-
tions of France, but Paris is his
favorite place.

“It's a city that scduces,” he
said. “It has physical beauty, the
energy, the clegant aloofness of
the city. It's visually attroctive
and emationally exciting. I never
tire of the city.”

Groen prefers not to denl with
day guides and handles the tour-
ing himself. He has become an
expert on Paris’ 20 districts, He
is especially fond of the Marais
district, 'which was declared the
country's first historical monu-
ment in 1861,

Groen has aleo kept current
with the raging controversies
aver aeveral new buildirigs that
have gone up in the last 20
years, including the Pompidou
Center, the LM, Pei pyramid
entrance for the Louvre and the
city’s new library.

“The French will debate, they

our guide insists France is warm, welcoming

Tour gulde:

opposite of thg new Bastille,

“The other Jouse, the Bastille,
is a dircet congrast - sleck, coldly
clegant, blgek, silver and
chrome. It hag very good acous-
tics, wonderful staging,” Groen
said.

Opera goers will get o taste of
Italinn, French and German
apera. The lri% will feature per-
formances of Puccini's “Tosca,”
Bizet's “Cormen” and Wagner's
“Tristan und Isolde.”

Groen said he stumbled into
his lifelong interesta in France
and opera. He was originally a

call it discuss, ly any-
thing that happens in their city
or country. On buildings it's nat-
ural to take sides,” he said.

Tourists who join Groen for his
opera trip will be visiting two
contrasting opera houscs. The
Garnier, built in the 1870s, is,
according to Groen, “o pastiche
of baroque and renaissance ... a
wonderful building that reflecta
the period.”

The “gilt, erystal, glass and
marble” of the Garnier is the
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p try student at Cen-
tral when he switched to French.
And his love of opera began ns a
college student when he heard a
performance of “Mephistopheles”
at a friend’s house.

In addition to music, the Paris
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avid Groen, ce

trip will also feature a lot of
Fronch dining. Groen said he
has a “litany of little places I like
to go to.” He said his tastes run
from neighborhood bars and
bistras to haute cuisine restau-
rants. He said he is especially
fond of a small restaurant called
Bonne Femme which is houased
in a 300-year-old building.

‘The opera tour is scheduled for
Feb, 10-18 at a cost of $2,110
which includes round trip nirfare
from Detroit, transfers, hotel,
breakfast each day, two deluxe
dinners and category A tickets to
two operas with an option to see
the third opera.

Groen will take up to 26 people
and is taking applications
through Nov. 6. For more infor-
mation, eall 313-255-9666.

Glvemy: Claude Monet'’s
celebrated garden was an.
inspiration for his magnf-
icent art.
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