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Panel airs change in school start

B

T FhéHouse Education Commit-
tee is mir;:d in the most clemen-
1FPRchool questions: Should
da huve'to wait until their fifth
n]\duyn to start kindergarten?
{Many suburban teachers and
princlpals are supporting a bill
‘1? Rep. Bob Brackenridge, R-St.
joseph, that would gradually
rove forward the birth date to
alart school: Nov. 1 to start
Kindergarten in 1998, Oct. 1 in
11899; Sept. 1 in 2000.
: t‘Thm will allow our young ped-
ke to be more successful,”
-Brickenridge told the panel Oct.
szk citing high foilure rates in
'Ipq )curu of kids who started

"‘rz pnrwl discussed the bill an

}{uur but toak no vote,
ep. Peany Crissman, R-
hester, was coal to the ideo.
Hmﬂa—"ﬂt my two, grandehildren
}u the brightest in the

u!h(! umiled,

ﬂg ose Bogardus, D-Davi-
ed the iden, citing a tiny
F? tEyenr-old who couldn't apen

K o‘iulioolhnu-w door.
*We are taking decision mok-
ng away fram the parent,” said
ep Bob Brown, D-Dearborn

'—s

. bome children are rveady
'hpﬁm: the age of five,” naid Rep.
Debaruh Cherry, D-Burtan.

> +'The Department of Education
‘had.no position on the bill.
T{enee Johnson, n consultant and
fomer tencher in other states,
apid'thnrc is “no particular test
Me can give” to determine if o
cLiId. is ready for kindergarten,

,"Thcre will always be the
youngest,” she soid. The key isn't
the starting age but the curricu-
1bm, Johnson ndded, and Michi-
¥an hns no unndnrd curriculum
for_kindergarten. That is up to
theidistrict.

Steve Manchester, of the
Michigan Association for the
Education of Younger Children,
said the bill would solve nothing.
Life experience is more impor-
tant than calendar age, Manch-
ester said. “Some children have
been read to every day of their
tives: Others have the vocabu-
tary of one-third to onc-half of
theue'who have been read to,”

‘Marichester agreed with the
stute-that the kindergarten cur-
ricvim is more important than
cidendar age. The curriculum
incliides not unly academics but
sociul skilln, self-reliance and
problem solving,

“Under Brackenridge's bill, a
school board could grant children
wahivers to atart achool carlier
timd ctilendar age five. The idea
wad: frowned on by Jim Rund-
borg, 'of DeWitt, representing the
Michigan Elementary and Mid-
dlo3chnols Association.

!Wnivers, he said, “put us at
odds with the porents from the
vury, first meeting. . . All parents
think their children are gifted.”

+Brackenridge produced
cxchrpts from letters by parents
nrid educoators supporting the

Séptoib birthdate for starting
kindergarten. Among them:

- Richard C. Duvidson, Form-
ingtonil Hills: “My daughters face
tHd prisapect of going to school
with children up to 16 months
older than them, literally o 26
percont difference, in age.
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Although my four-ycar-old may
bu able to keep up with children
16 months her senior academi-
cally. . . she also needs ta be able
to keep up with these children
physically, socinlly and emotion-
atly.”

M Susan Wurtz, Lathrup Vil-
lage: “As n pre-school teacher for
16 yenrs, 1 have talked to many
parents who regretted starting
their children who haod a fall
birthday in kindergarten when
he/she was four years old.”

# Baiba Jensen, principal of
Hawkins Elementary, Brighton:
“As an clementary principal for
14 yeurs, I have scen the expec-
tations for children increase.
Although there will always be a
gap between the youngest and
oldest child in the classroom,
huving the children more devel-
opmentalty ready for school chal-
lenges should help us prepure
our students for the 21st Centu-

ry.

Refer to Hause Bills 4697 and
4698 when writing to your state
representative, State Capitol,
Lansing 48909. The House Edu-
cation Committce meets at noon
Wednesdays in 424 of the Capitol
Building,

Discipline bills

The House Education Commit-
tee has formed two bipartisan
subcommittees to deal with
emerging school issues,

One will deal with safe class-
rooms, a topic the Senate has
made o priority this month. The
Scnate is working on bills to
allow school dress codes (sce
item below) and require the
cxpulsion of kids who ndsault
teachers or other pupils. Its

soven members include Penny
Crigsmnn, R-Rochoster,

The other will hold hearings
on the MEAP (Michigan Educa-
tional Asscssment Program)
tests of fourth through eighth

gradors. Its seven members will .

inciude Bob Brown, D-Dearborn
Heights, and Tom Middleton, R-
Ortonville.

Dress code
The stato Senate Oct, 21

PP B 14
achool districts to ndopt dreas

os.

All arca senators voted yes
except Alma Wheeler Smith, D-
Selem, who voted no; and Mike
Bouchord, R-Birmingham, and
John Cherry, D-Clio, who had
excuscd absences,

“A tinkling symbol.” said
Smith. *We didn't mandate
school uniforms because if we
hnd, we would have had to pay . .

That's an extreme cost for
school districts.”

The bill was sent to the House.
Refer to SB 190 when writing to
your state representative.

No federal tests

National testing won't help
schools improve, says the Michi-
gan Association of School
Boards. A pol! of school officials
found 62.5 percent oppoaed n
plan by President Clinton to test
fourth and cighth graders in
reading and math in 1989,

MASB also found school people
oppose bills mandating expul-
aion of students who misbehave
{moat want more options) and
oppose a mandated post-Labor
Day starting of classes.
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Wejust
mvented
one more
way to
getyou
into a

Caravan.

The terrific ease and vcr:ariliry of Dodge Caravan is something
you can really get into,
= You can get into its available a'rrver- side sliding door, for instance.
You can get into its Easy Out Roller Seats™ And you can definitely get
i'r‘(ft) the 32 more cubic feet of room, compan'd to the previous model.
Now we're malmg Caravan even more inviting. With up o $1,000
msh back. Hey, you've got 10 get nto that.

For stifl more info, calt 1-800-1-A-DODGE or visit our Web site at www.dadodge.com

93750-31.000 cash back, depending on madel.

Atways use sea belts, Remembee o backseat is the safest place for children.




