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Farmington incumbents vie for 4-year seats

BY T 8urTd
STAFF WRITER

Re-clection is guaranteed
Tuesdny for the three Farming-
ton City Council candidates.

But they aren't assuming any-
thing. Instead, Mary Bush,
Arnold Campbell and James
Mitchell are going door-to-door ~
even on roiny days such as Sun-
doy — and making it known to
residents they do care and want
to work on their behalf.

One of the messnges going
door-to-dcor sends to people is
“you're serious about the posi-
tion,” said Campbell, the veteran
of the three with 10 years coun-
cil service. “And it shows them
you're interested in the com-
ments they have to make.”

“If people arc out raking their
leaves, I stop and tatk,” said
Mitchell, who was ted in
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1995 to fill an open seat after
Richard Tupper chose not to run.
“It's important to let peopie
know I want to be a city council
member. I think people like to
know you're intereated in the
office and are not being clected
by default.”

And qall three incumbents are
interested encugh in the office to
want to finish in the top two
slota Tuesday, thus earning four-
year terms. The third-place fin-
1sher will get a two-year term,
There are no other local issues
on the ballot. Polls are open from
7am, to8pm.

“Quite frankly,” said Mayor
Pro tem Bush, finishing her firat
four-year term, “I don't want to
have to run again in two years ...
1 definitely want the four-year
term.”

The main renson, obviously, is
four years allows them twice as

long to see varioua projects
through to completion.

“You know you can embark,”
Campbell said. Four years pro-
vides “enough time to accomplish
gome of the goals. With a two-
yoar term, you don't know if
you'll be around to finish any-
thing.”

Al of the candidates want the
full term, but none are actively
campaigning against the others.
They like the chemistry on the

privileged” to be on the council.
“It's a great council and a great
city staff.”

Bush, Campbell and Mitchell
concur that thero are too many
important projects ahead to
quibble about term length. All
three view as essontial to Farm-
ington's future the various
efforts now under way to
enhance the downtown district.

Thoese include the Downtown
1 Authari

“I den'’t think our issues are
the same aa in other communi-
tics,” said Bush, who as a Real-
tor shows prospective homeown-
ers around some of Farmi 's

Candidates’ goals: Keeping =
downtown vital, prosperous *

By TiM 8MITH
STAF? WRITTR

Once again, the Farmington
City Council race is uncontested.
On Tuesday, barring any unfore-
aeen write-in candidacy, voters
will re-glect incumbents Mary
Bush, Arnold Campbell and
James Mitchell.

A low turnout of the city’a
7,000 or #o registered votera is
forecant. For those who do vote,
the only question is who will get
the pair of four-year torms and
who will finish thitd and wind
up with a two-year stint.

Why do you want to continue
on councilt

Bush: *I guess I'm a firm beliov-
or that local governmont is not a
spactator sport. I really feel tho
years coming up on council will
provide n special opportunity for
all of us to shape the future of
Farmington. I want to be part of
that process.”

Campbells “There are a lot of
things that noed to be done in the

th

neighborhoods. *We are almost
totally developed. But, as an
older community, we have to
strive and work hard to main-
tain ~ which Frank (Lauhoff)
does a great job at.”

Mitchell, who calls himself
more a public servant than

council as well as the way the
elected officials work with Farm-
ington City Manager Frank
Lauhoff and his staff.

“We gonuinely respact each
other,” Mitchell said. “We cer-
tainly have our differences of
opinion, But I do feel we can
regard each other as friends,”

According to Bush, she is “very

's long-

said all of the down-

range strategic planning, the so-
called “visioning” process being
coordinnted by Wayne State Uni-
versity and, more recently, the
beginning of the first master
plan review aince the 1960s, by
the planning commission.

Such efforts are crucial, Bush
said, to an older city that is vir-
tually 100 percent doveloped.

town planning projects are hap-
pening for a reason.

“We're looking to the future ...
It's going to pay dividends,” he
said. “We try to stay a step
ahead, we're constantly looking
to improve ourselves. If we don't,
we'd see a doterioration. But
wa're not going to allow that to
happen.”

such as &
developmont and viability of the
downtown. And maintaining our
vory good city services, including
public safety.”
Mitchell: “Boing on the city
council is a public eervice position

.and I've really enjoyed it. We have

a good city manager and atafl, and
it's a great community to live in ...
A lot of things aro going on in the
city right now."

What are your strengtha?

Bush: “Being open-minded, hav-
ing the ability to clearly view both
sides of a situation ... Anybody
that knows me knows of my love
and dedication to the community
and what it standa for.”

Campbell: “My strength is tho
ability to work with a varioty of
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different people, being ablo to
rescarch and undoratand the
issucs, compromise and achiove
win-win rosults.”

Mitchell: “I think I Jock at a lot
of the dotaila of things, the way
thinge function and operate, o8
woll as the big picture. I guoss,
there are times I read something
and I feel I can question things on
a spocific issue ... At the sameo
time, I'm not thore to question’.
what the city managor doea.”

What is your greatest coniri-
bution so far to the council? -

Buah: *Time spent serving the ,
people. For all practical purposea,”
city council is community sorviet.
Sure, we reccive o salary (8800 per.
year), but with the hours and time
spent, it would cortainly come
down to pennies per hour. ™ .

Campbell: “I would say orgadi-
zation. Also, continually reviewing
officiencies (improvamenta) that .
could be done, For example, I was -
instrumental in getting the city to
develop a Web page.” =

Mitchell: “Participation at a lot
of (city) ovents lets people know
I'm present, to provide my input. I
try to participate in as many activ-
ities as I can ond be involved in
boards and commissions.” For
example, ho stepped up to join the
new historical committee, which is
working to develop a multi- -
pronged vision for the Warnoft
Museum: in marketing, fund-rgfs-)
ing and public awarenesa. -

What goals have you set? .

Busk: “We really need to got the
word out about the (historioal) |
museum committee. A lot of peaple”:
don't realize it's a city-owned prop=’
erty and, like any old building, it
requires maintenance and repait.”
Sha also cited the various long-
range planning offorts for down- -
town, those being done by the ~
DDA as well as the “visioning™"'
process being facilitated by Wayhe'
State University. b

Campbell: “Having a viable
downtown is important, not only
to the city of Farmington, but to
the surrounding arcas ... We're the
center for the community. It's
important we have a very aggres-
aive and busy dawntown, & place
people think about coming to.”

Mitchell: Liko the other candi-
dates, ho listed the importance of .
improving downtown, partly to .
spur on businessea and rosidences |
in the rest Farmington. “It
becomes infectious. Onco you see
the development in downtown,
you'll see it take off in other pock-
cta of the city.” .
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