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STAF? P0TO KY Tox Hornarm

Toamwork: Rich Sorenson (left) of Plante & Moran CPAs of Troy and Tom Landry of
A.J. Etkin Construction Co. of Farmington Hills work together to finish one of the
railing posts for the new ramp. The men were part ofa group of alumni from Lead-
ership Oakland to work on the project.

Ramp built by
leaders improves
youth’s mobility

BY VIVIAN DEGAIN
STAFF WRITER

Liko many 13-year-ald boys, Tony Richards, of
Waterford, scowls affectionately when his mom
nags him to take off his baseball hat in front of
company.

But Richards, who stands about four feet tall,
said he's waited four months to wear his hat.

Mom concedes,

Four months ago, for the 14th time in his life, the
growing teenager endured major surgery on his
spine and skeletal frame. The operations were
necessitated to save his life from his own deterio-
rating bones.

Tony, who prefers to call himself a little person,
was born with a genetic dwarfism called Morquio

Loaning In: David Cloyd, who brought
a Troy High School service group
called Project Lead to help with the
ramp, leans in to the job with two arms
straddling the railing.

Keeping watch: Thirtcen-year-old Tony Richards (right) watches as members of -
Leadership Oakland and other volunteers build a new wheelchair ramp at his -

Waterford home,

Syndrome, a condition in one out of 400,000 births.

In Juno, he flew to St. Joseph’s Hospital in Balti-
more for 13 hours of surgery and 10 dnys in a full
body cast, followed by four months at home recu-
perating with his akull screwed in a half-dozen
places to his “hale,” which conngcted to a body
brace.

Tony said in all, he's had 20 places uwund his
head where the halo has been screwed in. Hin red
hnir has grown back, but he still prefers his hat.

“The doctor said there was such severo decom-
pression, it could have severed his spinal cord. It
would have taken him from us,” said Gloriz
Richards, his mom. “His surgeons have fused all
the vertebrae in his neck and upper trunk.”

Grafting bone tissue taken from both of Tony’s

legs, the bones were used to help rebuild his spine,
which now is fused from his skull to the upper
trunk.

The good news is, Tony was stending and walk-
ing up to 60 feet with his walker Saturday to meot
the Loadership Onkland volunteers who came to
build him a handicap-access ramp.

Thanks to the efforts of Leadership Oakland, the
boy, who has traveled out-of-state by cummerclnl
jeta, private planes, ambulance and stretcher, will
for the first time in his life, be ablo to leave hm
houss under his own steam.

+ “Juat like any other teenager, now he can \vnlk
down tho ramp, or use his wheel chair down the
ramp, get to his motorized scooter in the garage,
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