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CONNECTIONS:
RABBI CHARLES H.ROSENVEIG

T hroughout history, politicians
- 4 bave embraced smalt children
in the public eye. But preventing
a dictator's risc to power
demands something all-together
unemotional, says Rabbi Charles
H. Rosenzveig, the founder and
executive director of West Bloom-
figld's Holocaust Memorial Cen-
ter. The 70-year-old, Holocaust
survivor from Poland, generally
steers away from assessing the
murder of six-million Jews in an
emotional way. Instead, he con
centrates on the social, economic
and politica! ingredients that he
believes would have kept “so
many human beings from stooping
so low.”

tn light of the Holocaust Memo-
rial Center’s 13th anniversary,
which will culminate in a Bar
Mitzvab dinner celebration on
Oct. 26, we spoke with Rabbi
Rosenzveig about the center, the
state of cemembering and tus per-
sonal assessment of this water-
shed event
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In light of the Holocaust Memo-
ral Center's annlversary, which of
Its achlevements are you most
proud?

We are extremely proud of
having educated over o million
young people. . . we believe that
we have crented a legion of righ.
teousness in this state, espeeinl-
Iy among the young people bused
on the letters that we have

received from them. We have
taccumulated) hundreds of thou-
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1 personnlly find a particular
picture in the muscum affects
me o lot. . . You will notice thot
Hitler is embracing a little child
there. He was presented to
Hitler as the model Aryan child.
As it turned out, the child was
the grandson of a rabbi. . . which
goes to show you the blindness of
raciam. . . that picture tells you o
lot about the mentality. . . We've
never had a nation formally
maoke a policy to murder a race —
men, women and children.

What (s the philosophy behind
the center?

The philosophy is that human
beings must care for cach other.
We need to survive us a people
in total or we will be destroyed
individually, Our philosophy is
that diversity is beautiful.
Intolerance of  diversity
inevitably is the road to destruc-
tion.

‘What are your goals for the
center and how do they
reflect what you view as the
community’s needs.

There are a number of things
that we are very anxious to
expand upon. Physically we need
to expand. We want to establish
an institution of the righteous so
{vigitors to the center can) see
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We have experienced o human
behavior that the world did not
think possible. That is why we
must learn that lesson and make
sure that we. . . secure a viable,
vibrant and continuous social
structure.

How difficult is it for pco-
ple to confront what took
place in tho Holocaust?

For older people it's very diffi-
cult. For younger people, it is
incomprehensible. They cannot
understand how people could do
these kinds of things, Older peo-
ple have a lifetime of experience.
. . but for young people we've
found it to be extremely difficult
to comprehend. And they're very
maoved, very moved by it.

How does remembering
and confronting the Halo-
caust differ for Jowa and
non-Jews?

1 don't think it ia different and
I don’t think it should be, Yester-
day it happened to the Jows,
Tomorrow it could happen to the
French. . . It is relevant to every
human being.

Some people, although they
agree the Holocaust should
be remembered, say that it
has received too much media
attention. What do you
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Guarding history: West Bloomfield's Holocaust Memorial
Center takes visitors through the horrors of the Holo-
caust, but the lesson that comes with this experience,
ultimately, affects viewpoints for the better, says Rabbi

Charles H. Rosenzveig.

The reason I don't believe it
has been overexpased is because,
in the final analysis, the Holo-
caust was a consequence of thou-
sands of years of human preju-
dice. . . So therefore, it may take
thousands of years to eradicate
it
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What is the Holocaust's
most important lesson?

To muaintain a society's
restraints against the evil
impulses of the people. . . Checks
and balances are critical.

Does time distance us from
tho Holocaust?

It would appear to be the
reverse. The younger people are
more open-minded in learning
about it. It's particularly true, by
the way, in Europe. The older
people have a psychelogically-
invested interest (in keeping) the
Holocaust out of their mind. The
younger people have no such
psychological hangout.

In your estimation, do Jews
in the West Bloomfield area
discuss, think and read about
the Holocaust enough?

1 nover think that they do as
much as they should. I don't
think that any person docs as
much as they should about the
Holocaust because I think it's
such a watershed event in histo-

ry.

Should public schools take
a deeper look at the Holo-
cauat? .

I think so. And I think this is
onc of our accomplishments
here. They look more seriously
than they ever did before. . .
Hopefully in duc course we will
have a regular curriculum
requirement for the study of the
Holocaust.

How is the West Bloomfield
8chools District doing?

I think that they are doing as
well as the other distriets,

Is it important to come to
forgiveness for the Holo-
eaust?

I can forgive as far as [ am
concerned. But am I entitled to
forgive for the 6 million who that
crime was committed against?
They were murdered. They are
the ones who can forgive. I can-
not forgive for them. .. I have no

. authority, no right.
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