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C’ville parent protests

BY MARIE CHESTNEY
BTAFY WRITER

:‘The filing of a false police
ruport this month by a 12-year-
ald fifgh-grader ot
Cjarencoville's Grandview Ele-
inentary hzs prompted one par-
¢nt to protest the way the situa-
tion was handled by school offi-
einls,

< “Tho incident, in which the girl

reported some high school boys
had pulled her into woods near
the school and cut her hair, has
led to a petition drive spearhead-
ed by Grandview parent Carolyn
Keough.

On the petition, Keough, a
nurse, charges the district forced
the girl to undergo “public

ilintion” when sho confcased
to lying in a series of meotings
befere classmates.

School administrators said the
airing of the incident five sepa-
rate times before classmates was
done to calm Grandview parenta
and students who believed an
abduction had taken place on
school grounds.

The school district serves stu-
dents in the citics of Livonia and
Farmington Hilla and Redford
Township.

Technically sponking, the girl
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On Thursday, November 6 , you will have a chance to participate in
person or by phone in the five broadcast of

“First Thursdax Town Meeting”

. —

Here is an exciting opportunity to talk with people who have the answers about
traffic, schools and just about anything that's happening in the halls of your
hometown goverament.

Sponsored by The Eccentric and WXYT-AM-1270, this public forum is open
1o everyone interested in the Birmingham-Bloomfield area.

Join co-hosts Jimmy Barrett, WXYT on-air personality, and Joe Bauman,
Editor of The Eccentric as they broadcast live from The Community House on
South Bates in downtown Birmingham. A panel of Birmingham-Bloomfield
community leaders will be on hand to answer questions and discuss issues.

There is no admission or reservations; however seating s limited, so come on
down early, take a seat and enjoy a rousing exchange of ideas and information.

Don't miss this opportunity to offer your opinion or ask that buming question
in person or by phone! CALL 248-559-1270.

Broadcasting from 10 a.m, until 12 noon in
The Community House
380 S. Bates, Birmingham

@he Eccentric”

Part of HomeTown Communications Network™
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could havo been charged with a
felony because the false roport
involved an abduction, a felony,
said Livonin police Lt. Jim How-
ton.

“But wo don’t see any point,”
Howton eaid. “It's a common
senso kind of thing. She's too
young to bring charges. We
think the girl learned her lesson.
It was an unfortunate thing that
happened.”

On Oct. 14, Livonia police
were called to the school after
the girl reported that during a
fitness walk during lunch recess,
some high echool boys had pulled
her into the woods, held her
arms down, covered her eyes,
and cut her hair,

Police searched the woods with
a tracking dog and found no ovi-
dence that a crime had taken
place.

“We determined it was a false
report almost immediately,”
Howten said. “When we talked
to the gir), it was obvious it did-
n't happen.”

By that time, however, news of
the alleged abduction and
rumors about the incident began
to fly around the school.

“Her bair was actually cut and
she was upsct, so we had no rea-
son not to believe her; immedinte
precautions were taken for the
remaining recesses, with chil-
dren playing only close to the
building,” said principal Ellen
Davis.

‘That evening, the girl con-
fessed to her parents that she
had lied. The girl had cut her
own hair and *figured out a plan
to not be in treuble,” Davis sald.

The girl had no iden, Davis
snid, that her lie would escalate
into a police investigation and

Duamd m hef Kot vomrd B Dyl w4
i e

m———————m——————
EVERY TUESDAI: ALL YOU GANEAT
PERCH

foarful students and parents at
Grandview,

“She truly thought that she
would eimply escape blame from
her parenta by blaming the hair
cut on the high school kids who
didn't really exiat,” Davis said.

The next day, the girl, tho
girl's mother, Davis, counselor
Dennir Ringle and Superinten-
dent Tom Tattan, nll agreed
that, to calm the Grandview
community, the girl should tell
Grandview students what had
happened.

“This was a serious thing and
it impacted a lot of people,”
Davis said. “Rumors were fly-
ing; other kids were seeing boys
running out of the woods. We
wanted the kids to feel safe; we
wanted them to seo that sho was
safe.”

Grade by grade, students
entered the learning center that

morning to hear Davis, Ringle

and the girl talk about the inci-
dent. The three sat in front of
the students. Tattan sat in dur-
ing the scssion involving third-
graders.

Keough's son was one of the
students who listenod to the
story. “He came home and said,
‘thia shouldn't happen to anyone,
not evon a dog,” Keough said.

On the petition she is now cir-
culating throughout the
Clarenceville community,
Keough called the airing of the
incident a “public humiliation”
for the girl.

“A fifth grade child was forced
to underge public humiliation,
during which this child was pro-
sont at five public meetinga to
confess to lying in front of her
peers, and answer questions
relating to her actions by her
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‘humiliating’ treatment of girl

peers,” the petition reads. “Dur-
ing many of these meetings the
child wan crying. We rofuse to
allow a child to bo branded as a
liar in front of the ontire student
body, and to bo subjected to such

. an outrageoua and sadistic form
of intimidation.”

During the sessions, Davis
said she and Ringle mostly
talked, with the girl speaking
only in short sentences to
answer questions put her by her
clasamatea. “Why did you do
that?" “Why did you not goton
beauty parlor?” "Why did you
tell a lie?”

Davis, Ringle and Tattan all
support having the girl appear
ot gessions before clanamatas.
Davis sent a two-page letter
home to Grandvicw parents,
explaining the incident and aub-
aoquent 90-minute sessions with
students.

“It waa done in a compasaion-
ato and caring manner, to com-
municate what's real,” Tattan
said,

The meetings were not a pun-
ishment for the girl, just a way
to “convey to students what had
actually happened,” Ringle said.
“Before each session, weo asked
her, ‘how are you doing? Are

° you uncomforteble? Do you

want to stop? She never said o

.

By lunch hour, studenta were
once again walking on the fit-
ness trail near.the woods
because the incident had been
“cleared up,” Ringle said.

Keough said she is circulating
the petition because she doesn't
“over want to see this happen
again.” She said school adminis-
trators couldn’t assure her it
would not happen again.
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Maybe you'rs using your computer to write the great American novel, or play cool games, or keep track of your inventory,
or lackle some spread sheets.
So maybe it's time for you to expand your horizons.

. hear trom you,

Go global.

You know, hit the Internet. Chack out news, Information and entertainment in your
own backyard and around the world. B & Ep o

Internet access through Observer & Eccentric On-Linel isn't going to Qo g <,
costyou a bundle,either. ey P
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Full Intamnet connection for only 15,95 2 monn. N
You'll get 100 hours of free usage per month; go over 100 hours before tho
month's up it's only an extra buck-eighty an hour. .
Ii's sasy to sign up for Obsarver & Eccantric On-Linel—just use your
computer and log on to ftip: niine, htmf
You'll hear from us with your new account within 48 hours after we_
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Rather pick up tha phone? That's cool. Our subscription lines are
313-591-0500 or 248-644-1100.
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