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MOVIES

‘A Life Less Ordmary not the usual éomedy fare

“Shallow
Grave™ may be
tighter;
“Trainspotting™
more outrageous
and in-your-face.
But if you really
want to sce
where Danny
Boyle’s head is
at, then check
aut “A Life Less
Ordinary,” the
Scottish direc-
tor's third and

JONN
MONAGHAN

The recommendation comes
with a warning. This is not the
best movie of the year. In fact,
“much of it doesn’t work at all.
But Boyle and his compadres
:tincluding producer Andrew
!Macdonald and writer John
i Hudge) bounce so many crazy

tideas at you that the whole

unterprise entertains despite

- itself,

Borrowing frn:cly from old
1y

“It Happened One Night”), a
recontly fired janitor (Ewnn
McGrogor) kidnaps a spoiled
heiress (Cameron Disz), daugh-
ter of the man that fired him.
Once safely away, he has no idea
what to do with her.

The twist is: She doesn’t mind
being kidnopped (it's happencd
before) and ends up giving him
lessons so that he docen't botch
the job. The whole ordeal, it
turny out, has been orchestrated
by a pair of angels (played by
Holly Hunter and Delroy Lindo).
According to heavenly law, they
must happily unite these two
star-crossed lovers or spend cter-
nity stuck back on enrth.

In a clever treatise on the way
movies work, the angels decide
to place them in perpetual jeop-
ardy. After all, how many movics
have you seen where a mis-
matched couple becomes lovers
after a fow close brushes with
death?

Hunler, especially, is a hoot.

Girl blande hair and Nancy
Sinatra boots made for walkin',
her portrayal lurches back and
forth between a cigar-chewing
bounty hunter to a Bond-style
Russian agent. She's obvioualy
having a ball so why can't wo?

Much of the charm in “A Lifo
Less Ordinary” lies in Boylo reg-
ular McGregor (“Trainspotting’s”
memaorable toilet diver), who
plays loser Robert as a likable
slacker with a lousy haircut.
After losing his job, his girl-
friend, his apartment and car in
a single day, Robert does the
impossible by growing more hap-
leas as the film goea on.

The leggy Diaz, in her most
substantial role to date, is one of
the film's wild cards. In moments
she's incredible, like the pleading
call she makes to her father, pro-
tending that she's torturcd. But

year to cronk through a karaoke
song, this time in a redneck bar
where kidnappor and kidnappee
atep out for a night on the town.
Tho resulting dream sequence
becomo yet another clever movie
reference, with the black-clad
Diaz striking a classic Ann Mar-
gret poso from “Viva Las Vegas.”
Far more fun than someone
like Godard (who the mavie also
owes a debt to} would have made
it, “Life” goes on with one impro-
vised idea after another. If this
one doesn't work, another clever
shot or plot twist is close behind.
Though not everyone's cup of
tea, the movic has received a
surprising number of pans, espo-
cinlly by those so kind to Oliver
Stone's criminal “U-Turn” While
both take en the overindulged
rond movie genre, Boyle's trip is
the onc worth taking.
John M han

in the longer bouts of dial
with McGregor, she'’s emotionally
out of her depth.

*A Lifo Less Ordinary” gives

your callz and comments. To
leave John a voice mail message,
dial (313) 953-2047 on a touch-
tone phone, mailbox 1866.

Comedy: Ewan McGregor and kidnap “victim”

Cameron Diaz take a break in “A Life Less Ordma:y

COMING ATTRACTIONS

Scheduled 10 open Friday, Oct. 31
1K STORM®
Bosed on Rick Moody's extrsordinary
confessional novel of life in the bigh *70s. &
comic and tragic (ook st a culture
floundering in the backwash of the sezual
revolution, Stars Kevin Hine, Sigourney
Weavet, Joan Alien, Jamey Sheridan.
b CORNER®
Coutitoom thriller about a highpowered
attorney who travels to Chiua 10 broker 8
multi-mitlion doltar 1elevision deal only to be
accused of murder. Stars Richard Gere,
Bradiey Whitford, Bai Ling, Byron Mann.
“SWITCHRACK™
A FB) sgent fines himse!f in & cat and
mause game with a brllliant-minded serial
killer who has kidnapped his son. Stars.
Denms Quaid, Danny Glover.

1o open Friday, Nov. 7
"MAD CITY*
Twa strangers struggling with their
fates accidentally cross paths at a plv-
otal movement, They form o bond of
mutual need thet Is so profound it will
forever chonge the courss of their lives.
Stars Dustin Hoffman, John Alda, Mia
Kirshner, Atan Alda.

“STARSHIF TROOPIRS"

A tals of the future that charis the lives
of clite members of the Mobile Infantry,
o corps of dedicated young men and
women soldiers fighting side by side In
the ultimate intergalactic war - the bat-
tie 1o save humankind. Based on the
book by Robert A. Helnleln, Stars
Casper Van Dien, Dina Meyer, Denlse
Richards.

“TELLING LIES IN AMIRICA™
The story of a Hungatian immigrant
boy’s in the world of rock
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ang rol) radio and his assimilatlon inte
American society in the carly 1960s.
Stors Kevin Bacon, Brad Renfro.

“WINGS OF THE DOVE®

SCREEN SCENE

Bosed on Henry James’ passionate turn:
ofthe century romance. the story of o
‘woman whose head and heart are in
canflict between 15th century values
and 20th century passlons, Stars Hele-
na Bonham Carter.

“REAN®

In this big screen version of the poputar
British sitcom a qulet but spastic muse-

RRoN BARZDORF/HOLLYNOGD PICTURES COMMARY
Drama: Catherine Sloper (Jennifer Jason Leigh, right):

is a shy, awkward but wealthy young woman who sud-.
denly finds herself courted by smooth and dashing, but
penniless Morris Townsend {Ben Chaplin) in “Wash-
ington Square.”

um curator finds himself the victim of
mistaken identity. :

*IVI'S BAYOU™

Excluslvely at the Main ArL. In this myse
tic tale an eccentric family in & predomi-
nantly black Lovisiana town (s seen
through the eyes of a high-spirited m
yeor-ota girl.

/PARAMOUNT PICTURES AND RYSHER ENTERT)

ML MOsRIXY/
Crime thriller: Lane Dixon (Jared Leto, left) plays a mysterious drifter who crosses %

paths with an itinerant railroad worker Bob Godall (Danny Glover) in “Switch-

Back.”

A sampling of what's playing
at alternative movie theaters
across metro Detroit as reviewed
by John Monaghan.

Detroit Film Theatre Detroit
Inatitute of Arts, 5200 Wood-
ward, Dotroit. Call {313) 833.
2323 for information, ($6.50;
$4.50 studenta/seniors) .

“M” (Germany- 1831). Fridoy,
Oct. 31 to Sunday, Nov. 2 (call for
showtimes). Peter Lorre createa
an-unforgettable portrait of o
child killor who torrorizes Ger-
many batween the wars. Direct-
ed by Fritz Lang, this early
sound classic has been restored
by the Munich Film Archive,
with seven minutes of additionnl
footage and nowly printed subti-
tles,

“To Bponk the Un-ponk-
able: Tho Mespage of Elio
Wiosel™ (Hungary/France-1896).
7 p.m. Monday, Nov. 3. The film
begina with the inauguration of
the Holocaust Mcmorial Muse-
um, then accompanies Nobel
Prize-winning suthor Judit Elek

as ho returns to his home in the
Carpathian Mountains.

Main Art Theatre 118 N,
Main Street at 11 Mile, Royal
Oak. Films play through at least
Thursday, unless noted othor-
wiso. Call (248) 642.0180 for
infc ion. ($6.60; $4 stud
seniors and matinee; $3 twilight)

e Myth of Fingerprints"
(USA-19897). Roy Scheider,
Blytho Danner, and Julianne
Mocre atar in this independent
drama about a family that must
learn to confront hidden trutha.

“Washington Square” (USA-
1887). Jennifer Jason-Leigh and
Albert Finney star in this adap-
tation of o Henry Joames novel
about an awkward rich girl
caught between her over-protec-
tive father and a penniless suit-

or.

“The Full Monty” (Britain-
1997). One of the yenr's most
delightful films is about n group
of unomployed ateel workers who
decide to try their luck as exotic
dancers, The only problem: their

non-Chippendales physiques.

“La Promesse” (I-’runu»
1996). In a district neat
Antwerp, a 16+year-old boy helgs
his lying, swindling father run
network of illegal lmmlgrum
labor.

Magic Bag Theatre 22910
Woodward, Ferndale. Call (248)
644-3030 for mfurmntmn $2)

“Tho Rocky Horror Picturp
S8how™ (Britain ) 1975). 9:30
p.m. Thuraday, Oct. 30. The audip
ence participation classic wherg
it bolongs: in a room full of
cnthusiastic fans and on a klg
acreen, Don't forget the rice n.lfd
toast.

Maple Theatre 4135 g“
Maple Road (ul.’l‘clogrnp >
Bloomfield Hills. Call (248) 858
0090 for information. ($6.76
$38.76 matinees; $3 twilight) o

“The Houso of Yes” (UHA3
1897). A paychological cometly
probes the mystery of o family
whoso strangencse somchow
links with tho JFK nasnumnm
tion. ot



