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Helping others:  Bloomfield Township resident
+ Mirella Panozzo hopes to help Mark Fillipi, age
4, of Clinton Township, in his fight ogainst
emia by running in the 26.2-mile Horolulu
~.-Marathon. Proceeds from a recent fund-raiser
ah! hosted will go to the Leukemia Suciety of

R

nepamd last week.

Amerwa and Mark, not to fund hcr trip to Hon-

Drug lifer law may be rewséd

BY TiM RICHARD
STAFY WRITER

Here and there in the prison
business:

State Sens. William VanRe-
gonmorter and Mike Rogers
have unveiled their plane for
modifying the so-called “650
drug lifer” law,

Tho harshest in the nation,
Michigan's law requires a life
sentence in prison without hope
of parole for anyone convicted of
‘denling in 650 grams (2.2
pounds) of drugs. Aimed at nail-
ing drug kingpins, it has instead
resuited in life terme for many
young “mules” on first convic-
tion.

VanRegenmorter, R-Jenison,
has reported from the Judiciery
Committee his Senate Bill 280
which would:

M Make a convicted person cli-
gible for parole after 16 years if
ho or she cooperated with Jaw
enforcement officiels, hod no
convictions in the previous 10
years for a violent felony, had no
drug violation worth four years
in prison, end wasn't part of on
organized drug gang; provided
the sentencing judge (or his or
her suceessor) had no objection
to parole.

M Make parole available for
persons nlready serving 650-lifer
terms.

M Allow a 26-year prison term
as an alternative to life for a per-
won convicted of possension of
650 grams or more.

" # Decrense from 25 to 20 years

the minimum alternative sen-
tence for a juvenile convicted as
an adult for poasession of 650
grams or more.

M Rcduce mandatory mini-
mum sentences in several kinds
of cnses. For dclivery or posses-
sion of 226 to less thon 650
grama, the minimum would be
reduced from 20 to 10 years. For
delivery of 50 to 225 grams, the
term would be cut from 10 years
to five. The one-year minimum
for delivery of less than 50
grams, and for possession of 25
to 60 grams, would be deleted.

¥ Eliminate a sentencing
)udgna nbility to dopart from
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for “substantial and compeiling
reasons” for offenses involving
less than 650 grams; and provide
that tho mandatery minimum
wouldn't apply if the defendant
cooperated with authérities,

Curreantly, 160 peraons are
serving mandatory life sentences
for delivery off 850 grams or
more.

Rogers, R-Brighton, is sponsor
of & companion measure, SB 281,
amends tho Department of Cor-
rections law to ailow paroles
under SB 280, which amends the
Public Health Code. SB 280 and
281 arc “tio-barred,” which
means that both must be passed
for vither to become law.

‘The bills are on the Senate cal-
endar, and some action is expect-
cd before the end of the year,

Meanwhile, the House Judicia-
ry Committee has emended a
“date rape” drug bill by Rep. Lyn
Bankes, R-Redlord, to modify the
drug lifer law. Bankes' bill is sit-
ting on the House calendar.

Post for Geake

Sen, Robort Geake, R-
Northville, has been appointed
to the 19-member Michigan Sen-
tencing Commission by Scnate
muyjority leader Dick Posthumus.

Geake hns worked on the
Department of Corrections bud-
get on the Appropriations Com-
tittee and on crime issues oy a
member of the Senate Judiciary
Committee, said Posthumus, R-
Alto.

“The Sentencing Commission
waa created by law to develop
and recommend sentencing
guidelines for judges that are
uniformly applicd throughout
the state,” Geoke said,

Geake said the Senate this foll
will consider using any new
prison construction projects as
pilots for “privatization.”

Registry bill up

The Senata is scheduled to
consider an amendment by Mike
Bouchard, R-Birmingham, to the
Sex Offenders Registration Act.
It sots up a procedure to verify
the address of a released offend-

Bouchnrd'a SB 669 would
require the State Police on the
15th of cach month to meil a ver-
ification form to cach person reg-
istered under the act to verify
hie address. The persen would
have five doys to reply.

If enacted, the bill would
require State Police to send out
214,000 picces of mail each year.
The bill anys the registrant
would have to pay mailing eosts,
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but the Senate Fiscal Ax.cncy ‘

noted “there in no method praoe
scribed in the bilk for this to bu*:
one,”
If the offender failed to rcplw-
for two months or the addresk
turned out to be wrong, State
Patice wauld have to investigateri
and inform local police. Locals*
sheriff's and police departments -
to would “oncouraged” to verify'':
oddresses, check compliance nnd "
report errora to the state,
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a new vision
Plastic susgery and a healthier you

DATE:  November 13, 1997

TIME: 7-9pm.

PLACE: Tray Matriorr Hotel
200 West Big Beaver Road
(just west of Livernois)

Board ceriified plastic surgeons will discuss surgical
options and how a healthy lifestyle can make a :

difference in your results,

TOPICS INCLUDE:
« fcelift
* liposuction
* breast

. zbdormnoplmy
plu7

. « blenh

seduction, reconstruction

TO REGISTER for the umum, ot for more
information on plastic surgery options at .
Beaumont, call 1-800-633-7377.

Welk-int welcome if spece permits.
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IMAGINE. GOOD
TO THOSE WHO

As a Comerica AccessOne™ member you'll save time and
money by baving our best banking privileges avaflable
anytime, anywhbere. Like free unlimited access to Conierica
ATMs and up to eight free transactions per statement
cycle at all otber ATMs worldwide, Preferred rates on
savings and loans, Optional PC banking
at no extra charge. With 24-bour access to

THINGS COME
WON'T WAIT,

Financial Service Consultants who can open accotunts
or take loan applications. There's also no cbarge for
A 1ge Series p ! cbecks, teleph banking and
biltpay by pbone. And overdraft | {s irfcluded. All
with no balance requirements. For details call 800-722-0018.
Watch _iyour mall for more information.
ActessOne. It's something to smile about.

WA LISTEN. WE UNDERSTAND
W MAKE ITW/ORK?

Comerica Bank « Mcmher FDIC « Equul Opportunity Lender « www.comerici.com/accessone
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The Titfany Setting

More than a century ago, Tiffany invented an

ingenious setting in lustrous plmjnum.

a precious metal of rare strength and'purity:
Designed to shuwcase the quality and brillinee
n‘f our exceptional diamands, this classic,
six-prong platinum setting remains the universal
standard for engagement rings—a testament o

' the endusing value of Tiffany design.
For a copy of our How to Bury a Diamond bookdet,
please call or visit Tiffany & Co. .

Plasinum engagemens rings frmm 450 t0 SRR

TIFFANY & CO.
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