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OU teaches classes over ‘Net

An casential tool for designing
computer graphics in, of courso,
a computer. But studenta study-
ing computer graphics at Oak-
land University in Rochestor
Hills need & computer just to
take their clasacs.

That's because, for the first
time, tho claeses are taught over
the Internet. Thero are no class-
rooms or regular clasa mectings;
clasees moct “asynchronously”
(not at the samo time). Students
log onto a “virtunl classroom™
site on the World Wide Web, and
study lecture materials, take
tests, and submit homework
right from their computers.

“Computer graphics londs
iteelf to multimedia, asyn-
chronous presentation,” says
Louis J. “Jack” Nachman, pro-
fessor of mathematical acience.
“It’s ensior.for me to demon-
strate the principles ofcnmpuler
graphics, and 1 think, easier for

students to learn them if they're
right there on tho computer
screon, rather than on an over-
head projector in a clasarcom or
in a book. The typical student in
my classes works full timo and
comes to OU after putting in
cight hours on the job, In my
closacs, students can relax, take
their time, and really study tho
complexitics of a particular con-
capt,

Each week, 15 graduate atu-
dents and five under grads log
into the virtual classroom, either
on their home computers or at
OU'’s on-campus graphics facili-
tice. Nackman's “lecture”
appears na a combination of
audio, text and animated graph-
ic illustrations. Students can
send their homowork and tost
answers to Nachman over the
1 too — i with

ular class meetings doesn't mean

students can't engage in scholar-

ly debate. Nuchman and his atu-

dents can mako use of an active

Nows group where the sludnntﬂ
o080 tiona and N

OAKLAND DIGEST

QOakland Digest provides a
summary of headline storics
from arotind the county during
the week leading up to Nov. 9.

BIRMINGHAM

and other students post answers.
Nnchmnn said ]m becamo

Court king tighter securi-
ty: The 48th District Court,
which i is located in Bloomfield

gy as n graduate student, when
he taught precaleulus class over
closed circuit TV. “The idea of
toaching somo class using the
World Wide Web hau been on the
back of my mind for a couple of
years,” he said.

Before classes could begin,
Nachman needed to obtainn
web server, server software, and
development software. Each
week's lesson takea between 30
and 40 hours to prepare, a job
Nachman tackles without any

Jjust an o mail message.
Just because there are no reg-

“So far, the students say they
like it,” Nachman said.

Forum promote drug-free youth

The Birmingham-based Michi-
gan Communities in Actien for
Drug-Free Youth will host tho
12th annual Drug Awarencss
Conferance for Youth and Adults
on Saturdny, Nov. 15, at the
Lansing Center. This year's
theme is “Colebrate Prevention
with Pride.”

Conference objectives include:

B To encourage middle and
junior high students to reach out
to their peers and the communi-

ty.

M To address important drug
prevention issues, focus on prac.
tical solutions and provide the
latest research findings and
information featuring state and
nationally recognized speakers
and presenters.

B To provide participants from
throughout the atate the oppor-
tunity to network, interact with
cach other and offer insights on
innovative programs,

8 To expand the partnership
of volunteers and professionals

Funding
offered for
wheelchair-
using grads

Qakland University in
Rochester Hilla invitos physical-
ly challenged graduate atudents
who use wheelchairs to apply to
the Steven R. and Leah P. Var-
tanian Endowment Scholarship
fund for financial assistance.

Applicants for admission to
graduate atudy at Oakland Uni-
versity, and current Qakland
University graduate students
who meet this criterion should
file a'scholarship application
with the Office of Graduato
Study, 520 O’Dowd Hall, Oak-
land University, Rochester Hills,
Mich. 48309-4401.

The application deadline for
fall consideration is December 1.
To apply, write a lotter contain-
ing tha following information:

® Name, address and tele-
phone number

& Oakland University student
number

@ Oakland Univeraity pro-
gram and degree sought

M A statement indicating oligi-
bility for the Vartanian Scholar-
ship

B A statement of carcer gonls
and aspirations

B Attach an Oakland Univer-
sity graduate transcript (if appli-
cable)

“This scholarship reaffirms
Ockland University's unwaver-
ing commitment to cqunl\ty of
opportunity for all persons,” said
Brian Goalin, ncting dean, grad-
uata study.

*In a socicty that relies on an
informed, educated citizenry, no
one should be donied the oppor-
tunity to attain hia or her fulleat
potential. Oakland strives to
build a community that wel-
comos nnd honors all persons
and that provides equal opportu-
nity in education and employ-
ment.”

Call the dean of graduale
study at (248) 370-2194 for more
information,

through successful ideas and
strategiea for prevention, inter-
vention and treatment,
Speakers include: Harold
Crossley, DDS, PhD, Associate
Professor of Phnrmuculngy vin
the Dental School ot the Uni-
versity of Maryland at Balti-
more; Sharon Chappelle, MSW,
ACSW, LCSW, president of Con-

With hammer and nails you can build a house, With
bricks and mortar you can build a city. But to build a
neighborhood you need people. People who are willing

to work together to build neighborhoods where families

sulting ond Troining Services
Inc., in Middleton, Conn.

Club PRIDE of Atlanta will
leader a youth track workshop
for junior high/middle school
students in gradea 5 to 9.

For registration information,
call MCADY: (248) 642-6270.

can grow and children are safe to play.

The United Way supports 39 youth pro-
grams like YMCA, Big Brothers Big Sisters,

and the Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts that help

the leaders of tomorrow develop the

skills they will need today.

MICS 11502-1097

p and serves West
Bloomficld, Bloomfield Hills,
Sylvan Lnkc Birmingham,
Keego Hnrbor, Orchard Loke
and Bloomfield Township,
recently proposed to add X-ray
machines ond metal detectors to
guard ngainst wedpons being
brought into court.

CLARKSTON

Bank helst suspect nabbed:
The Federal Bureau of Inveati-
gation (FBI) veeently filed onc
count of federal bank robbery
charges in U.S. District Court in
Detroit against a suepect in the
robbery of the Great Lnkcs Ban-

miners during an Oct. 26 keg
beer bash in Farmington. The
teen’s mother and stepfather
supplied beer and hosted the
party at their residence, accord-
ing to Farmington policc. But
polico reports also include
deniala from the parents that
alcohol was being consumed by
minors in their home,

LAKE ORION .

Walk for Life: Close to 100 stu-
dents from Lake Orion and
Oxford turned out Oct. 30 to
affirm life by walking. The Walk
for Life event, aimed at height-
ening on awareness shout sui-
cide and suicide prevention, was
sponsered by the Orion/Oxford
Community Schools Advisory
Council. School administrators,
teachers and parents from the
area, where 8 number of toens
committed suicide in 1996 and
1997, also participated.

OXFORD

3d,

corp bank in Ind

Township. Approximately $4,000
was taken during the Oct. 20
heist. But the FBI will not pro-
ceed with the case until the man
haa been taken through thu]uth-

Township + drug

tests: Addison Township moy

establish an employee drug and

aleohol abuse program that.

would include testing of new

hires and anyone suspected of
b abuse. T hi

cial process in
more rocent Rayal Onk bank Tob-
bery, for which the man waa
arraigned and pleaded nat guilty
on Oct, 30.

FARMINGTON .

Parents charged in beer
bash: The parents of a 17-year-
old Farmington High School
senior have been charged with
providing alcchalic beverages to

trustecs Nov, 3 suggeated that
such a program be considered for
the township'a fire department.

ROCHESTER
Book purchases will aid

' blind: A percontage of all book

purchases made Saturday at the
Rochester Hills Barnes & Noble
store will be donated to Leader
Dogs for the Blind, a Rochester

building is even greater.

Hills-bnsed, non-profic orguniza-
tion that serves blind and
blind/deaf individuals lhruu;,h
out the world,
SOUTHFIELD
Incumbent wins tight race:
Southfield Mayor Donald Fra-
cassi won Southfield’s close muy-,
oral election Nov. 4, beating out .
challenger Barbara Talley by 99,
votes. Fracaasi, 62, received 60.1
percent of thoe vote. Tolley, 85,
captured 49.9 percent.
TROY
‘Froy losea land fight: An
Oakland County judge ruled Oct.
31 that the former Rockwell
Iriternational Corp. and the Nel-
son Companies, Inc., are entitled
to build o shopping center and
Target store on 22 acres of land
in Troy ncar Maple Road. The
companies filed suit againet the . .
City of Troy in 1994, after the
City Council denied their
request to rezono the property
from ligh¢ industrial to commcr
cial.
‘WEST BLOOMFIELD
New store features Judanica
art: A new retail store, called - -
ZYZYX! (pronounced “Zi-zick:"),
which features an extensive col-
lection of Judaicn art, opened its |
doors Nov. 1 at West Bloom- '
field’s Boardwnlk Shopping Cen-
Ler on Orchard Lake Rond, south .
ple. For more information,
248) 639-3309.

cnIl

—Compiled by staff writer .
Nicole Stafford

Last year, you helped fund these agencies with $2.3

million. This year, the need for skilt and leadership

With every dollar donated, 90 cents goes directly

to people in need. So your money is being put to

you help.

good use, and so arc the talents of the kids

If we want to build better neighborhoods, a

United Way
Give Help. Give Hope. Give Now.

ball like this can be an invaluable tool.

And we can't atford to drop it.

Ell Goodwrench Service’ZYs
The 24 means better.

www.gmgooiwrench.com
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