Resurrecting a name
from the literary past

8 a child growing up in Bloom-
field Hills, Robert Louis Steven-
san 11l would search hia back-
yard for buried treasure,
Apparently, it was in his blood - not
to mention dictated by his ancestry -
to look for a hidden fortune,

To get in an adventurous mood, he'd’

take nlong the classie, “Treasure
Ialand,” written in 1883 by his great-
great-cousin bearing the same name.
And the prolific author of such clas-
sics as “The

| What: Robort Strange Case of
Louls Stevenson Il Dr. Jekyll and
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new book, *Yorch- “Kidnapped,”
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Books, 34300 While tho
woodward, Bl modern-day
Ingham; (248) 203 | Gtevenson is an
0005. accomplished

deep-sea diver
and rock climber, his moat consuming
challenge for the last 26 years haa
been to find the breakthrough path to
becoming a published noveliat.

For Stevenson, history has repeated
itaelf.

In a case of peraeverance and
undaunted dedication being reward-
ed, another Stevenson has, once
again, found a buried treasure.

‘This weckend, Stevenson will
return to the area with his 200-page
treasure, “Torchlight,” for a book sign-
ing at Borders Books in Birmingham.

The trail, however, has been seldom
clear or casy, Stevenson’s name has
been more of o burden than a bless-
ing. Imagine the imposing challenge
of an up-and-coming playwright
named Bill Shakeapeare.

Kindred spirits

“For as long a8 I can remember, I
wanted to be a writer,” said Steven-
von, who lives in Greenwich, Conn.,
with his wife and two children.

But writing wasn't paying the billa.

He drew his paycheck from bar-
tending. His thrills didn't come from
critical literary reviews, but from div-
ing explorations of wrecks such as the
U.S.S. San Dicgo and the most treach-
crous of all, the Andrea Doria.

In 1991, while diving in the Andrea
Doria off the const of Nantucket,
Mansa., Stevenson got lost in the maze
of stairwells connecting the ship's 10
decks. He surfaced with no air left in
his tanks, and suffering the dizzying
cffects of nitrogen narcosis.

Scarching for treasure under the
sea nearly cost him his life. While hia
distant relative would've loved the
drama, Stevenson realized it was time
ta sct aside his real-life adventures.
He recommitted himself to his on-
Iand ambition,

In the tradition of his distant
cougin, Stevenson haa conjured an
engagingly told adventuro that critica
have compared with the literary work
of the 19th-century writer whose
work shaped the genre.

Recapturing idealism
At 45, more than 20 years after he
attended the prestigious Univeraity of
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FROM A GLIMMER TO THE SPOTI.IGHT
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From hia vantage point on the
ninth floor of the Palma Building
along Woodward Avenue in Detroit,
Chuck Forbes of Troy locks out to
what he says will soon be an urban
prmnu The 100- qero aite thut

from

the most contested

izes economic despair.

be barren for long.

1y run-down district into a gl

arcels of land
in the city’s recent development his-

tory.

Unlike 20 years agb when Forbes
began his real estatb ventures in
the downtown district, the sight of
demoliahed buildings and vacant
land on the site no longer symbal-

to the I-75 freeway T{u been one of

These days, leveling the land-
scape is being done in the name of
progress. With a crack of the bat
and toss of a coin, the prairie won't

In mid October, the official
ground-brenking was hetd for the
new Detroit Tigers' baseball stadi-
um. And with a next-door football
stndium and three new casinos
planned for the adjacent areas, the
anticipated influx of capital and
people should transform the former-

Thomas, office manager, and
ident of Forbes Management.

Vantage polnt: Dave Thomas, manager of the Elwood Bar
and Grill (left to right), Chuck Forbes, founder, Alyn

Jim Forbes, newly named pres-

huck Forbes:
catalyst of revived
ter district
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international destination,

humble yet tenacious,
plan.

No formalities

Park, His moat i

Elwood Bar and Grill.

There waa a time not long ago
when nearly the only one interested
in the properties vrnn Forbes, a

jidealist with a

From the late 1870s to the mid
19808, Forbes bought, refurbished
and rented 40 propertiea in the gix-
block district aroupd Grand Circus
pressive - and

ublic - purchases were the Palmas
uilding and attached State The-
ater, the Gem Theatre and the

Often unreported is that in the

early 19808 Forbes purchased the

Fox Theatre and began restoration

offorts, Mike Ilitch bought the his-

toric building ~ which Forbes had

transferred to the city — and com-

plet.ed the $8 million renovation in
1980,

Today, the ficrcely independont,
family-run Forbes Management
Corp. finda itself in & game of politi-
cal gameamanship alongeide busi-
ness giants such as Ford and Iliteh,
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Gom Thestro Facts

W Onginelly caiiea, *The Lttle Thaatra,” bultt
in 1928. Designed by ronowned architect
Goorge Maxon. Totel cost: $25,000.

W Hames of thestar tince eaty $930a: Rivoli,
Drury Lene, Cinoma, Vanguard Playhouse.
B The Vanguard was  residontial thaatro com-
‘pany founded by actor George C. Scott in

1064, .
] Purtnlud for $5,000 by Chuck Forbes in
79,

. Rmmldc\d reopened whh “ANgH
Strun," December

W Seating capacity: s |nc|umm covaret and
traditional theatse seating.

Brved from tho wrecking tell

W Moving preparations began in May, end
should bo completed by Jawary,

W Tho Gem/20th Century Cluh was maved
1,850 feet from its original aita to s new
home on Madicon Avenuo bcross from
Music Hall.

& The move of 1he 2,750100 buikiing is &
worid record for the hoaviest bullding moved
on whoels,

8 Curtently, preparations ace being mace o
place the bullding on Its naw foundation.
The "final pult” {sbout 00400 feet) In
‘scheoulod for this weak. Visitors are wal-
coma #t the skte.

R The Gom and 20th cenwry Club mre schod-
uled 1a reopen In Sering

& Ewood Bar and Gl Is mo cutranty being
Prapared tc be Maved to the Gem Theatre's
new Mie.

Ursula Oppens: The

acclaimed pianist has b
a champion of contempo
rary composers.

Beethoven

with pianisit_;_"_

BY lIlJGﬂ GALLAGHER

Clossical pianist Uruulu .
Oppens tells a story that her
musician mother invited a friend_ .
over to practice Boethoven'd =
“Hammorklavier” just befgre
Oppons was born as a postive pre-
natal influence.

But it was a later oncnunter '
with Beethoven’s monumenta}
sonata that had a bigger impact.

“1 do know that when I was o
15-year-old girl I heard Edward
Auer, who was two yeara older
than me, practicing the ‘Henm= -
merklavier’ and it was wonderful.
For many years I thuught Id .
never be able to play it,” she smd.' .
“Then 15 years’ N
ogo I decided it

was what 1 Beatroven the |

wanted most to | Contemporaty

do,” X What: Ursuls
Fridoy night | oppensper- ., |

Uraula Oppens | forms
will begin a | Beethoven's 7|
threc-yoar [ SonatainBfial
odysscy at the | MelornOp. 22,5
University of | ond Sonatain ,é
Michigan's | joMaoc 00,
VCRBON 5| 406, and Ellott
Rackhom Audi- { ¢arors piono
torium, per- | sonpta.
forming all 32 .
Bocthoven | Fum v

piano sonatas,
contrasted with | (o n L criom.
related works | 615 €, wasning:
by modern | ton, Amn Arbor -
compoesers. On

Whars: Rack. 7',

Sunday, the A“m,"“m‘_';"sm,"—;
American | guamtotper @ 1
String Quartot | forms M
will begin a | Besthoven's .’
similar throe- | QuartstinB- { <
year series of | flet,On. 18, No,

the Beothoven | 8and Q\“ﬂbﬂn—

2 minor, Op.

string quartets
and modern
works, Tho two
series will be
tiod together
under tho title
“Beethoven the
Contemporary.”
“It was basi-
cally my idea,
an idea to some o
extent cncour- | (343 76&:53@
aged by my
management ..
and friends. They encouraged e’
to do what I most wanted to do,”
Oppens said in the tolcphq‘né‘
interview from her office at
Northwestern University. ...
The idea behind the concerts
was to reclaim Boothoven as a
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DSO concert features harpist with angelic touch

BY FRANK PROVENZANO
BTAF¥ WILITER

For a relatively young musician who'll
soon perform with the Detroit Sympho-
ny Orchestra, harpist Allcgm Lllly of

She wants desperately to knaw who's
on tho phone, But sho heeds her moth-
er'a advice and continues with the “for-
mal” interview.

Moods t)mngo fnaler than the escalat-
ing gli in do's raging *Song

Bloomfield Hills appeara
Lilly talks clnqucntly nbouz the now

picce she's working on, a composition by

the pr inent 20th-century
for the harp, Carlos Salzedo.
And then, the phona rings.
Almost on Pavlovian cupe, the aecom-
plished, award-winning musician alips
into her other persona: a 12-yenr-old
girl with a panchant for taiking about
toys, arguing with her older aister and
listening to Third Eye Blind - a pop
music group, not a decrepit classical
bl

in the Night.” And nuddenly, it's quite
apparent that perhaps Lilly’s greatest
talont is her uncanny ability to travel
readily among worlds, bath musicol and
generational,

In perfarmances on Tuesday, Wednes-
day and Friday, thousnnds of Oakland
County students will come along on
Lilly’s etheroal flight along her newly
reatored Empress Harp when sho per-
forma Debussy’s Danse sacree ef profane
as il saloist with the DSO at Orchestra
Hall.

g e

Lilly will join performera from Dance
Dotroit, and the Detroit Symphony
Civic Orchesatrn in the DSO's apening
Educational Concert Scries presonta-
tion, “On Your Toos.” The DSO has
arrangoed for motro area aschools to
attend the concerts, which aro not open
to the general public.

The multimedia show has boen
dosigned as an introduction to ballot
music for young listeners, said Daisy
Newman, DSO director of education. A
local viaual artist, Darry] Switt, will be
on hond to create impressionistic draw-
ings inapived by the music and dancers.

*“Wao live in a visusl age whoro kids
are bombarded with images, 8o we have

’ Plenso sco DSO, i3
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Ethereal sound: Harpist Allegra’
Litly of Bloomfield Hills per-

forms a picce by Debussy in the
DSO0's ballet music program for .
young students.




