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Ford Hospltal hlstory tells
story honestly, succinctly

. Henry Ford Hospltal: The First
76 Yoars
By Patricia Scollard Painter
(Henry Ford Health System,
$20

BY HUGH GAIMGHEH
HBTAFF WRY

This ahon, informative history
of the pioncering Detroit hoapi-
tal does an excellent job of weav-
ing the houpital's history into tho
general history of the city of
Detroit. In a vense, it would be
impossible to scparate the two,

Hospital orchiviat ond histori-
an Patricin Scollard Painter of
Troy presents a history that is
notablo for its honesty ns well as
ita historical perspective. The
history is aa blunt about the
shortcamings of the hospital and
some of its administrators as it
ia complimentary and supportive
of its many succcsses,

Henry Ford Hospital celebrat-
od its 76th anniversary in 1990.
The hospital was originally
planned by doctors from
Hospital as a teaching hospital
and os a way to relieve the over-
crowding in the city’s existing
hospitals. Through a Jong and
often contentious process, Henry
Ford became the sole bencfactor
of a hospital that would attain

worldwide recognition for ita.

Harper |

I ory: ion, ground-
breaking rescarch, involvement
with the community and devel-
opment of a “health system” that
would spread throughout the
metro Detroit area.

Painter has o master of library
science degree from Wayno State
University and worked as an
archivist at the University's
Walter Reuther Library and at
Unisys before coming to Henry
Ford six yeara ago.

The history builds on the
archival work of surgeon Dr.
Conrad Ramsey Lam, who had
establiahed the hospital's
archives. Lam died in 1990, dur-
ing the hospitals 75th anniver-
sary year. Painter snid the con-
vergence of the anniversary and
Lam's death prompted, the idea
for doing a history,

“He was considered the unoffi-
cial corporate memory,” she said.

The hintory is dedicated to
Lom and the 17,000 doctors,
nurses and other employees of
the hospital over the years.

The archives that Lam and
the hospital's director of library
services, Nardina Nameth Mein,
had d P an exten-

“We tried to concentrate on the
great stuff, but we were realistic
about the stuff that were steps
backwards,” she said.

The “great atufl” is a history of
a hospital that wos dedicated to
supplying reasonably priced
medical care to the community,
education for doctors and nurses
and a poaitive presence in
Detroit, especially in times of eri-
ais, Tho hospital played a vital
medical role in both world wars.
The hospital was also a focal
point during the racial distur-
bance of 1897,

‘The hospital's early b

Patricia Scollard Painter holds a
copy of her new history of Henry Ford Hospital, cele-
brating 75 years of medical care in Detroit.

and the hospital in the develop-
ment of Health Alliance Plan,
one of the country’s first HMOs.

Painter said she had a lot of
fun going through the archives
numerous photographs, which
are used extensively throughout
the book.

“The fun part was I got to
wmeet and make friends with peo-
ple who helped develop the
health system. 'eople were very
generous, and I mado a lot of
friends for myself and for the
archives,” she said.

Wntmg a book alno has ita dis-

have strong ties to the renowned
Johns Hopkins University Hos-
pital in Baltimorc because of a
perceived crisis in medical edu-
cation.

Painter said a survey conduct-
ed by the Rockefeller Foundation
in 1910 concluded that three-
fourths of the medical schools in
thu country should bé closed

of their maduquntu

sive photo coll and corpo-
rate documonts that helped
Painter in her research.

Mein and a committee of doc-
tors gave oversight and guid-
ance, but Painter said she was
allowed a great amount of free-
dom in evaluating the material.

“I told the committee, it could-
n't bo a whitewash,” she said.
“Many of those {controversial)
passnges were gone aver a dozen
times.”

Painter doesn't pull punchea
when dnscuqmng Inpses in man-

contro-

i Johns Hopk
one of thoso hnnﬂful of medlcnl
schools found

when you
have a growing family.

“I was carrying tho monuscript
around for five years. It went
with me on every vacation, to

. soccer games and synchronized

swimming and everyone was
always asking, ‘What are you
working on now? I got a lot of
support from my family,” she
said.

Her family includes husband,
Chuck, who works at Kmart's
corporato hendqunmrs in 'l‘ray.

“People looking for doctors
looked to Johns Hopkins. And as
in all things, Henry Ford insist-
ed on only the creme de la creme
whethor it was an auto part or a
doctor,” she said.

Painter traces the continuous
growth of the hospital’s Grand
Boulevard facility and ita devel-
opment of new facilities, includ-
ing the West Bloomfield medical

center. Sho ulw writes about the

the United

versies bclwccn staff mcmbera

Auto Workera, Ford Motor Co,

BOOK HAPPENINGS

Troy High School (who now m.ts
to have the computer in her
room); and son, Chad, an eighth
grader at Smith Middle Scheal. .

“Henry Ford Hospital: The
First 76 Years” is available at
the hospital gift shop at the mid-
town facility or by mail. To
receive by mai), send a check for
$25 (to cover shipping) made out
to Henry Ford Hospital to Potri-
cia Painter, Henry Ford Hospital
Archives, 1 Ford Place, Detroit,
Mich. 48202,

Boale Happcmngs fzalums vari-

BORDERS (BIRMINGHAM,
ELD ROAD)

ou:
bnokalorta Scnd netws leads to
Hugh Gallagher, Observer &
Eccentric Newspapers, Inc.,
36251 Schooleraft, Livonia, MI
48150, or fax them to (313) 691
7279. .

JACOBSON'S
Mark Shiets signs hls new blogra-
phy of Detroit radlo tegend J.P.
McCanhy. 2-4 p.m. Sundoy; Nov.
9, Birmingham store; 69 p.m.
Wednesday, Nov, 12, Rochester

store.

BORDER'S {BIRMINGHAM,

WOODWARD)
Ctasslc music lecture on the
waltz, 1 p.m, Sunday, Nov. 9;
Fiddlers at Work, 2 p.m. Sunday,
Nov. 9; gay and Igsbion book dls-
cuss of *Midnight In tLhe Garden
of Good and Evil,” 7:30 p.m.
Monday, Nov. 10; Dr. Judy
Huriansky discusses “The fdiot's
Gulde to Dating.” § p.m. Tuesday,
Nov. 11; Allen Hoffman signs “8Ig
Leogue Dreams,” 7 p.m. Tuesday,
Nov. 11; Ben Snyder Signs his hle-
tory of Cranbrook, *Once Mére
With Joy,” 7:30 p.m. Wednesday,
Mov. 12; John Hiatt porforms 1
p.m. Friday, Nov, 14; Robert Louis
Stovenson [If signs “Torchlight,”
noon Saturday, Nov, 15 at the
sloro 34300, Woodward,
Birmingham,

Flutlst Susan Lazarre, 2 p.m.,
Sunday, Nov. 9; Spanis club, 7
p.m. Thursday, Nov. 13; guitarlst
Jim Akans, 7 p.m, Friday, Nov. 14
at the store 31150 Southfleld
Ropd, Birmingham'(248)844-
6484

BORDERS (ROCHESTER HILLS)
Modem Asset Allncaﬁon 7:30
p.m, Monday, Nov. 1
Anthony Stachurskl, pm.
Wednesday, Nov. 12; Dennls
Cyporyn Band, 8 p.m. Friday, Nov,
14; storytime with Ardith
Laskowskl, 1 p.m. Saturday, Nov.
15 at the store, 1122 South

BALDWIN LIBRARY
Writers Live at the Bookstore fea-
tures Lewls Nordan author of
“Lightning Song,"” 7:30 p.m.
Thursdey, Nov. 13, ~t Community
House, 380 Bates St.,
Birmingham.

SOUYHFIELD LIBRARY
Cartoonist Mark Crilley, croator
of the comi¢ book Akika, discuss-
©8 his work, 2-3 p.m. Soturday,
Nov. 15, at tha (ibrary, 26000
Evergreen Road, {248)948-0480.

MURDER, MYSTERY & MAYHEM
Fiction discussion group on
Barbara Kingsolver's *Beon
Teees,” 7 p.m. Thursday, Nov. 13;
Mystery mavens discuss

Roag, at
Mall, {248)650-7179.

BARNES & NOBLE BOOKSELLERS

(WEST BLOOMFIELD)
Joo Falls, veteren Detroll sports
writer, signs his book, “Joe Falls:
50 Years of Sports Writing,” 7
p.m. Wednesday, Nov, 12; discus-
slon of Homer's lllad and
Odyssey, 7:30 p.m. Wednasday,
Nov. 19 ot the store, 8800
Orchard Lake Road, West
Bloomfleld. {248) 826-6804.

BORDER'S (DEARRORN)
Duvid Vanco diccussos his
“Shoakeaspaare In tho 21st
Century,” 7:30 p.m. Thursday,
Nov. 13 at the store, 5601
Mercury Drive, Doarborn
(313)271-4441,

2 Mosely's “Bonita Faye.”
7 p.m. Thursday, Nov. 20 at the
store, 35167 Grand River,
Farmington, (248)471.7210.
TROY LIBRARY
Betty Swartz gives the low down
on cruises 7 p.m. Tuesday, Nov.
11 at tha library, 510 West Big
Beaver, {248)524-5338 to
reserve a seat.

SHAMAN DRUM
Robert Axetrod discusses "The
Complexity of Cooperation,” 4
p.m. Sunday, Nov. 9; Ron Suny
8igns “The Soviot Experiments,
the USSR and the Successor
States,” 4 p.m. Friday, Nov, 14,
8t the staro, 313 South State
Street, Ann Aror. (313)662-
7407 or (800)490-7023.

vt



