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Traffic fatality: A 67-year-
old woman died after a
car crash on Halsted
Road in Farmington Hills
Tuesday./A4
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Bash bust: We co

the community’s outcry
and concern over a recent
teen house party in Farm-
ington./A18

Farmington school stu-
dent makes a go of life in
wine country, with a vine-
yard in California./B1

Satlstaction; The Rolling
Stones, “the Greatest Rock
and Roll Band in the
World,” are bringing their
best stuff to the Silver-
dome./E1
2!, ek
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Hot off the gridiron

Page C1.

Hawks on a rol: Scott Meier cooks up some burgers while taiclfat:'ng before Farmington Harri-
son’s first-round playoff game against Dearborn Edsel Ford.
Ypsilanti on Saturday. For more details on the team’s state championship bid, please turn to

The Hawhs won 56-21 and face
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FHS play’s tone
draws critics

BY TiM SyITH
STAYF WRITER

Most who attended “Rumors” at Farm-
ington High School laat week thoroughly
enjoyed how students performed the Neil
Simon comedy.

But some didn't think cantent of the play,
includi ing and refc to drink-
ing, was auitable for younger audienco
membera. Fliers advertising the Nov. 6-8
performances at FHS wera posted in the
middle schools. .

Parents of at least two middle school stu-
dento subsequently ealled the high school
to register complaints about the play's con-
tent, said assistant principal John Barrett.

“There were two complaints that I know
of, that there was too much swearing and
references to drinking in the play,” said
Barrett. “... Evorybody in tho play was
married. It wos intended to be like a situa-
tion comedy.” :

The FHS auditorium was only about
half-filled for each of the performances,
with about 400 people attending the 860-
seat venue. Barrett said *straight playa®
typically are moro scarcely aticnded than
musicals. .

But, Barrett continued, *Rumora” was
presented, inatead of tho usual broad-based
musicals, because co-directors Dick
Burgess and Leanne Walter *were looking
to do something a little different” for a high
school audience.

*It's unfortunate that it was advertised to
n younger audience,” Barrott said.

According to the assistant principal, both
Burgess and Walter "regret” that middle
uschool students wero encournged to attend
a comedy that might not have been suitable
for them.

“In the future they'll bo more careful
about where thoy advertise,” Barrett said.

Barrett described the general audience
reaction to cach performance aa “excellent.”
But he conceded that it probebly ia trickier
in the late '80s to serve up something on
stagu that does not offend someone.

“Thesc days it's hard ... with such a
diverna audience, to plense everybody, even
though it was intended as a comedy,” Bar-
rett sald.
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PC may
reveal
Sex case
answers

Agents investigating
Scoutmaster’s computer

Farmmington Tills church reacts, AG
BY BUZANNE L. PARKER
BTAYP WRITER

Sitting on a Jong con-:
ference table in the
West Bloomfield Police
Department is  al
Packard Bell Pentium

stuffed with . Paul:
Kelly's job is to ask it the right ques-
tions. :

Kelly is a U.S. Customs agent. He's
trying to take on objective look at the
data to determine if the computer's
owner ia involved, to any degree, with
the proliferation of child por: hy
on tho Internet.

The computer belongs to Steven Sid-
ney Potter, n 32-year-old West Bloom-
ficld resident. Potter has nn account
with America On-Lino. His sign-on is
BSASATETY1, referring to his nvolve-
ment in Boy Scouts of America as lead-
er of Troop 230, based out of Qrchard
United Methodist Church in Furming:
ton Hills. As of Wednesday morning;
Potter's account was atill active. .

According to hia AOL member pro-
file, his quote is “Just do it.” !

Please sco 8EX CASE,

Council, developer haggle over plans

BY LARRY O"CONNOR,
STAFF WIITER .

In the wake of two rezoning requests
being shot down by Farmington Hills
City Council members, a proposed 70-

1

by residents, denying their respective
rezoning requests at Monday's regular

meeting. N
Phoenix officials asked the parcel to
be rezoned for more densily,'frum RA-2
housi < hmead

ta 80-unit housing d for 13
Mile Road remains swirling in the
dust.

Phoenix Development wants to build
a high-density project on four of 12
ncres on a parcel next to the Detroit
Baptist Manor senior center. In
exchange for more units, the developer
is offering remaining land to be used
for n park area and protection for exist-
ing wetlands.

The Farmington Hills City Council
took another step in unlocking a stale-
mate between the developer and near-

to multipl il

ow d it be ch 1 to
the less dense RA-1.
Council members turned down tho
Phoenix rezoning request. The home-
owners’ requoat was subsequently

denied 8-1 with Mayor Aldo Vagnozzi'

dissenting.

The action aliows the developer to
proceed with o request for planned unit
development, which wouldn't be affect-
ed by the rezoning denials, The PUD
request, if pursued, wouldn't be heard
before the planning commission until

Moviegoers will miss
Old Orchard Theater

BY RICHAED PRARL
BTAFP WRITER

Whethér it becomes a dollar store or
a restaurant, theater-goers say the Old
Orchard 3 Theater will be missed.

The movie house, the only Farming-
ton Hills theater operated by American
Multi Cinema Inc., and ane of threo in
metro Detroit reported to be acheduled
for closing by the corporation, is
expected to shut {ts doors spmetime
after the first of the year.

The other two are the Americana
Waest, north of the Old Orchard on
Orchard Lake Road in West Bloom-
field, which is rumored to become an
auto denlership, and the AMC East-
1end Mall in Harper Woods.

However, no confirmation could be
cbtained from AMC's regional office in
Now Jersey, which' did not return

Observer telephone calls.

The Old Orchard Theater, a three-
sereen house operating at & time when
16- and 20-screen houses arc becoming
the norm, has been open at its sito on
Orchard Luke Road north of 12 Milo
Road since the middle 1970s.

And there was no word as to what
use the building would be put,
although Dale Countegen, directar of
planning, community and economic
development for Farmington Hills, snid
he had gotten somo inquiries.

Office use

He said the huilding is zoned for
office use, with o special use permit
allowing it to be operated as a movic
houee. “Wo've had one party who has
inq d about the redevel t of

Tlcaso sco OLD ORGHARD, Ad

December.

Meanwhile, council members and the
developer continue to haggle aver the
number of units proposed.

Steven Schafer proposed 70-80 units
in a study session with residents and
council membors Oct. 28. At Monday’s
meeting, he was aticking to 80 units,
Some council members feel 70 units
should be a starting polnt for negotia-
tion; Vagnozzi said it should be 60.

“I was very much disturbed when he
comes in with 80 units and try, to push
it to council,” Vagnozzi said. I don’t
think it shows good faith ..”

8chafer maintains additional units
are needed to make the project prof-
itable. Phoenix previously recoived
PUD approval for a 40-unit project, but

the development would've covered the
centire 12 acres.

Schafer came back with a revamped
proposal that provides a greenbelt and
protects existing wetlands in an
attempt to appense residents and coun-
cil members.

“I'm making an effort,” Schafer snid.

Some residents and the mayor arq
not impressed, though. .

Residents snid they like the green-
belt and protection of wetlands, but
they arc worried about increascd traffic
and the potential of a domino cffect for
similar high-density developments on
13 Mile. .

One subdivision resident said 13
Mile is already a bottlencck at rush:

Flcase sco DEVELOPER, A2

A solemn day
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Ceremony:
More than
300 senior
citizens cele-
brated Vet-
erans Day
with an

| event in
Farmington
Hills last
week. At

% left, Cadct
Col. Thomas
Smith of the .
ROTC pro- - =
gram car-

R ries his :
weapon. For
more on the
program,
please see
Page A6.
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Front-door screening

understand why.

It read Federal Expreos.

Brought to XP“ by...

‘This weoken:

I ORI YT
Greg Hohlor was irritated and it was easy to F ARMm GTON FOCUS
He had learncd from on Obsorver reporter seeking SRR ——
an interview thot thero were two containera of
movie film sitting outsido the main doors to his
Farmington Civic Theator on Grand River.
“Probably some second-line delivery servico that
doesn’t know nat to leave things, that they've sup-
posed to have sameone sign for thom,” Hohler said.
But then the reporter pointed out the logo on the
delivery label and Haohler was even mare irritated.

's nnnuat Cornucnpia Ball to benefit
the Farmington/Fanmington Hills Community
Foundation for Children, Youth and Famitien has

URS Greiner.

three honorary nponsors. They are Botaford General
Hoapitnl, The Farmington Observer and James &
Beatrice Ryan of Fourteenth Avenue Cartago Co.
Ine, In addition, the honorary benefactors are the
Rynn Children of Jebeo Investments, L.C., TRW and

The 6 p.m. Saturday ball features a gourmet din-
ner, auction and dancing with the Mark Phillipa
Orchestra at the Willinm Coatick Center, Ticketa for
the black-tie optional gala ure $100 per person and
n portion qualifies ns a 501.C3 charitublo contribu-
tion, with money benefiting the Hills' youth centers
and family programa. Call 563-8891 for tickets.

Knowlng the drill

Dr. Joff Stein,
heading far Hollywood, but leaves his Farmingtun
Hillas dental practico in the capable hands of Dr.
Nicole Moadows, D.D.S. She'll continue at the loca~
tion on 13 Mile across from the Glen Onks golf
courso enst of Orchard Lake.

Stein, a dental school nasociate of Meadows, in
moving to tho Weat Const where his wife and chil-
dren have promising movie careers. For the past
threo years, Stein has been flying out on Thursdays
and coming back on the red-eye on Mondays. The
gruoling echedule finelly caught up with him.

“I'mi proud to be succeeding such a fine practition.
er,” said Meadows. “We practice the same philaso-
phies of dentistry and he has a beautiful office in
which to work. Hia current ataff will be staying.”

D.D.S,, is hanging up his drili and




