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It's called o “compromise,” but
the Legislature's deal to scttle
the Durant lawsuit of 84 school
districts is closer to what

4.

weren't plaintiffs could put in
claims that will run about $768
million.

The compromise — a attribut-
cd to DeGrow, Rep. Bob Emer-
son,  D-Flint, and the Engler
ion's budget director

plan.

Democrats have

$1,195 includes materials
° » Use engineering work stalions equipped with
SDRC I-DEAS Master-Series soffwore in our
UNIX-equipped training labs.

* Gain a working knowledge of creoting solid
model parts, assembling modeled parts and
concurrent manufacturing tools.

Evening classes begin November 17 & 18.
Class sizes are limited - call now!
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state.
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bers' two versions),

week,” DeGrow predicted.
The Michigan S

The state Scnate voted 34-0
Nov. G to approve two bills
embodying terms that settlo the
17-yenr-old lawauit against the

“The House will not adopt
predicted Senate majori-
ty floor leader Dan DeGrow, R-
Port Huron. “We'll have a confer-
ence committee (three scnators,
three representatives to iron out
differences between the cham-

“We'll have them (the confer-
ence reports) before ua next

Mark Murray — calls for:

@ Lump sum payment next
April 1 of $211 million to the 84
plointiff districts. Engler had
proposcd paying them across
three years from intorest on the
“rainy day” fund. Instead, the
Legislature will dip into the $1.2
billion rundu pn cipal.

W A 336 ion bond issuo
for 472 nun»plnmnﬂ school dis-
tricts that would provide about
half of what they are due. They
would be paid the bnlance over
10 years, Engler bad proposed a
$780 million bond issuc whose
is would be enrmarked for

stocks,
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T Court
at mid-year ruled the state
under three governors had shert-
cd 84 mastly suburban scheol
districts on aid for special educa-
tion and other items. Price tag:

In uddition, state officials cal-
culate that other districts which

capital improvement, not
salaries.

o $250 million in “at-risk”
funda for achools this yeor and
$260 million next year, Engler
had vetoed the money pending a
solution of how to pay off the
Durant plaintiffs.

Lawmakers will drop Engler’s
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During Senate
Democrats tricd to rajse the ante
for at-risk districts by $10 mil-
lion, but their amendments were
‘rejected on party-line votes,

Two bills implementing the
deal were sent to the House. One
is HB 5083, an amendment to
the management and budget act
tapping the budget stabilization
("rainy day™) fund. The other is
Senate Bill 178, covering the
achool nid amendments.

The Sennte’s work was practi-
cally devoid of debate. An agree-
able Sen, Dianne Byrum, D-
Onondagn, praised lawmakers
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proposal to rocalculato how
school perronnel pensions would
be calculated. Engler proposed a
“defined contributidn®
rather than a “defined benefit”

In public hearings conducted
by Rep. Eileen DeHart, D-West-
land, retired teachers blistered
Engler's proposal to raise the
assumed rate of enrnings from 8
to 8.3 percent and to recaleulate
the value of pension fund invest-
ments as of Sept. 30, 1997, the
height of the bull market in
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Senate passes Durant compromlse

for *finally stepping up to tho
plate to sottle the issue.”

Durant case winners includo
the achool districta of Birming- -
hom, West Bleomfield, Farming-
ton, Novi, Walled Lake, South
Lyon. Huron Valley and Troy int
Oakland County; Livonia, South
Redford, Northville and Ply-
mouth-Canton in Wayne County;
and Waverly in Eaton and Ing-
ham counties.

Sudden frost-.
drops leaves, -
busies Crews .

m‘ VMAN DEGAIN

Just when it seomoed the-

folinge was going to hang on ‘til .

winter, l.empemtures and leaves
dropped in droves within a day’
or two this week.

Ummnannnbly mild wenthnr.
causing troes to stay dressed -
much longer than usual, has nat- .
uralists and property managersa
guessing about the effects of the
late fall. Oakland County trees
kept thoir leaves nbout three to
four weeks longer than the typi-
cal sensen, and the sudden frost: .
comes with leas likelihood of a
return to a moderate climate.

While some cxperts suggest”
the delayed fall could cause
moldy golf courses, sewer
dmmagu problems and mare treg
damage in spring, city managers-.
anid the late clcanup shnu[dnff
be much of a problem.

“Tho leaves stayed on the trw(‘
longer because we didn't have g
strong frost,” eaid Matthew:=
Hackett, a naturalist wlth;
D\nusaur Hill Nature Preserve -
in Rochester, on ']‘uexdny “But."
Wednesday morning, after the’:
frost last night, the Sugag~”
Maples dropped all their leaves, =
causing a beautiful gelden carpet -
around the forest. We also have
that golden eoffect from the
Tamarack troes in the swampy
areas, a very beautiful scene.”

The Tamarack is s conifer bugs
not an evergreen ause its neess
dlcn yellow and drop for the win<z.

Grog Patchan, horncul:uro :
agent for Michigan State Unive:
sity’s Oakland County Extension™;
Service, snid trees typically pre- ;
paore for the winter freeze by «
adjusting to fall's variable cli- -
mate. The swing from some -
frosty nights to warmer doys and ~
back ia better than a sudden
shift. *It’s difficult to predict,:
now, but when there is a big
plummet in temperatures like -
there was this year, plants have =
more difficulty adjusting and *
more winter injury. There could ©
be more die-back in spring, with
some dead branches or some
that don't leaf out at all,”
Patchan said.

Nature has also played jeswr .
with the achedules of local »
municipal sorvices. Some cities *
that provide leaf pickup may_
have crews on overtime this
week, while they were idle in
October.

But is it a budget concern?
“We collect yard waste through
the third week in December, so
there hasn't been much impact
on us, other than inconvenience,
but it is unusual to atill be col-
lecting loavea thia late,” said
Ellen Marshall, Bevorly Hilla vil-
lage clerk.

Ken Johnson, Rochester city
manager, said it's too early to
tell about the budget, but that he
would be concerned if snow
plows and leaf blowers were
competing at the same tima,
“Qur crows were not operating
quito as 'much os usual in Octo-
ber, but wo have budgeted sever-
al weckends of overtime to han-
dle leaves, 8o our budget hasn't
been a problom yeot,” Johnson
nid. “Bosically, our hopa is that
there is no snow to plow, because
as people pilo their leaves at the
curb for the vacuums, the plows
would blow them all over ngain
and that would bo n mess.”

For more information about
trees, or the effect of the weather
or pests on troes, Hackott recom-
monds *A Book of Michigan
Trees,” by Barnes and Wagner, a
book rendily available at
librariea and bookstores. It offera
a description and loeation of the
big trees around specific nites in
the atate.

Patchan recommends cnlling
the MSU Gardon Help Line,
available Tucsday and Thura-
day, 9 a.m. to 4.p.m., closed for
lunch, ot (248) 868-0902.



