The Observer & Eccentric/ THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 13, 1897

(F)C3

North falls short in semifinal

BYSCC’H‘ DANLI:I.

Basketball games are rarely
cvor won by juat ono player.

But Molissa Marzolf had moro
to do with Plymouth Canton’s
33-28 Western Lakes Activitics
Association semifinal road victo-
ry Tuesday over host North
Farmington than anybedy.

With the Chiefs down 15-8
midway through the sccond
quarter, Marzolf, a senior guard,
ran off five atraight points. Can-
ton cut the North lead to two by
halftime, then dominated the
third quarter to take control of
the game.

“Marzolf took the ball to the
hole well tonight,” Canton coach
Bob Blohm said. “She was awe-
some, I think she's renlly elovat-
cd her game.”

The win seta up n Canton-
Salem conference final Friday.
The Chiefs (16-3) beat their
cross-campus rivals earlier this
season.

For the Raiders, Tuesday’s loss
was tough to take. North played
inspired baskotball but ran out
of gun in the third quarter.
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“Wo had somo layups we
couldn’t finish with their defen-
give pressure,” North Farming-
ton coach Linda Perkins. “That
may have been the difference.”

The Raidors (11-8) will play
Farmington Harrison for third
place ot 5:30 p.m. Friday

With the acore tied midway
through the first quarter, North
Farmington went on a 6-0 run,
Katio Vihtaelic scored insido and
Kelleo Fournier swished o three-
pointer minutes later, to put the

Raiders up 0-4.
Back-to-back triplea by
Samantha McComb and

Fournicr put North on top 156
in the sccond guarter.

Whilo tho Raiders were burn-
ing the nets, Canton was ice-
cold. The Chiefs got good shots
but simply couldn’t make them.
Cantan connected on just six of
24 from tho field in the first half.

“We struggled against their
zone,” Blohm said. “We weron't
getting many second shots.”

The momentum quickly shift-
ed, howover. Marzolf scored hor

first points of the game at 4:37
off of a scramblo near the basket.

She added a freo throw and a
baseline shot to mako it 15-11.
Canton’s Kristen Moyer convert-
ed a pair of free throwa to make
it o 17-156 game at tho half.

Tho third quarter was all Can-
ton. North managoed just two
points in the period, and,
visitora led 26-19 at tho end.

“Wo camoe out a little flat and
weren't able to finish our shots,”
Perkina said of tho third,

Canton maintained a comfort-
able lead much of the fourth
quarter, but North made a late
rally. A pair of free throws hy
McComb made it a 31-28 game
with 23 seconds remaining,

Marzolf put the game away
with a pair of free throws a few
seconds later.

“North played hard from
beginning to end,” he said. “They
played great ball. It was every-
thing we could do to win."

Marzolf scored nine points to
lend Canton. Nkechi Okwum-
abur added eight and Maycr had
8ix, McComb lod the Raidera
with 13 points; Fournier nddcd
nine.

Salem coasts to victory over Harrison

BY C.J, RISBAR
BTAF? WRITER

It figured to be a thriller,
Tuesday's rematch between last
year's Western Lakes Activities
Assaciation Baskotball tourna-
ment finalists Farmington Har-
rison and Plymouth Salem.

But it waan't. The host Rocks
took the thrill out of the game
early, allowing Harrison to lead
just once — on a three-pointer by
Ari Ault 40 soconds into tho
game.

That lasted less than a
minute. Salem scored the game’ 'a
next 14 points, converting six of
ite firat naven shots fram the
field, and the Hawks were never
closer than four after that.

The final: Salem 59, Harrison

32,

Now the Rocks can prepare for
their next two games — both
againat Plymouth Canton, which
beat North Farmington 33-28 to
advance to the WLAA final at 7
p.m. Friday at Livonia Franklin.

“We've shut down some pretty
good basketbnll teams the last
two games,” Salem coach Fred
Thomann said. Walled Lakso
Contral was the firat,
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“In that game (against Con-
tral), we got it going in the sec-
ond half; in this game, we got it
going in the first half and aus-
tained it in the second.”

Andrea Pruett and Amanda
Abraham ignited the Rocks, com-
bining to acore all but two of
their 18 first-quarter points.
Pruett had 13 by halftime, Abra-
ham nine.

Four straight points by Harri-
son's Cassie Jemison to closc the
first quarter narrowed Salem's
lead to 16-9, Amy Roble nailed a
three-pointer with 6:45 left in
the half to trim the gap to four.

Unfortunately for the Hawks,
they managed just one more
point in the period while Salem
scored 12 to take a 28-13 advan-
tage into the intermission.

*I think we're a dccepuvoly
quick team for our’ size,”
Thomann eaid. “In this game, we
found the open player as well as
wo have all scason.”

Salem (16-3) outscored Haorri-
son 12-5 in the third quarter for
2 40-18 load,

Pruett paced the Rocks with
20 points; Abraham totaled 15
points and Tiffany Grubaugh
seven points.

For Harrison, Roble's 12 points
was beet; Jemisen finished with
nine. The Hawks (14-5) play
North in the consolation game at
6:30 p.m. Fridoy at Franklin.

“Salem played botter than we
did,” Harrison coach Pete
Mantylo said. “For us to be suc-
cessful, we have to play harder
than what we did.”

Mantyla was not happy with
the officinls, who called Amy
Roble for four travels and the
Hawks for threc illegal screens
in the first half olone.

“We were colled for carrying
the ball more in one game than

weo were ¢alled for more illegal
screens in one half than wo wero
the whole senson.

“I'm not happy with the way
we played but, if that makes
sense in a playoff game, I don’t
understand it.

“I've been a varsity coach in
this league for scven years, and

it's 8 shame that’s the kind of

officiating we got in this game.”
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OCKEY LOVERS PACKAGE

4 RED WINGS GAMES

PACKAGE G

ATTENTIONI
HOCKEY FANS!

Wedneeday, Jan, 21
Wednesday, Feb. 26
Thureday, Mar. 12
Saturday, Mar. 28

PACKAGE H

vs. Toronto
ve. Los Angeles
ve. Chicago
ve, Buffalo

PLOLLEGE'
‘HOCKEY. ¢

CA I

Wednesday, Jan. 28 ve. Phoenix
Monday, Mar. 23 ve, Chicago
Tuesday, Apr. 7 ve. St. Louls
Saturday, Apr. 1 vs. NY Rangere

» $32/seat per game* Upper level, corner seats, rows 19-21,
WSz pavsor L
COLLEGE HOCKEY [ M T

14 GAME HOCKEY LOVERS PACKAGE only $240/SEAT!!
Limited number of packages avallable

ORDER NOW, call: {313)396-7575
www.detroitredwings.com
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CATHOLIC LEAGUE CHANPIONSHIP

Marian has final say vs. Borgess

BY STEVE KOWALSEl
BTAYF WRITER

Birmingham Marian senior
guard Breean Walas had a trio
of threc-point plays and a
gamo-high 27 pointe as the
Mustangs won their second
straight Catholic League girla
basketball title Sunday with o
61-562 upset win over Redford
Bishop Borgess at University of
Detroit-Merey’s Calihan Hall.

The loss was Borgess' first in
19 games. Marian, which will
play Detroit Martin Luther
King in the Oporation Friend-
ship game at 2:30 p.m. Satur-

*If I'm driving to the basket, |
just try to make the shot and
draw the foul, especially
against this team because we
want to get them in foul trou-
blo,” Walas said.

‘The Mustangs ended the first
quarter on & 9-0 run to open a
17-9 lead, and Walas’ threo-
peint plny with 7:47 loft in the
second raised the lead to 209,

Walas made another remark-
able three-point play among
Borgess’ tal? front line with
2:31 loft in the half to give the
Mustangs o 29-21 lead.

Mnnnn junior center Nicole
ji added 14 points end

day at U-D, imp d to 15-4

Borgcess beat Marian in two
earlier gamea cn routo to win-
ning the Contral Division regu-
lar-season title.

Remarkably, the Mustangs
made their first 17 free throws
before finishing the game 21-
for-24 at the line.

Walas had 10 points by half- |

time and 16 more in the sccond
half, making 10 straight free
throws at one point. She fin-
ished 11-for-12 at the line.

12 rebounds, and junior guard
Jasmin M:Alpinn added 10
points and outstanding dofense
agoninst Borgesa' senior guard
Christina Anderson, who was
limited to four pointa,

The Mustangs also outre-
bounded the Spartans, 36-19,
with Markeisha Thompson
joining Anasejionu with 11
rebounds.

*“It feels good and we're final-
ly playing like I foel we're capa-
ble,” Marian coach Mary Lillie

Cicerono said, “We always play
good defense, but we're really
putting our offense togethor.
They boat us twice but we
missed so many puppies (easy
shots) and thoy intimidatod us.
We talked nbout getting the
ball to Nicole, who can create
for others, along with Breean,
and manned Peachos (Ander-
aon). Jasmin is a good little
defondor.”

‘The Mustangs had to ovor-
como o sometimes awesome
display from Borgosa' senior
forward Koren Merchant, who
finished with 25 paints and six
rebounds.

Tho Mustangs were willing to
give Merchant her points in
exchange for only four from
Anderson, who managed only
four shot attempts ageinst
Marian’s box-and-one defense.

Borgess’ senior center Ayisha
Smith, whose threc-point shot
in tho first quarter gave tho
Spartans their last lend, 9-8,
was held to nine points and
threo rebounds, «

The Spartans made seven of
nine at the freo-throw line.
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TRUCK TIRE SAVINGS!
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