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Hawks rally to take T’birds in playoff opener

BY DAN O'MFARA
STAFF WIITER

Denrborn Edsel Ford mnde 'its

* point in the first holf Saturday.

Then, Farmington Harrison

- made some points of ity own,

After getting nn enrly shock
from the visiting Thunderbirds,
the heavily-fuvored Howks ral-

- lied to score 53 unanswered

puints and whip Edscl Ford in a
Class A regional foothall game,
56-21.

It seemed o great upset was in
the making when the unranked
T'hirds struck for & 14-0 lead in
the first quurter nnd extended it
to 21-3 in the second.

Those were the first points
Harrison (10-0} hux pllowed in

- the first quarter and marked the

first time it bus been on the
trailing end of the score this
yeur,

“They cnme up and made hu;
ploys; lhcy got us ofl our guard,”

, said Hacrison senior Zack Corn-

well, who accounted for 24
pumw “Usuully, we're the ones
" muaking plays and taking control.

“Once we knew (Edsel Ford)

Leame to play, we sucked it up
. and played like we have all year.

We knew there was u Jot of game
teft. This team nover quits.”

In equaling their highest point
total of the season, the Hawks
had plenty of offensive stors.
Junior Mike Hond scored 14

points, junior Ricky Bryant 12
and senior Chris Ghannam six,

Senior quarterback Jared Hop-
king completed 12 of 21 passes
for 288 yards and three touch-
downs,

Comwell rushed for 114 yards,
including two first-half touch-
downs, on just six carries, kicked
field gonls of 38 and 34 yards
nnd booted six extra points.

Hoad caught touchdown pass-
es of 49 and 34 yards in the scc-
ond half, and he also caught a
two-point converaion pass from
Junior David Pesci to get Harri-
son within 21-18 late in tho first
half. Hoad also led the defense
with nine tackles.

Bryant was on the re:cwmg
end of a 37-yard TD toss in the
first hall, and ho returned a punt
60 ynrds for Harrison’s final
score. Bryant caught five passes
for 126 yards.

“They stunned us at first, but
we just kept fighting and fight-
ing,” Cornwell snid. “This is o
blue-collar team. It's not one
ployer who did it; it was all the
ploys put together.”

¢ Hawks lost fumbles at the
Edsel 4-yard line and their own
36, and the T'birds converted
both into first-quarter touch-
downs.

Edsel Ford quarterback Justin
Machak had a field day in the
first half, conneeting on nine of
16 passea for 245 yards and
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threo touchdowns.

Harrison bhad the T'birds
pinned at their 1 after tho first
fumble, but Machak's 60-yard
pass to Ray LaVasseur got Edsel
aut of the hole, and a 32-yardoer
to Edward Zacker sot up
Maochak's 4-yard TD tons to
Kevin Zurcki.

The T'birde (7-3) needed just
three plays to score again follow-
ing the second fumble, Machak
found Randy Foster in the end
zone for a 9-yard TD pass and a
14-0 tead with 2:12 remaining in
the first period.

It didn't get much better for
the Hawks when they had to sct-
t]e for Cornwell's first field goal.

Thon, it got worse when
Machak connected with Zureki
for a 99-yard TD pass and a 21-3
margin lcas than two minutes
into the second quarter.

“We didn't como here to wake
them up,” Edsel Ford coach Jack
Blridgea said. “That's how we

ay.

“Obviously, we had to do some-
thing. We're not going to sit
there and pound them. We had
to pass the ball and rely on our
speed and, for a while, we made
it intoresting.”

Harrison started its comeback
on its next possession when
Cornwell ran 45 yards for a score

end kicked the PAT,

“When wo scored to maka it
21-10, that revived us a bit, and
we finally got a couplo atops,”
Herrington said

“1 was confident we could acore
up to 21 pointa, but I waan't sure
our sccondary could atop them.
We hadn't stopped anybody yet,

“Thoy had a good game plan
but, in the ond, the better ath-
letes took ovor.”

Including the field goal, Harxi-
son scored on its last four posses-
gions of the half to take o 25-21
lead at the intermisaion.

Aftor overthrowing a wide-
open Bryant on third down, Hop-
kina threw the same pass to
Bryant on fourth down for a TD,
and Pesci’a conversion pass to
Hoad narrowed the gap to 21-18.

Cornwell, who also caught two
passca for 43 yards, made his
sacond TD run, covering 59
yards, and the Hawks had the
lead with 1:07 left in the half.

“We were in our two-minute
offense, and (assistant coach)
Steve (Dollaway) said ‘Run the
buck trap. They don't have any
backers in there; it'll go all the
way.' He was right; Cornwell
made a heckuva run,” Herring-
ton said.

The second half was all Harri-

n. The Hawks scored the firat
our times thoy had the ball and
erased any doubt about the out-
como. Harrison led 49-21 at the

ond of the third quarter.

The Hawks shut down Machak
and Ford's offense entircly. The
Tbirds had 11 first downs in the
first half, none in the second.
Machak was 0-for-8 with two
intercoptions in the second half.

Harrison senior Karecem
Smartt returncd one of the picks
for a third-quarter TD, but it
was nullified by a clipping penal-
ty. Bryant and senior Jason
Sharp nlso had interceptions,
and scnior Matt Struble recov-
ered u fumble.

“We widened the (defensive)
ends, instead of bringing thom
straight down, to contain the
quarterback,” Herrington said.
“And we startod covering better.
(Machak) was rolling out and
had all day (in the first half),
and the secondary couldn‘t stay
on the receivera”

After rolling up 322 total yards
in the first half, the T'birds were
limited to 12 rushing yards in
the second.

Harrison had 339 yards in the
first half and 531 for the day.
Ghannam had a 6-yard TD run,
and senior Joo Takla added 49
yoards on five carrics, Hoad
caught three passes for 89 yards,

“There's no shame in losing to
a good team,” Bridgea said.
“They're a patient team with

thaten 'l'hatn why they’re
ranked No. 1

THE LINEUPS

YPSILANT) OFFENST
€: jun. Justin Blankanship (68-2, 237)
Q: senlor Marcus Hotch (82, 200)
@: senlor Chris Dalley (60, 255)-
T: junior Andrew Koryryno (-1, 230)
T junlor Shamon Jones (6-8, 206)
E: junior Kevin Nay (6-2, 185}
E: junior Charlos Wilson (5-20, 172)
Q: funior Josse Gandiey (510, 175)
F: senior Shane Bradford (6-1, 203}
8: sonlor Andra Brooks (63, 100)
8: senlor Patrick Kandrick (6-0, 205)
YPSILANT) DEFENSE

T junjor Jason Atkina (59, 212)

T: junior Charler Hell (5-10, 248)

E: senior Morcus Hatch (82, 200)

¥ Junior Frank Ofill {6-3, 211)

L: senlor Lione) Bryant {8-1, 210)

Lz xenlor Patrick Kendrick (6.0, 205)

L: soph Jason Roberson {5-10, 170}

C: senlor Jason O'Banner (58, 170}

C: soph, Scolt Robinson {3-10, 165}

8: senlor Andre Brooks {6-3, 180)

8: junlor Robert Atkins (5-10, 180)
HARRISON OFFENSE

€: senlor Brian Lewis {61, 250)
Q: Junlor Brett Foster (6-1, 205)
: senior Matt Struble (6-2, 195}
T: senior Mika Fisher (63, 255)
T: sonior Chris Gadjev {60, 240)
E: junlor Mika Hord (6-1, 200}
& junior Ricky Bryant (6-1, 155)
Q: senior Jored Hophins (8-3, 200)
F: senior Zack Comwel! (510. 180)
H: senior Chrla Ghannam (6-
2: senior Tom Salley (58, 175)
HARRISON DEFENSE

M: Junloe Brysn McGhes (61, 235)
T: sanior Mike Fishar (6-3, 255)

W sanior Brian Lew)s (8-1, 250)

E: sanior Matt Struble (6-2, 195}
&: junior Brett Foster (8-1, 205)

L: senlor Matt Walker (6-2, 200}

L: junior Asike Hoad {G-1, 200)

€: senlor Kereem Smortt (60, 165)
©: senior Zack Cornwall (5-10, 180)
H: senlor Jason Sharp (511, 150}
: junior Ricky Bryant (61, 165)

THE SCORES

v 0 Meara from page C1

, . finul score and think Edscl Ford

scared ot of points ot parbage
time, but that's just the apposite
of what really happened.

Edsel Furd's passing attack
wag incredible. Quarterback
Justin Machak, not an imposing
figure at 5-foot-10 and 160

.pounds, shredded an otherwise

-running all over the place,”

superb Hurrison sccondary so

. eeffectively in the first half he
- could've passed (no pun intend-

od) as a Steve Young clone.
“They looked like the San

Francisco 49crs, throwing and

Her-

ington said. “We gave up a 99-

* yard touchdown, and that never
“happens to ust”

It appeured Herrington might
have to wait until next year for

- his 245th career victory. But the
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Harrison coaches are among the
best at meking halftime adjust-
ments, and the contrast between
halves Saturdoy reflects that.

The Hawks eventually got
things turned around, allowing
Herrington see a silver lining in
the ncory beginning.

“It's good for the team, for
young people, to have to come
back and show how much char-
acter they have, and I knew this
team had character,” he said.

"It’s the first time we've been
behind and the kids come roar-
ing back, but it’s certainly not a
situation we want to be in.”

Your firat thought in that situ-
ation is the Hawks must have
token the T'birds lightly. That's
what everyone thinks, but it's a
difficult supposition to make. It's
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80 subjective,

“I deon't think it was so much
that as their execution was good
and they did some things we did-
n't atop,” Herrington said.

What is certain is the Hawka
had their mettls and their com-
petitive fire tested. Their over-
whelming response has to be a
source of encourngement for
Hawks fana.

“As soon as they started kick-
ing our butts, we knew we had to
do something,” senior Jared Hop-
kina said. "We all thought we
were going to beat them, and the
first quarter gave us a reality
check.

“We told ourscives there's no
tomorrow. We played with inten-
sity, and the score showed it.

“I, personally, was a little wor-
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vied, but I knew we were going
to como back. I had faith in thesa
guys; these players are war.
riors.”

The first of two second-half
touchdown passes to junior tight
end Mike Hoad exemplified the
team's collective determination,
It was a play that is sure to
make Dave Turnquist's aeason
highlight film,

Several timos it looked as if
Hoad was going to be dragged to
the ground, but he apun away
from would-be tacklers and
somehow stayed on his feet for a
48-yard touchdown.

As you watched the play, your
thoughts alternated like a yo-yo.
‘Well, he's going down now. No,
he's still going! He's down; he's
up! He's down; he's up!' He never

did go down. “I )um. kept running
for the ond zone,” Hoad eaid in
an understatement.

‘The bottom line is tho Hawks
are still in the running for the
atate title, and three big games
romain if they're to win it all.

The next one, Saturday with
Ypsilanti at Harrison, has the
potentinl to be a tough game,
moro difficult than the last one.

My hope is the players will be
reading (this newspaper) but not
reading too much into the
pregamo talk.

“Qur focus is where we need it
to be,” senior Zack Cornwell
said. “We can say what we want
to do in the newspoper, but it's
up to us to actually go out and
play on the field. Talks means
nothing.”

(200}
1. dofeated Oxford, 28-15.
2. def. Walled Laks Central, 48-28,
3. def. Livonla Frankiln, 51-6.
4. dal. Walled Lake Western, 21-7 .
5. def. Plymouth Canton, 41-0.
8. det. Livonta Churchilt, 56-7.
7. def. Northville, 35-0.
8. def. Wolled Lake Centrol, 27-6.
9. dof. Detroit Country Day, 29-6.
R. det. Dearborn Edset Ford, 56-21.
Harrison 352 points, opponents 88.

YPSILANTI (8-1)
1. lost to Lansing Eastern, 30-0.
2. dafeated Highland Park, 21-20.
3. deleated Redtford Unlon, 280.
4. defonted Romulus, 13-12.
feated Melvindale, 35-14.
efested D.H. Crestwood, 37-12,
defeated Woodhaven, 28-21 (OV).
dofeated Redford Thurston, 31-8,
defeated Wyandotte, 34-6.
defeated Dearborn, 14-12.
Ypellant! 241 points, opponents 1385,

7.
8.
9.
R.

C.). Risak

Dan O’Meara

You Can’t Beat
Our Line-Up!

These guys understand hometown sports. High school sports
is what they do. And they do it well. Whatever the game—
football, basketbali, hockey—they‘re there every week. They
give you the whole story (not just highlights), backed by vivid
photography,—talk about teamwork!

So when you want more than “maybe, maybe not” coverage,
don’t miss your hometown newspaper’s sports section!

®bserver (Qj Fecentric
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NEWSPAPERS

Don't forget to tune in the Friday Night High School Football Scoreboard Show. This weekly
program alrs ‘live’ from 11:30 p.m. until midalght every Friday throughout the football season.

WiR's Paul Chapman hosts this fast-paced half hour show of high school scores and hightights from
around the metru area. He is Joined every Friday night by our sports editors who report five on key fecal
games of interest, Be there avery Friday ot 11:30 p.rm on WIR 750.AM!




