The Observer & Eccentric/ THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 13, 1997

(F)CE

Unbeaten Huron will attempt to depose Class AA king

BY CIIRIS MAYER
BTArP WRITER

Walled Lake Western veteran
football conch Chuck Apap has
on interesting approach to tho
current postscason.

“Right now we're in basic math
two,” ho said. “We have four ball-
gomes to win, and weo're learning
a little about fractions. Four
fourths equals being No. 1 in the
state again.

“Wo knew, to get into the ploy-
offs, we had te pnss basic math
one,” Apap added. “After losing
to Farmington Harrison, we had
to win our last five games to go
8-1 and maka the playoffa,

“Now, we're in basic math two.

FOOTBALL

If wo got an A-plus in this
course, wo ean be the first tcam
to defend the Class AA champi-
onship.”

The Warriors (8-1) continue
their studios Seturday at Ann
Arbor Huron. Kickoff for the
region final ia 7:30 p.m.

Westorn is coming off Jast Fri-
doy’s dramatic, 28-28 road win
over No. 3 Brightan that extend-
ed the its playoff winning strenk
to five games. Huron (10-0) reg-
istered n 34-14 victory over
Bellevillo in its first-over playoff
appearance Saturday,

Haw ks from page C1

real effectively against them.
They have the skilled players in
the secondary to match up with
our ekilled players, so passing
could be a little difficult.”

On the other hand, the Hawks
will throw a balanced offense at
the Braves and present somc
new challenges for Ypsilanti.

“I don't think they've faced an
offensive line as good as ours, 5o
it will be a little different up
front for them,” Herrington aaid.
*“We probably have a more varied
passing attack than they've scen
out of most teams,”

“This game is going to come
down to a battle of the line of
scrimmage and who wine that,”
Brown said. “They have good
kids up front, and we think we
do, too.”

RE-ENERGIZED YTEAM: Herrington
belioves Harrison's first-half scere In tho
first round Saturday has hefped 1o refo-
cus the Hawks,

*Some players came in {Mondoy) ke
they'd tost the game, and we wan by
35; s0 | guess that shows what thelr
expectations are,” Harrington sald.
“(Edsel) put a pretty good scare into
everybody, and that wlil) probobly help
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us prepare even horder this weok,

“This team hasa't {fallen benind) alt
yeor, It's possible wa didn’y rpalize the
chaflenge, but (t was the first game of
the ployolfs and thera's always a fot of
tension, You know it could ba the Jast
{gome) If you don't get the job dona, |
think we'il bs more selaxed Lhis woek,*

ABOUT THE HAWKS: *They have
some real offective offonaiva weapans,”
Brown soid. “The quarterback throws
woll and has compoaurs. He hes o
strong arm and I8 still real accurate.

“No. 1 (Ricky Bryant) Is very skilled
and, if you let him catch the ball or
moke the big play, he's golng to do It.
The tight end {M(ke Hosd) Is a big
threat. He's a res) active player and
seems 10 be a very heady pleyer.

PLAYOFF HISTORY: Ypsilantl is mak-
Ing Its flith post-semsan appearance.
The Braves lost to Westiand John Glenn
in 1986, Catholic Ceontral In 1880 and
Portage Centrot In 1993. In 1991, Ypsi
lanti defaated North Farmington (14-7)
ond Woodhaven (34-14) before losing to
Brother Rice in triple ovortime in the
Ciass A semls, 21-14,

TICKET SALES: Tickets for tho Harsi-
son-Ypsllantl football game are on sale
through Friday from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m, In
1ha Harrlson Kigh School maln office.

The cost is $3 per person. For mose

tnfarmation call the school at (248)

489-3499,

Huron has been on a roll sinco
squenking out an 8.7, season-
opening triumph over Saline.
The River Rats have scored 27 or
more points in cach of their last
nine games, highlighted by a 33-
14 victory over rival Ann Arbor
Pioncer in Weak 9.

“We thought we could be o
pretty good team,” Huron coach
Paul Verska said. “On paper we
thought we would be competitive
in every gamo and if we got some
hreaks we might be able to run
tho table,

Junior quarterback Joel Przy-
godeki (5-10, 1685) directs the
Huron offense. The River Rats
run from the I-formation and

Heavyweights CC, Troy

By STEVE KOWALSK]
STAFF WRITER

The last time Detroit Catholic
Central and Troy met in a foot-
ball playoff game, gaining three
yards was a chore, and & cloud of
dust was out of the question.

CC coach Tom Mach has fond
memories of tho 1895 Class AA
regional final at Pontinc Wisner
Stadium, and none have to do
with the weather,

‘The Shamrocka rallicd for a
21-14 win over the Colts in the
rain, sleet, snow and ncar-zero
wind chill conditiona,

‘The two teama hopo to decide
this year's Region III final under

* better conditions at 7 p.m. Sat-

urday at Troy High School.

Troy ran its record to 10-0
with a 50-28 regional somfinal
win over Detroit Redford. CC is
9-1 after a 28-6 win over West-
land John Glenn.

The Shamrocks have played
the Colta two other times in the
playoffs, losing 10-0 in 1985 and
winning on a late ficld goal in
1992

A win over Troy, the 1994

alnl.e chnmpmn, could be & good
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multiple sets, Fullback Michael
Porter (5-11, 212), and tailbacka
Pat “Thunder"” Johnson (5-10,
187) and Thabiti 'nghtmng"
Williamson (5-11, 180} lead the
way, but the pass is also a viable
option. The River Rats average
6-1and 244 botwecn tho tackles.

Verska belioves Huron, which
has outscored its opponenta by a
combined 311.89, must be able
to run and pasa in order to keep
Western's defense off balance.

“Defensively, Huron prescnts
us with different types of prob-
lems than Brighton did,” Apap
aaid. “Huron has a strong run-
ning game and the ability to
throw the ball.

omen. After cach playoff win
over the Colts, the Shamrocks
have won stato titles.

“I hope we have a dry field,”
Mach said. “Those were the
worst weather conditions we've
had in my 22 years (as coach).
You eouldn't kick, seo or throw.”

Troy has one of tho best two-
way players in the state in
senior tailback/defenaive back
Jim Essian, who has mere than
1,600 yards rushing and 30
touchdowna,

The 6-foot-2, 206-pound Esaian
also has three interceptions and
does the punting.

And football mxght be his sec-
ond-best sport. He'is the son of
former Major Leaguc baseball
player and coach Jim Essian.

Troy's offense is directed by
junior quarterback Mike Clinton,
who has completed 79 of 140
pasees for 1,160 yards and 15
touchdowns,

His favorite target is wide

receiver Tim Fralick, the son for *

former Redford Thursten boys
basketball conch Gary Fralick,
who has eight TDs among his
nearly 50 catches,
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Wentern lost two offonsive
startera to injury during the
Brighton game — junior fullback
Dave Johnson with a bruised
bone in his lower leg and sopho-
more guard Adam Bobola with a
concussion.

Apap snid Johneon, who has
1,296 rushing ynrds and 24
touchdnwnn will likely play.
Bobola is doubtful, which means
Jjunior Steve Kmhuhnm will take
over at conter and senior Ricky
Styes will move from center to
guard,

Huron's defense is led by ends
Cinque Cartor (6-0, 216) and
Ashae Roberson (6-3, 216) and
linoboackers Greg Smith (5-11,

266) and Qasim Basire (5-11,
187).

‘Tha River Rata face the task of
stopping the Warriors, who have
araassed 3,152 rushing yards
and 44 rushing touchdowns.
Stanford has gained 870 yords
on 110 carrics, Sago 472 on 61,

“They’ have big-play eapubili-
ties from anywhere on thoe ficld,”
said Verska of the Warriors,
“They’re unbelievably quick and
they have to be one of the fustest
teams I've seen in some tims:,

“Woe're going to try to keep the
boll away from (Western) ux
much as possible, hope to win
the ficld-position battle and try
to avoid turnovers,” he addcd.

clash again in playoffs

Troy’s offensive and defensive
lines will be the biggest CC has
faced. Their best linemen are
juniors Brian Ottney (6-8, 270)
and Ryan Triemstra (6-3, 230).

“I think it's going to be a hard
game, because I think they're
vory good,” Mach said. “They
have a little bit of everything. A

quarterback, receivers, two
good backs — a tailback who's
real good.”

‘Troy coach Gary Griffith likes
to use Clinton in roll-outa.

“He's quick. I haven't seen him
sacked in two game films,” Mach
said. “They sprint him out quite
a bit, so he can sce over his big
linemen.”

Senior end Mark Bullock (6-3,
230) and senior lincbacker Matt
Alcorn (5-10, 186) anchor the
Troy defense. Essian is an
aggressive defensive back who

will be necded to defend CC's hig
tight onds, Don Slankster und
Nick Brzezinski, in deep routes,

Slankster cnught three pusses
lnst week and leads the Shum-
rocka with 22 for 402 yards and
eight touchdownas,

Adam Tubaroe has completed
85 of 128 passes for 947 yardn
and 11 touchdowna, He han
thrown only one intercoption,

Joe Jonna, who had two inter-
coptions at defenaivo back last
week against Glenn, has 18
catches for 263 yarda,

“CC will be the best defensive
team we've seen,” Troy coach
Gary Griffith said. “They make
no mistakes. You look at the
films from five years ago, und
they still run the same offense,
vqry sound. Thoy scarc you
because you never know if you
can stop them.”
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