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‘Crash kills woman, 67, while turning onto Halsted

BY TIM SMITH
STAYP WRITER

«'A 67-year-old Madison Heighta
woman, driving home from her
Farmington Hills job, was killed
in a two-car accident about 7:26
p.m, Tuesday near Halsted-12
Milc roads.

Farmington Hilla police Com-
mander Chuck Nebus said the
victim, Gloria Lane, was turning
left onto northbound Halsted, off
of Hilla Tech Drive, whon her
1974 Corvotto was struck by a
1997 Lincoln Towne Car driven
southbound on Halated by n 61-

yeur-old Northville woman.
Nebus said both women were
alone in their vehicles.

Nebus aaid it is believed Lane
was atopped at a “red traffic or
flashing signal” and was making
her turn when the Towne Car
struck her Corvette on the driv-
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Capture festive holiday moments with a beautiful new dining set from
Dinaire®. Now during our Holiday Dining Room Sale, we can help you
prepare for it easily and inexpensively. Dinaire® has a choice of oak or maple
wood, a selection of sizes, styles, tile patterns and finishes. Come in today and
you'll find a great selection, ALL HOLIDAY SALE PRICED!
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‘The impact of the crash was so
sovero that it shearod holf of the
roof off of the Corvette. Nebus
said tho Jaws of Life -were
required to help extract the vic-
tim, who died on arrival at Bots-
ford Hoapital from massive

tors in the accident, Nebua said.

But further inveatigation is

ongoing.
“An

cates tho driver of the Towne

Car, who was not issucd a ticket,

had the right-of-way. But Nebus
B it

id
reconatr

from our Farmington Hills traf-
fic section has visited the site,”
Nebua said Wednesday. “And
speod is not believed to be a fac-

“tor (with) cither vehicle.”

hought to

said “no fault” with
cither driver has boen detor-
mined.

The driver of the Towne Cer,
hurt her knee, Nobus said, but
refused immediate medical

internal injuries.

A proliminary polico investi
tion of the third traffic fotality
reported this year in Farmington
Hills showed that drugs, alcohol
or excessive speed were not fac-

Both vehicles are
have been traveling slower than
the postod 45 miles-per-hour
speed limit on Halsted, he said.

Tentative investigation indi-
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Weather also is not believed to
have been a factor. Nebus said
the roads were wet, but that it
was not snowing.

the property for commercial
use,” but that will necessitate its
rezoning to commercial zoning,
ho said,

Todd Breen, 18, head usher at
the theater who has worked
there about two years, said he'd
heard the movie house might be
a dolfar atore beforo it becomea a
restaurant,

“Just what we need, another
restaurant,” said Eather Gorback
of Farmington Hills ns she left
the theater with husband Jack
on Monday night.

*I think a lot of us are going to
miss out” with no theater there,
she eaid. “It's been either go here
or to the Americana.”

She fearod the Bill Knapp's
Reataurant south of the thenter
would suffer without a movie
crowd locking for a place to eat.

“Loss choices with fower
screens,” ssid Gary Spanski of
Livonia about the pending clos-
ing. “If they turned it into a
Maple Three, with more inde-
pendent films, it would be bet-
ter.”
Said Cyndy Apkarian of Farm-
ington Hills: “I like the amall
theaters. I'm kind of upset” at
having to go to a big multiplex
like the recently opened 20-
screen Southfield Star theator, *1
hate that. We come here all the
time.”

Jody Soronen, community
affaira director of the Farming-
ton-Farmington Hills Chamber
of Commaerce, said last weck the
chamber will be sorry to see Old
Orchard go.

“Appurently, the market
demands os seen by theater own-
ers show that multi-screen facili-
tics are somehow better, more
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all of the above.

*And I gucsa
it's 2 matter of
personol taste
as to which peo-
ple prefor” -
small theatera
or multiplexes -
“but we won’t
have much of a
choico,

“It takes
away a little of
the variety, but
they don’t share
their  profit
margins with me.”

She said she and husband,
Rusty, prefer the Farmington
Civic in downtown Farmington,
which thoy attend frequently.
She said its owner, Greg Hohler,
finds competing with the multi-
plexes tough “but I certainly
hope for thase of us going there
that he monagos to keep his
niche and survivea.”

Local touch

Hohler, self-described “loat kid
on the block” - the only full-time
independent movie-house opera-
tor remaining in all of metro
Detroit — said Thursday ho did-
n't think the Old Orchard’s cloa-
ing would be significant to his
business.

*I plan to be here as long as I
can,” he aaid, though movie
rentals have risen the last two
yoars, forcing him to raise his
price per ticket from $1.50 to $2.
“It'n igia for old-time movie

place. A film rental place con
make more from the Star theater
in Southfield in one doy than he
can take from me in six months.
They're forcing the smaller and
lesa competitive ones out.”

He snid tho big movie chaina
are calling it “the re-screening of
America, but I call it the over-
screening of America. You're
going to sce a lot more theaters
closing. Each of these national
corporations is trying to outdo
the next guy and they're putting
now ones up like gangbusters.
The older ones are going to
close.”

Hohler, whose theater has
becn in the family since his
father opened it in 1940, said he
“couldn't retrofit an old theater
like this one into stadium seat.
ing,” which is being offered by
the new multiplexes and in
which ench row of scats is on a
separate step, providing unob-
d views of the screen.

houses that keeps me going.
Whether that’s enough to keep
me ofloat remains to be scen,

“I believe they (film distribu-
tors) are trying to put the dia-
count tk out of the market-

or more p or

Then Hohler was struck by a
thought: “It’s like what I've got
in the balcony,” which he made
into a soparate theater a few
years ago. “We had that type of
seating 57 years ago.”
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