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Governor still hopes for state takeover of roads

BY PAT MURPHY
BTAFF WRITKR

As ho preparcs to run for a
third consecutive term as gover-
nor of Michigan, John Engler is
confident that voters will recog-
nizo the of his

problems) is a 12-cent incroase
in tho gasoline tax,” said the gov-
ernor. “The public wen't support
that, and neither do 1™
Informed of Engler's com-
ments, Bair Wednesday said his
pmpoanl for a 12-cont hlks in the

administration.

“I expect to run next yeor,”
Engler tald the cdnnnnl board of
The Obscrver & ic News-

tax — rother than the
4-cent increnso onacted — was
the amount the county road
nauocmnon anid was nooded to
ly address Michi '8

poapers ’l‘uem:lny, “and I oxpect to
be re-clected

The mentmg took about 50
minutes, with the governor
answering questions about a
wide range of topica. They
included:

@ Roads: Engler inaiats his
proposal for the state to tako
Jjurisdiction of some 9,000 ronds
in Michigan — and more than
300 in Oakland County — ia still
the best way to imploment
much-needed repairs.

The governor has made that
proposal over the last throe
years only to meet stiff opposi-
tion from Oakland .officials,
including county executive L.
Brooka Patterson, who are con-
cerned about losing local control
and federal and state funding.

“I think some of the inefficien-
cies (in building and maintaining
roada) can be wrung out of the
system through better coordina-
tion,” said Engler, who acknowl-
edged he will continue to push
for state control.

Loeal officials are resisting
atate control, he said, because
they don't like change. “But my
prioritics ave getting the roads
fixed.” Local officials want to fix
the roads, Engler said, “but
they're not doing the job,” and
taxpayers are frustrated. They
want the roads fixed, he said,
they don’t want excuses,

“I don't think the status quo
over the last few decades has
served them (taxpayers) well.
Yet local officials say they want
to continue the status quo.

*They (local officiala) ahould
stop telling me what a good job
they’re doing and fix the roads,”
Engler raid.

The governor said he considera
Patterson to be "a good ally and
a close friend.” But the county

ive is not emb state

road needs.

“We didn't gut it, so we're
doing the beat with what we
have,” Bair said. “As for any
‘apell’ over Mr. Patterson,  won't
dignify nmt comment with a
response,”

Englor said the state has plans
in placo to fix the roads, with es
much as $600 million to be
derived under the Build Michi-
gan II program. In the near
future, Engler predicted ather
states will be saying, “Why can’t
our roads be like Michigan's?”

M Public education: The gov-
ernor seid he continues to have
problems with teacher unions
and associntions because, “They
are more intorested in collective
bargaining, working conditions
and union issues instead of
improving the quality of educa-
tion.”

Feedback in response to high
school proficiency tests — oven
the negative feedback from
Birmingham and Troy — is
important, snid Engler, because
the test must be improved.

He is opposed to minimum
standards tests, But Engler said
he is recoptive to federal Propos-
als for tests to asseas

B Michigan’s systom of
higher education: The state’s
univernitics aro o great nsset to
Michigan and its residents,
Englor said. Thoso universities
are in excollent shape because
Michigan is the only state to
address nceds without roising
taxes or cutting education bud-
gets, he aaid.

Oakland University is out-
standing for aeveral rensons,
Engler enid, including its will-
ingnoss to form partnerships
with businesses, including the
Chrysler Tech Center.*0U
should bo patting themselves on
the back for somo of the things
they're doing ao well,” said
Engler. “The future for OU is
very bright.”

@ Membership on the gov-
erning board at colleges and
universities: Engler reiterated
his position that the Board of
Regents at the University of
Michigan — and the boards of
trustees at other universitics —
should be appointed rather than
elected.

*There can still be incffective
boards if they're appointed,” he
8aid. “But somebody — the gov-
erner — is held responsible.”

Voters can’t adequately identi-
fy the candidates for university
boards, Engler insisted, and vot-
ers nre not adequately aware of
qualifications. "Voters don't
know them, and they don't hold
them accountable,” he snid.

Ho would be willing to ferego
making any appointments,
Engler aaid. But future gover-
nors wnuld hnvc a bigger pool of

Such tests would helpful because
*we would have the ability to
benchmark all studenta to see
how they mensure up,” he said.

# Affirmstive action: State
Rep. David Jay and others are
challenging affirmative action
policies at the University of
Michigan. That issue will be
resolved in the courts, said
Engler.

As a possiblo alternative, uni-
veraide- should consider promot-
ing on witl

and they
could more sppropnntely hotd
them accountable, he insisted,
beeause more people are willing
to be considered for appointment
rather than run for election.

W State prisons: “I've been in
favor of locking up dangerous
and violent criminals,” Engler
said, not just building new pria-
ona. “I believe it's better to put
criminals in secure prisons
mther than neighborhood lock-
ups?

affirmative action based on eco-
nomic need instead of racial claa-
sifications. “That's acting nﬂ'r-

takeover of local roads “because
he's under the spell of Brent
Bair,” the managing director of
tho county road commission
“Brent Bair'a anawer (to road

ly, but in a
fashion,” Engler said.
Universities promoting diver-
ity in that way will not be chal-
lenged on constitutional
grounds, tho governor said.

he's prepared to
nak thu legislature for more pris-
ons located in areas which com
want them, the governor said.

There's a causal rolation
between longer prison terme and
tho recent reduction in violent
crimes, Engler said. The crime
rate has been going down aver
the last five ycars.

Has the same
happened to your far
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The 100 Presbyterian Congregations in
Southeast Mlichigan and the Presbytery of Detrot.
For the church nearest you, phone (313) 345.6550 4,

Or reach us at our WEB Site,

http://www.wwnet.com/~detpres

“Moaybe people are behaving,”
he said. “But just maybe thoe
crime rate is going down because
criminals are staying in prison
tonger and not getting out to
commit repeat offenscs.

“I don’t tike to build prisons,”
Engler said. “I'd rather bo clos-
ing them. But I'm not prepared
to let the doors swing open and
let people out.”

Prisons continue to be a drag
on the economy, he said. The
state work force has been
reduced by 12 percent over the
last eight years, he said. “But
the number of correctional fucili-
ty workors (guards} has
incrensed. One of four atate jobs
are correctional workers.”

B Casinos: “I continue to be
opposed to casinos,” soid Engler.
They have changed the quality of
life in communitics where
they're located, he snid, and
they've created somo jobs.

“But their total impact is atill
uncertain,” ho insisted. “We huve
to keep asking, ‘Are they good or
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Expects re-election: Gov. John Engler told the Observer

not'?” & Eccentric editorial board that he will run for office
again and expects to be re-clected.
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Parents sccking a well-rounded cducation for their middle-schual ar high-school age son
will be encouraged by the results of a Jesuit education. Far exarmple, our class of 1998,

made up of 130 bays, produced:

% 12 Nacional Merit Semifinalists

% 4 National Achicvement Semifinalists

% 1 scudent scored a perfect score on the ACT
% 1 student scored a perfect score on the SAT
1009 of the students will atcend college

Your boys will be impressed by our new Athletic Dircctor and Basketball Coach, Brian Miller,
formesly of Eastern Michigan University. We have 28 athledic teams, most with records
that rival our academic prowess. (Our Soccer Team made it

. 10 the 1997 State Final Four Championships.}

We have a tradition of educating “men for others” since 1877.
We invite you and your son 1o become part of that tradition.

Plan on attending our OPEN HOUSE Sunday, Navember 16th. Noon until 3:30 p.m.
Call Jeff Cameron, Director of Admissions, for more information at 313-862-5400 cxt. 234,
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On Soven Mie Road betwapn Liveercis nd Woming. Wa'rs wesl of 175 and Woodwerd; et of the Lodge and Southlield freewoys.
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