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Unless you have months to
travel, you must carofully pick
and choose the experience you
want to have in Australia, not
unlike those who visit the Unit-
cd Staten.

In our little less than tweo
wecks, we chose to stay on one
const to tour Melbourne, Sydney
and Cairns (the goteway to tho
Barrier Reef and Rain Forest).
You could equate it to visiting
Boston, New York City and a
amallish Florida city, such as
Fort Lauderdale from which you
could enjoy both the ocern and
the Everglades.

For those of you who are tok-
ing n couple of weeks to attend
the Summer Olympics in Sydney
in the year 2000, this might be o
do-oble itinerary.

We began in Melbourne, a
charming, comfortable city that's
walkubility, series of boathouses
mlong the river and streetcars
actually are very reminiscent of
Boston.

Since I jog for the better part
of an hour each day when I'm
away, I often get another per-
apective. And since we stayed in
the heart of the city, I was very
appreciative of Melbourne's
many parks ond gardens which
scemed to come up no matter
what direction 1 took.

In one, I came upon a graceful,
out-of-the.way memorial to Pres-
ident John. F. Kennedy that I
didn’t sce noted in any of our
tour booka. Later, I read that

Sydney Harbor: The sth-slmpc Sydncy Opera House has become the symbal for Aus-
tralia’s largest and most modern city.

more than a quarter of the city
has been set aside as recreation-
al apnco.

The sightsecing highlight Of
Melbourne proper was the O;
Melbourne Gaol, the city's onm-
nal jail-turned-muscum where
you can tour three levels of cells.
The culinary highlight was the
Paul Bocuse Restaurant, where
over a three-hour period we sam-
pled what a branch of this three-
star Parisinn restaurant has to

The solid, workman-like
charm of Mclbourne was an
ing contrast to dazzli

ic Gardena on the other. At Mru.
Macquarie's Point (named ofter
an 1800'a g 's wife ) it’s

upscale Sydney which, unlike
Dotroit, has made the most of its
waterfront. Although we stayed
at a hotel overlooking Sydney
Harbour, took o wonderful boat
cruise around it and even viewed
it from the South East pylon of
the Sydnoy Harhour Bridge, my
most extrnordlnnry experionce
wua running it. - 3

i dmark (but

offer. The animal highlight was

at the }

driving out of Melbourne to
Phillip Island, where we not only
saw the famous sunset parade of
fairy penguins come home from
the sca, but also a sanctuary of
koala bears.

once controversiall) Sydnoy
Opera Houae on' Beanalong
Point, you run with the bright
blue water of Sydney Harbour on
one side and the glorious flowers
and greenery of the Royal Botan-

fun to take a minute to climb the
stepa to the small bench carved
into the rock, known as Mra,
Macquarie's Chair.

Continuing alongside the
water, I came upon curious
throngs taking photographs and
videos of a giant American nucle-
ar warship that had docked ear-
lier for several days stay. Ameri-
can sailors wers vigible wherever
we went for one day. After that
they wére apparently allowed to
wear civilian clothes and blend-
ed into the Sydney scene.

On my way back, the sun set-
ting over the magnificent opera

house and harbour, made for an
unforgettable vista.

We hod pre-bocked a tour, din-
ner and a performance at the
Sydney Opern House and
learned to apprecinte it both
inside and out. That certainly
was u highlight of Sydney, but
there were so many. Wo spent
mojor time in the Rocks arca,
the birthplace of both Sydney
and oll of Australin, where the
convicta wha scttled the country
first tived,

We took a ferry boat to the zoo,
which ia vertically situated. A
cable car zooms you to tho top,
then you view the animals along
n zigzog path back down. The
animals native to Australia are
obviously where to spend your
time. The giraifes have a magnif-
icent view of Sydney Harbour!

And you can't miss jumping
the fabulous waves at Bondi
Beach. The sun scare apparently
hasn’t made it to the land down
under, since few beach umbrel-
las were evident. It's no wonder

. Australia has a very high inci-

denco of skin cancer.

Australion food was good, if
cxpensive. Favorite dishes
included baramundi — a mild,
delicious fish - and various

pr of oun:h, k
nnd emu. If you're a dessort
lover, you're in luck. They are,
too, and you'll have a wealth of
protty and delicious confections
from which to choose.

On to Cairns — pronounced
“Cana” — the fnst-growing capital
of “the Far North” with a charm-

GREAT ESCAPES

Great Escapes features vorious
travel ncws items, Send news
Icads to Hugh Gallaghcr, assia-
tant managing cditor, Observer
& Eccentric Newspapers., 36251
Schooleraft, Livonia, MI 48150,
or fax them to (313) §91-7279.
TUSCANY AND UMBRIA

Two taurs to the hill towns of
Tuscany and Umbria will he
held April 30 to May 10 and May
10 to Moy 22 in cooperation with
the Birmingham Bloomfield Art
Association. Shelloy Perlove;

professor of art history nnd
director of art

son double, $3,849 single. The
price includes air fare,

the University of chhxgnn-Denr-
born will lead the tours. Janet
Torno, executive director of the
BBAA, will accompany the May
10 tour. The trips will inciude
stops in Florenco, Piea, Siena,
Pistoia, San Gimignano and
Assisi (site of recent storm dam-
age to mony historic art master-
pieces). The April 30 trip is
priced ot $3,479 per person dou.
ble, $4,118 single; the May 10
trip is priced at $3,249 per per-.

dslmnn in Flerence nnd Siena,

complete with chestnuts rnusling
over an open fire ean be found in
northern Michigan’s charming
Victorian shopping district in

and some meals.

Porticipation is limited to 26
for the April 30 trip and 30 for
the May 10 trip. Those interest-
ed are urged to place o $500
deposit as soon ns possible,

For information, call toll frec
800-783-2019.

ROLIDAY OPEN HOUSE
Old-time holiday shopping

Officlal Licensed Woodward Dream Crulse™ Merchandise

Don Sommer - Porcolaln License Plato

Don Sommer Fine Arts
105 Kinross

Clawson, M 48017
(248) 435-6115

Shella Emerson - Custom Trading Cards

Results Plus

15726 Blrwood
Blrmingham, MI 48025
(800) 499-3489

Dan Moora - Classic CD & Cassotte
Discovery Business Systems/Boys & Girls Club
25900 Greenfleld, Sulto #322

Osk Park, M! 48237
(248) 987-2899

L. 1. Corp

Grag Goga - Full logo car flags

1737 Pearson
Farndale, M1 48220
(248) 414-5154

Jim Tocco - Ciasslc Poster
Tocco Deslgn/ Vinsetta Qarage
1985 Fleetwood

Grosse Polnte Woods, Mt 48238
(810) 646-4882

Richard Welss - ‘36 \VDC Postcards
C. T. Publishing
P. 0. Box 2304

Blrmingham, Mf 48012
(248) 646-5372

Davld Junqulst - Car Poster and Bumper Sticker

C & D Novelty

198 Maverick
Lapaor, Mi 48448
(810) 387-9131

S0S Transcripts - Woodward Dream *
Crulse Souvenir Video

Produced by WXYZ-TV/Channel 7
(800) 853-7717

Happy Holidays from
Woodward Dream Cruise, Inc.”

Harbor Springs and Petoskey
this season. The open house in
Harbor Springs is on Wednes-
day, Dec. 3, and Petoskey on Fri-
day, Dec. 5. For more informa-
tion, calt 1(800)845-2828.
HEALTHY TRAVEL GUIDE

Vantage Deluxe World Travel,
a leading operator of tours and
cruises for mature travelers, has
relensed an 8-page “Health
Guide for Older Travelera” with
tips for healthy and comfortable
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Samsonite
Ultralite 2

2 Cart™ 1 grgs ovsliable
Duifle vkt Aliackebla Carry-sa

© Samsonite’ ]
Somerset Collection (248) 6437470

travel. For the free, 8-page
guide and additional informa-
tion, call toll free 1-(800)784-
0936.

National Hospies

Mondh

November is National
Hospice month.

Take some time to learn
about the magic of
hopsice—promoting

dignity, family,
comfort and caring
at the end of life.

For more information,
contact;
THS/SAMARITAN
CARE HOSPICE OF
MICHIGAN
1-800-397-9360

ing town square, a new modern
et muscum in an old space and
the Esplanade, & long stretch
along the waterfront.

Running along it at ene end of
tho day or the other, you can be
party to boat-watching as the
vossols, mostly catamarans,
ferry passengers back and forth
to the Barrier Reef for a day of
scuba and snorkeling,

Cairns is the perfect place to
light if you want to experience
both the Barrier Reef nnd the
Rain Forest. We spent a day on
the reef, a day in the rain forest
and a day enjoying Cairns - and
felt well satisfied. You can only
get a acnee of the extensiveness
of the Reef from above, so our
plane headed home by way of
Tokyo allowed this view.

An aerial view -of the ruinfor-
est is available on the new
Skyrail Cableway to Kuranda.
Wo took it one way and the vin-
tage Kuranda Scenic Railroad
back, along a trail that reported-
ly took 1,600 men four years to
carve out in the 1880%. A high-
light of our day in the rainforest
was the Tjapukai Dance The-
atre, home of the award-wi
Aborginal dance group. It's con-
veniently located at the base of
the Skyrail.

Seeking a picce of Aboriginal
art was by far the most interest-
ing shopping of the trip. And
keep your wits about you if
yau're set on taking home Aus-
tralian-made stuffed kangarnos -
or koala bears. Many are made
in the Far East.

810-263-4500

Costa Rica.
YOU CAN REST UNDER A
RAINFOREST CANOPY AND A
SEASIDE CANOPY ONTHE -

SAME DAY.

Pack your bikinl and your hiking
boots. You're off to lush, tropical
Costa Rica where Travel Charter
International offers 7 and 14 day
vacations at a wide choice of
beautiful beachfront resort hotels.

QOur resort vacations center in
the Pacific Northwest reglon,
where long, deserted beaches
nuzzle against forested mountains,
steaming volcanoes and breath-

, taking countryside. Here all kinds

of exciting daytrips are offered.
Visit lakes, natural hot springs, and
valcanoes. Raft a river lined by
howler monkeys, mot mots and
cgrets. Hike among geysers, cra-
ters, monkeys and sloths. And more,
Qr travel the extents of the
countryside and be swept away on
a gulded adventure to the rich
blodiversity of the Costa Rican
tandscape with overnight stops at
fascinating lodges. . . and a restful
finish at a seaside resort.
Doces Costa Rica cost a lot? Not

with Travel Char.er's resort vaca-

tions. These air and hotel pack-
ages range from moderate to
tuxury and includc round trip air
from Detroit via ATA, transfers and
baggage handling, hotel tax and
service charges, We also offer sev-
eral ull-inclusive vacations,
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See your Travel Agent for Complete Details!
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