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COMMUNITY MESSENGER

Community Messenger fco-
tures splritusl announcements
from Oakland County religious
institutfons. Ten days before tho
desired publication date, please
write: Community Messenger,
cyo Belioefs & Values Editor,
Observer & Eccentric Newspa-
pers. 80S E. Maple, Birmingham,
Mi 48009. Our fax number is
(810) 644-1314.

CHRISTMAS CONCERT
?nith Lutheran Church, 37635
Hequindre, Troy, is the first stop
far the Rebeeea St. James Christ-
nins Tour at 7 pam. on Friday,
Nav. 28. The concert is spensored
by “Focus on the Fomily” and fea-
tares musie from St. James'
albuma, “Christmes,” and “God.”
The guest spenker ia Susie Shel.
Winberger, editor of *Brio,” u reli-
(fous magazine for teens, Admis-
wlon i $10 for groups of 10 or
more or $14 per person at the
door. For information, call the
church ot (248) 689-4664.

FASHIONS FELLOWSHIP

¢ Rev. Renaye Coles and the
Veaceful Waters Ministry family,
in celebration of their “first”
hpuse of worship, annaunce their
pre-holiday “Fashionable™ Fellow-
ship at 4 p.m. on Sunday, Nov.
30, ot the Zionist Cultural Build.
ing. 18451 W. 10 Mile, two blocks
west of Southfield Road, in
Southfield. This special service
inscludes o light buffet and an
array of fashions frum BJ's Clos-
et. Special guest is Hugh Burrell,
farmerly with the Blue Pigs. The
message, *I Can See Clearly,” will
be delivered by the Rev. Renaye
Cales, a native Detroiter and the
spiritual leader of the non-
denominational Peaceful Waters
Ministry. All are welcome. For
nformation, call 1248) 569-1459.

W SWEDISH SERVICE

St. Andrew Lutheran Church,
6255 Telegraph, just north of
Maple, Bloomfield Township,
i% hosting a Swedirh scrvice at
1:15 p.m. un Sunday, Dec. 7. Pas-
tor Kenneth Johnson from New
Ba|timore ik serving os
leader/preacher. Pastor Richard
Chilcott, soloist, and & Scandoni-
van Chair will provide apecial
music. A Swedish luncheon will
bpserved at 11:30 a.m. For infor-
mation, call (248) 646-5207.

B HANUKKAH THEME
*Filu v’ Eilu,” the joint ndult Jew-

mos. With the help of 200 plus

ish learning project sponsored by
Congs. Beth Abrah illel
Moses (West Bloomfield), Beth
Shalom (Qak Park) and B'nai
Moshe (West Bloomfield), Hillel
Bay School (Farmington Hilla)
ond the Women's League for Con-
servative Judni Michij

par cach year, the Royal
Oak-based Judson Center has
distributed one desired gift to
each child in the agency's care.
Cantributors are needed to pur-
chase, wrap and send the highly

Branch, is offering a Roah

Hodesh study session in honor of
the new month of Kislev. The free
program begins at 7 p.m. on Sun-
day, Dec. 7, at Borders Books and
Music, 30995 Orchard Lake

Road, Farmington Hiils. Com-
munity educator Aviva Silvermon
will discuss, “Tho Honukkah
Songs We Sing: What Do They
Really Mean?" Advance registra-
tion is not required and ne knowl-
edge of Hebrew is necessary. For
inforination, leave a message for
Nancy Kaplan or Rita Abramson
at (248) 788-3600, or e-mailt
ritta@bnoimoshe.org.

d gifts, valued at $30, to
Judson Center for the holidnya.
To make a difference to thoso Icas
fortunate this Christmas senson
by calling (248) 837-1217.

W SPIRIT OF GRATITUDE

Christian Scientista will celebrate
the upirit of gratitudo at 10:30
a.m. Thursday, Nov. 28, at Firat
Church of Christ, 33826 Grand
River, in FarmlIngton, ns part of
a Thanksgiving Day service. An
expression of gratitude will be
offered during tha latter part of
the hour-long service, No collec-
tion. Child care is provided. All
denominations ara invited.

W VOLUNTEER
Individuala, families, children
and grandparents are invited to
comfort the elderly, fix up a shel-
ter, serve food to the hungry or
perform other taska at the annual
Volunteer Extravaganza on
Thureday, Dee. 25, Starting from
the Max M. Fisher Building, 6735
Telegraph, Bloomfield Town-
ship, groups will head out to

- SIRVICE
A Thanksgiving service, includ-
ing testimonies of spiritual heal-
ing by Christian Scientists, will
tako piace at 10:30 a.m. Thurs-
doy, Nov, 27, at First Church of
Christ, Scientist, 191 N, Chester,
in downtawn Birmingham and
First Church of Christ, Scientist,
4875 W. Maple, Bloomfield
Township. Child care will be
ilable. All are wel

sgencies and i in the
Metro Detroit aren to tend a hand
or to relieve workers who wish to
spend the holiday with their fam-
ilies. Chairing the event are Lisn
Barson, Jefl Basch and Randi
Sakwa. The vol network is

W JEWS IN AMERICAN CULTURE
“Latte ond Leaming,” the adult
Jewish study group led by Rabbi
Aaron Bergman and sponsored
by the “Eilu v' Eilu” adult Jewish

o cooperative venture of the Jew-
ish Federation's Community Out-
reach and Education Depart.
ment, Young Adult Division,
Women's Campaign and Educa-
tion Department and Business
and Professional Women.
NADIYV, a group of teens and
young adults who have had an
Israel expericnce and want to vol-
unteer in the community, alsa
participates in the program.
Space is limited. Register by
Monday, Dec. 8, by calling Joanie
Berger at {248) 203-1470.

I YULE QIFTS NEEDED

‘The children in Judson Center's
programs have suffered abuse or
neglect and usually have one
wish — to have a happy and
whole family. In some cases this
can be achieved. In others, the
best way to give o child hope is to
grant a specin] wish for Christ--

consortium, ie offering
an cight-part series entitled,
“Images of Jews in American
Popular Culture,” at Borders
Books & Music, 30995 Orchoard
Laoke Road, F ngton Hills.
Sessions meet from 10 to 11 a.m.
on Mondays, beginning Dec. 1.
The series explores the phe-
nomenon of Jewish stereotypes in
contemparary American televi-
sion and film and analyzes to
what extent these images are cre-
ated by Jows themselves and
reflect internalized atercotypes,
Tuition is $40 for the serics for
members and $56 for non-mem-
bers. To register, leave a message
for Nancy Kaplan at (248) 788-
3600, or e-mail
ritou@bnaimashe.org.(248).356-
1120. Nancy Kruger is mission
developer.

-— Compiled by special writer
Rena Fulka

sy

i

Michigan brings the characters
from Matt Faulkner's story to
lifc at the Pageant Wagon
Theater in the Rotunda
of Somersct South.
Pedormances are at 1:30,
3:30, 5:30 and 7:30 pm,
Tuesdays through
Saturdays, and at 1:00,
3:00 and 5:00 pm Sundays.

Andlet the spirit of The Giving

Season wanm your hearts!

1 NEWSPAPLRD

175 Exit 69 West,

A tradition of wonders and surprises. Of
Kings and Queens, of jesters, magic, and a
turrcted castle that soars three stories high.
“Tis the scason of Santa in his haliday :
fincat - resplendent, bedecked and bedazzling! o

“Tis the time of *The Giving Season.”
When the Children's Theatre of

Come be a part of the tradiion, {

‘@bserver & Eecentrie

MERSE

COLLECTION

"@is the Biving Season...
and the @Wradition continues.
At the Somevset Collection in Troy.

Rabbi from page B8

Park ncarly 40 years ago.

“To me, it was important to be
involved in a synagogue,” said
Elkus, who has devoted a great
denl of his time to fund-raising
ventures. “At the time, Both
Shalom was the only Conserva-
tive synagogue in Oak Park.”

Though he eventually moved
to Farmington Hills, Elkus never
considered leaving the cangrega-
tion he fondly calls his sccond
homo.

“What's kept me here is that
there is a torrific warmnesa and
closcness with members,” said
the retired representative for
Levi Strausa Co. “And I think it's
important to have somebody you
can look up to in the clergy.
‘Through good times, and unfor-
tunately when we have bad
times, he's always thero to sup-
port us,”

Dinner  co-chairwoman
Anaruth Bernard of Southficld
snid she appreciates Nelson's
warmth and his cvolving
approach to Conaervative
Judaism — especially his push
for a futly egalitarian congrega-
tion allowing equal participation
by men and women.

“And I think it's impor-
tant to have somebody
you can look up to In
the clergy. Through
good times, and unfor-
tunateiy when wo have
had times, he's always
thero to support us”
Phil Elkus
Beth Shalom

University in Massachusetts
before mecting Alicia in New
York. *I was an undergraduate
student and Dovid was at
Law School,” snid Alicin, who
hails from Chattanooga, Tenn. *I
was gaoing to marry a lawyer.”

But it wasn't long before Ali-
cin’s husbond-to-be dropped his
wnjor and enrolled in the Jewish
Theological Seminary to make n
deeper commitment ta Jewish
life. After ordination, the couple
headed for Brazi), where Nelson
led a congregation of 1,200 fami-
lies for two years,

‘The pair continues to visit and
correspond with their Por-
t king frionds and

“We had three daugh and
the synagogue provided a spiri-
tun! outlet for our daughters as
well a8 our son,” said Bernard,
who worka 08 a money manoger.
“He certninly had an impact
because our daughter became o
rabbi.”

In fact, Rabbi Gretta Bernard
Brown is one of 10 congregants
to enter rabbinical school from
the congregation that has
swelled from 400 to 700 families
in the last 25 years.

Born in Bridgeport, Conn.,
Nelson ecarned a baochelor's
degree in history from Brandeis

recently led a 17-member tour
group there. Nelvon's second,
three-year stint in Baltimore
came to a close in 1972, when he
met the Beth Shalom congrega-
tion, founded 14 ycars prior.
“When I firat came to Beth
Shalom, there was a certain
spirit and vitality I didn't notice
in the other congregations,”
recalled Nelson. *I think there’s
more excitement today than
when [ came. What we're secing
is tremendous enthusinsm, You
announce a clnss today ond peo-
ple fill it. Pcople want o more

apiritual experience in their
livea,”

The Nelsons, who have been :
married 33 years, team-teach -
“Institute for Judaizm” at the :
synagoguc ut 14601 W. Lincoln.
Individunlly they pursue inte:
ests in the synagogue and -
beyond. : .

Alicia taught seventh grade dt
Hillel Day School in Farmington
Hills for 14 years and Beth
Shalom High Schoo! for two
befare opening her home-based
business, Tradition! Tradition!,
featuring unique Judaica, She
has also been involved with tl
Jewish Vocationol Servic
Keshet, the National Council 6!
Jewish Women and Hadassah. |

Nelson has served as a chop:
lain for the Detroit Police |
Department, board member of |
the Southfield-based Anti- !
Defamation League, president of |
both the Michigan Board of Rab- -,
bis and the Conscrvative Rabbix
of Metropolitan Detroit and a
member of the Southfield-based
Jewish Association for Reniden-
tial Care, the Bloomficld Hills-
based Jewish Community Coun-
cil and the Greater Detroit Inter-
faith Round Table. K

Tagether, the Nelzons have
been known to unofficinlly take
on the rale of 2 “Shadchan,” or
Jewish matchmaker. “We have
10 couples that we've fixed up”
snid Alicia. “In Judnism, there's
0 teaching that if you make .
three matchen, you enrn o place
in heaven,” .

With his “RAV™ sign still
aglow behind him, Nelson
quipped, “We're there.”

For information an Cong. Beth
Shalom's "Rededication and
Dedication”™ weekend, call (2481
547-7970.
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Fine Diamonds

Emeralds

Rubies

Sapphires

, Solitaires

" Bridat Sets’

" Anniveriary Rings

Trios

Platinum _

Tennis Bracelets
Peridants
Lustrous Pedris
Gold fewelry
Watches
and Much Morel.-

CL

and CONS

MEYER JEWELERS |

Family Owned Since 1920

'BANKRUPTCY

FORCED T0 CLOSE 5 LOCATIONS
& CONSOLIDATE TO REMAINING STORES

MUST RAISE CASH
&#7 TO PAY CREDITORS

__ EMPTYING THE VAULTS!

PRICES LOWERED!
- YOU PAY as LOW as

We will continue to serve your fine jewelry needs as we have since 1920.

SIN

olidation

G

Sale

ON THIE
RETATE
DO AR

MeyerJewelers

Creating Moments to Remember

CLOSING

Sale Prices Good At All Locations

REMAINING OPEN

Lincoln Park Shopping Center UINCOLN PARK (313) 3019155
Eostland Center HARPER WOODS {313) 2459395 :

Big Beaver Road, Troy, MI Twelve Oaks Mall, NOVI (810} 249-8010 Westland Conter WESTLAND (a13) 425-7676
© . (248) 816-5484 Lakeside Center STERUNG HEIGHTS (810) 2475500 Oaldand Mall TROY 18101 338-3805 %
Briarwood Mall ANN ARBOR {313] 781-3315 Southlond Center TAYLOR {313) 267-4250 i
Fairlone Town Center DEARBORN {313) 593-1440 Tel-Twelve Moll SOUTHFIELD (010} 35¢-3320 :
Qu‘ MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED Drcounts O s gy Reifoee ) |
b ‘ i ! ’



