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Defending champ
eliminates Lakers

By CHRUS MAYER
BTAS¥ WILITER

West Bloomfield's girls basket-
ball teum witneseed firsthand
Mendoy night the demage Birm-
ingham Marion's full-court presa
can cause.

The Lakers took the court at
Plymouth Salem with hopea of
upsetting the defending Class A
champion, but Marian's relent-
lews pressure propelled the Mus-
tangn to a 68-46 regivnal semifi-
nal victory,

The win lifted the Mustangs
(19-4) into the regional final at 7
p.m. Wedneaday night againat
Plymouth Canton (19-4). The
Chiefu advanced with a 47-27
triumph over Detroit Pershing.

Marian and Canton played in
September with the host Mus-
tangy earning & 57-39 victory,
and Marian coach Mary Lillie-
Cicerone believes dealing with
Canton's patient offense will be
pivotal in the rematch.

“(The Chiefs) are o patient an
offense,” she said. “They hold the
ball for 30 or 40 seconds before
looking to take a shot.

“That might not seem like o
long time, but it is when you're
down in o defensive stance,
We're going to have to be patient
defensively and not teke too
muny risks. And we're going to
hnvo to do a good job boxing
out.”

Seid Centon coach Bob Blohm:

“They best us the first time with
everything — with thelr pres-
wure, with their reb
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but when we got in the game the
size factor hurt us. That poss
they were making in practice,
thoy couldn’t make tonight.

“Marian has tho size and
speed and underatanding as
players what to do. They knaw
whero to be and they anticipate
well, Thoy'ro always o step
ahead on the press.”

West Bloomfield played well
carly and led 14-13 following o
putback by sophomore Crystal
Andrews with 4:39 left in the
second quarter. Marian, howev-
er, took control from there.

0 Mustangs went on n 30-5
run, beginning with nn 11-2
spurt to end the first half nnd
continuing with a 19-3 edge to
start the third quarter, for a 43-
19 advantage. The lead grow to
52-27 in the fourth quarter.

“Qur press definitely helped
us,” said Marian junior Kellie
Byers, whose 3-pointer late in
the second quarter helped ignite
the decisive run, “We like to trap
in the corners and we were oble
to do that.”

Marian, which led 24-16 at
halftime and 49-26 after three
quarters, also reccived double-
digit scoring from Byers (12)
and senior guard Breean Walas
(11). Anaejionu scored six of
Marian’s first seven points and
was a foreo all night.

'Nu:oln turned in a big-time

and
with their size. It's hard to
match up with them.”

West Bloomficld, which con-
cluded a tremendous season at
21-3, experienced similar match-
up problems Monday.

The Laokers committed 29
turnovers, didn't have an answer
for Marian's full-court pressure
and couldn't contain 6-3 junior
center Nicole Anacjionu, who fin-
ished with a game-high 20 points
and 12 rebounds,

“We knew Marian was going to

. {(press full court) and wo looked
" at different ways at which to

break it,” West Bloomficld coach
Lantce Davis said. “But we could-
't duplicate Marian's size, and
our pirls didn't understand how
the angles were being taken
awny from them.

“We executed well in practice

” Davis said. “She
stepped up and got some crucial
points in the paint when we
were still in the game.”

Junior center Kim Kilpela and
sophomore Heather Robbins
paced West Bloomfield with 11
points apiece.

Freshman Lisa Copeland
chipped in 10 points, and
Andrews finished with nine
points and nine rebounds.
Kilpela also blocked nine shots
and clearced seven rebounda,

“We're pleased with the way
the girls played all year,” said
Davis, whose starting lineup
Monday featurcd two juniors,
two sophomores and one fresh-
man.“They stepped up and met
challenge after challenge after
challenge all year long, so this
will be a steppingstone for ua.,”

Flrst state meet huge success: North Farmington fr

A

Hannah Pawl

had the best finish of any Farm-
ington swimmer Saturday, placing second in the butterﬂy She also was fifth in the 50 freestyle.

SWIimmers ;... c:

Mercey's strongest event, because
Elizabeth MacDonald took
eighth in 1:566.77 and Betsey
Lambert was 12th at 1:68.15. |

“Wo gat a good performance
from our freshman, Elizabeth
MacDonald,” Downs snid. “All
three scored, 8o we got o lot of
points out of that.

“We had a surprise in the 200
relay,” Downs said of his four-
some of Danielle Clayton, Jenny
MacDonald, Elizabeth MacDon-
ald and McCullough. “They were
12th (Friday) and moved up to
tie for 10th the second doy (with
a 1:41.62 time).

“We had another big surprise
in Betsey Lambert. She's been to
this meet before but ncver
scored. And she was in one of the
slow heats.

“But she went nbsolutely wild,
8he had a four-second drop in
her time. It was a point — and it
meant o lot to her. The whole
effort was tremendous.

“She also had a great drop in
the 600, but it just wasn't
cnough to score.”

Sophomore Elizaboth Posvar
was a double individunl scorer
for Morcy, finishing fourth in the
IM at 2:08.76 and her §3.56
carning her gixth place in the
100 freeatyle.

The Marlins were fifth in the

400 relay as Kolly Carlin, Amy
McCullough, Elizabeth MacDon-
ald and Posvar combined for a
3:38.02.

Meorcy's Katio Callan {back-
stroke), Posvar (breaststroke),
Downs {butterfly) and Carlin
{frcestyle) toamed in the 200
medley relay to take seventh in
1:61.89.

“It was a good dny for us,”
Downs said. “We had a good
year. We've got a lot of kids com-
ing back. Lambert was the only
senior who scored & point,

“We're in pretty good shape as
far as noxt yoar is concerned.”

Pawlowicz scored in two
events for North Fnrmlnzton.
too. She was fifth in the 50
frecstyle with a 24.42 clocking.

“She also swam the fastest
butterfly split of any of the
(relay) swimmers in there, and
wo believe she swam the second-
fastest split of anybedy who
scored in the 200 free relay,”
Duthie said. "We just missed
scoring in that event.

“But her butterfly was just an
excellent, excellent race. Her
goal, although she didn't talk
about it, I think, was a 57-plus
in the butterfly. And she just
missed it.

“She has & chance of carning
All-America honors, although

that’s a ways off.”

Tho Raiders took a 10th in the
200 medloy relay with a time of
1:62.74. Tara Grider swam the
backstroke, Nevra Alver the
breaststroke, Pawlewicz the but-
terfly and Cheri Farber the
freestyle.

Junior Alver also was sixth in
the breaststroke with a time of
1:08.41,

“I was confident Hannah
would score,” Duthie said, “and I
thought our two relays had a
chance to scoro.

“Nevra has been euffering with
(tendinitis in her) knees the last
fow wecks. She's been limited in
her trainiog.

*“But she’s a good athlete and o
hard worker. She has to be very
tough mentally to be able to do
what she did.

“I waa very pleased overall. We
did fairly well; we had a good
team effort. Alver was 13th last
year and she moved up to sixth,
and she a great swim in
the medley relay.

“Pawlewicz was excellent.
Plus, she's & great young lady to
work with, which is even more
important, I think.*

Harrison had a double scorer
in aophomore Lindeay Fettors,
who was eighth in the IM with a
time of 2:11.77, and she came

back to finish fourth in the
breastatroke in 1:07.47. Sho was’
fifth in both eventa in the 1996 !
state meet.

“Wo just had Fotters score,”
Hawks coach Ross Bandy said.
“We had two relays, Julie Kiuka
and Dona Schwalm in the meet,
but they didn't awim as well an
we thought they would. And
that's my fault.

“We had a great season. Weo
were 5-5 overall; we swam somo
great times. We wound up goiog’
into the state meet swimming
faster than ever before. .

“Our medley relay team broke
the school record of 1:65.03
walking in the door. This was
probably the most confi dent l‘ve
felt going in.

“But it didn't happen. It's my
fault. I don't think we got excited
about the state meet. We dldn’
do what I thought we would do,
and I'll take the hit, T know it
wasn't the kids.

*I was not a good day. It wll
not a bad day, but it was nét'a
good day, Still, I give credit to
the kids. They dld Chejub all sea-,
son long. I was ple

Thoy all should be plegsed.
The state meet is like frosting on
a cake. Sometimes it's thick;:
sometimes it's thin, But it's still:.
frosting.

Huron coach hopes River Rats as good as

By STEVE KOWALSKY
STAYF WIITER

Ann Arbor Huron coach Paul
Verska lives across the street
from University of Michigan
football coach Lloyd Carr, which
makes you wonder if that givea
him first dibs on using the U-M
indoor facility for practice this
weck.

It's a tradition U-M has done
over the years, allowing teama to
usgo their facility in proparing for
tho state finals at the Silver-
dome.

Kickoff for the matchup
between the River Rats and the
Shamrocks is 1 p.m. Saturday.

[ ] FOOTBALL

The two coaches laugh about
Veraka's ties to Carr, but maybe
the U-M coach has divided loyal-
ty. His son, Jason Carr, quarter-
backed CC to the 1990 state
championship,

CC coach Tom Mach only
wants to use the indoor facility
once this week anyway.

“It's a little more work for us
to get on the bus and drive an
hour there,” Mach snid. “We
went one year three times and
that's a little tiring. It's a great
experience, sceing the No. 1

Pregnancy and Pets

team in the nation, a chance for
players to meet the players and
coaches. Now we've got a former
player (Terry Malone) ns an
assistant on the U-M staff and
that's impressive for our kids.”

CC has already played at the
Silverdome twice this year,
including the final game against
Southgate Aquinas in the Prep
Bowl. Verska and his players
have been there only to watch.

“I asked coach Mach, ‘How am
I supposed to act? ” Verska said.,

M The River Rats beat previously-

undefeated Rockford, 17-14, in the

semlfinals ot Lonsing Everett.
Rockford's all-state quarterback Mike

Segard, who has committed to Purdue,
was sacked several times and unter-
ceptad In the end zeno by Huron's
Qasim Baslr In the final seconds.

“It's a dreom come true,” Basir said.
1 dreamod about Lhis. It's been our goal
all year. Now we have to make B new
one; winning the state

his neighbor’s team

wlde receivar Thobitl Willlamson.

“He's 5 good kid and gets better
sach week,” Verska sald. "He started
oft slowly and we've addad 10 his work
load gach woek.” He 8l30 punts,

@ Pat Johnson, a 5-10, 175-pound
sonor, is the River Rata’ top rusher. He

W Huron Junlor quarterback Jool Pry-
godskl, Is the san of Plymouth Canton
girls ¢cross country and track coach
George Przygodski, who was a standout

at U4 end atl-state at Grond Raplds |

Cathollc Central.

The younger Przygodskl compteted
morg than 50 percent of his passes for
572 yards and 12 touchdowns during
the segular scason.

He compioted five of 11 Jast week for
100 yords, including a long TD poss to

' \ ~
. 0

“ )
I

it"s Our BIG

ewnes first “children” were | see and smell your baby under
thelr mp?wm the amval of ah?‘by the | supervision. Day—A'ter-
oy sncure W Snger oo | Asyowcldgesade s Thanksgiving
udin 'mmﬂﬂ mm
Wil e some cxua stnten 16 blp B gl rmidnied Salel
them adjust to the new additicn. animals with h': dgmar:cxi "
2 baslcally pack animats and mannes and they will be rew: wh "
Dﬁf?ﬂm“‘;ﬁff,‘?m the love and devotion of the Ermilly pet. 50% Off Frlday,
position in the “Faily AtSmall Antal Hospital, our primary
oo wnch ooy e mummﬁmﬁé’ﬁ All Wearables! November 28
"“Y"“WNM“W”"& wdnot | SNy serviee. Forqo‘uﬂa\sk 25% oﬁ 10 am - 8 pm
crouching, kwer hewad pasture, conceming 1o schedue an H H
csting. oo it Togef piol Everything Else in the Storel
-Catsarckess Look for pur next article L two weeks.
myracmadop e | ——— The Goodwill
i mmmv ety Kyl “Serving the community t
sigrs that may be seen not for over forty-one years.” s ores
5 aggression, o house soling. SMALL ANIMAL
Wy e bringing 4 new baby o yout HOSPITAL, P.C. Wetorford « 2623 Elizabeth Lake  Porttiao » 1803 N, Perry
e "',‘;‘;;m’?:,"“ 32635 Northwestem Hwy. Monuzlgm--mn Dequindre n-ar«u-mumnf-pn
e ; Farmington Hills, MI Rosaville » 28450 G
Your|
n(wmmuy.omywm (248) 626-1854 Thaok youfor ot The Gl S
3gur new baby home. allow your pet 1o “We See Big Dogs Too™ Your purcheoos spport G vocationel retabikation sorvioes.
L. ‘ arseecs| o7 onvas
i \
-
] 4 ! ‘L

was the during the regular
sessan with 12 TDs and 1,110 yada on
208 carries, Willemson has shared the
rushing load throughout the playoffs
after being o breskaway threat with 682
yards on 48 carries end 11 T0s In the
regular season.

B The River Reta dida't kick a fleld
goal untli Iast week whon David McNa-
mora converted his only attempt of the
year from 37 yords last weok.

B Tho two teams met once previous-
ly, In 1987 when the Shamrocks won a
ron-league matchup, 14-0. CC lost In
the Ninals that year of the Class A state
tournament ta Ann Arbor Pioneer.

@ Mach sald this CC team has
Improved from Day One as much as any
160m he's had. The emphesis Is on toam
more than stars, he sald.

“I'm rea) excited ond resl, rea) happy
for thom," Mach sald, *Of all the teams
1'vo had, they'va teken themsatves from
the beginning to the end of the saason
to a higher spot. They work extremaly
hard and are & Joy to coach, bellove
what you say, They're the kind of guys
you lixa to be around.”

B Tha Shamrocks are 16-2 In the
playofts In the 19901, Along with b .900
wlnning percantage, CC has shown a
penchont to win close games. The
Shamrocks are 7-2 (n playoft gomes
Gaclded by savon points o¢ (oss, Includ-
Ing 20 in overtimos,

Thay have reached the AA state finals

four previoug times, losing only to Segh:
naw Arthur Hill In the 1991 finals. CC
won the rematch In 1692,

W Mach wasn't surprised to see lM
River Rats beat Rockford,

“They're o Iitter bigger than us, nat
glgantic but bigger and tough,” Mach
said. “Thelr backa run read hard and it l
8 team that's opportunistic.” :

M Vetaka sald there wos a daﬂn)lc'
fome-fleld advantage for Rockford last”
wask, Versks estimetes that of the,
6,000 fans meve. a few hundred were;

Huron,

“And 8 lot were the pleyers and
coaches rolatives,” he sald, *They'll
come out of the woodwork this week." -

B Versks has immenses respect for.
Bazylewlcz, whom ho played for In 1962,
ot Herper Woods Notre Dame stlll keaps
[r touch with him today.

Bazylawlcz, a former Catholle League;
coach and director, was coaching Into;
his 80s before taking some time off mlv
yosr as an assistant coach at U-D Jesuit”
for haalth reasons.

Hig last hend coaching Job was et
Redford Blshop Borgess in the aarly.
908, .

“Ho'a one of tha reasons | went Into
coeching, & great influence,” Vorska
sald. “He helped ma get other Jobs;
when | was younger, taught me to;
toughen up when the presss (s on you.
be flim, yet friendly with the kids.”

@ U.S. represantative Davld Bonior
{D) of Macomb County was quarterback:
of the 1862 Notea Dome High Schoot
tesm. Varskn was a lineman and mon-
sterback on that toam. “If | fived in his
diptrict, ho'd be getting my vote,"” Vers.
ko said, "Ho's honost and there are aot.
many of those around In politics."
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