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'I’EE HISTORY

FARMINGTON HARTISON'S
FOOTBALL PLAYOFF HISTORY

1997 —ClASS A

Finat: Horrison va. Midiand Dow?
Heaison 21, Seaholm 7.

Reglonst: Harelson 38, Ypallant( 0.

Playoft: Herrlson 56, Edsel Ford 21,

1990 — CLASS A

Final: Grandville 24, Hanlson 17,
samk: Harison 52, G.P. Novth 34,
Reglonal: Harison 35, Trenton 21,
Piayoft: Harrlson 45, D. Chadsay 22,

1998 —CLASS A
Playoft: South Lyon 40, Horrison O,
1994 — CLASS A

Flas); Herlson 17, F.H. Central 13,
Semifinal: Harrlson 38, Kimboll 25.
Ragonal: Harrison 28, So. tyon 28.
Playoff: Hatrison 14, Det. Chadsey 8.

1993 — CLASS A

Final: Harrison 12, Midland 9,
Samifinal: Harrison 35, Fraser 24,
Reglonal: Harrison 23, Narthville 16.
Playolt: Harrlson 44, Edsel Ford 23,

1994 — CLASS B8

Flaal; Hanison 34, Cheboygan 7.
Semifinai: Harvison 32, Tecumseh 7.
Reglonal; Hartlson 21, Allen Park 6,
Piayoft: Harrison 49, Crestwood 8.

1990 —- CLASS BB
Semifioals Oxford 48, Hacrison 38,
Regional; Horrlson 48, Avondale 16.
Puaryoft: Hammison 22, Clintondsle 19,

18689 — CLASS B
Final: Harrlson 28, DeWitt 27,

Seml: Hamlson 3, E. Grand Rapids 2.
Reglonal; Harrison 28, Alten Patk 6.
Playoft: Harrison 23, Riverview 7.

1888 — CLASS B
Finel; Hamison 44, St. Josoph 9.
Semifinal: Harrisan 42, Avondate 7.
Reglonal: Harrison 35, Riverview 0.
Playoft: Harrlson 32, Clewson 0.

1887 —ClLASS B
Final: Grd. Repids CC 19, Harrison 7.
Semvi: Hamison 35, Marysvllle 20.
Regional: Harr(son 35, Monroa CC 6.
Playoft: Harrison 29, Allen Park 8.

1986 —CLASS B
Semifinal: Marysville 22, Harrison 8.
Reglon: Harrlson 38, D. Northem 18.
Playoft: Marrison 21, Riverview 14,

1984 — CLASS A

Samifinal; Fordson 9, Harrison 6,
Reglonai: Harrison 17, Seahoim 6.

1982 — CLASS A
Final: Hommlson 17, Fordson 14, 207,
Semifinal: Harrlson 6, Laketand 3.
Reglonat: Harrlson 23, Lohsar 0.
1981 CLASS 8
Flasl: Hamvison 7, Muskegon CC 0.
Semifinal: Hamison 36, Willow Run O.
Regional: Hamrison 23, Marysville 13,
1880 -~ CLASS B8

Semifinal: Okemos 14, Harrison 3.
Region: Hanison 7, Lumen Christl 6.

2976 -~ CLASS A

Final: Midiand Dow 36, Horrlson 27.
Semifinat: Horrlson 21, Lamphera 0.

P
THE LINEUPS

MIDLAND DOW OFFENSE
C: junlor Mike Messmer {5-10, 180)
@: junlor Jim Gay (59, 198}
Q: senior Bred Currle {6-1, 225)
T: senlor Curtis Wright (6-1, 222)
Tz sanlor Jason Smith (6-2, 255}
E: senlor Alen Trip (6-3, 180)
£ senlor John Gay {59, 202)
Q: senlor Mike Johnson {6-1, 175)
U senlor Jason Spieca (6-2, 235)
T: senior Matt Samocki (58, 175)
8: Junlor Andrew Semith (80, 200}
MIDLAND DOW DEFENSE
N: Junilos Clay Lewis (58, 185)
T: Junlor Chris Plott (83, 215)
T: junior Sean Parkhurst (3-11, 170)
£: senlot Doug Church (5-8, 165}
E: senlor Chris Emeott (611, 195)
L: senlor Alan Tripp (6-3, 180}
Lt junlor Andrew Smith {60, 200)
B: senlor Danlel Walker {5-11, 185}
H: Junlor Pl Brabba (62, 175)
.| H:Junlor Jo®t Winner (511, 165)
8: |unior Thomas Sterling (ME, 170)

€1 sanlos Bilon Lewla (61, 250)

Q: junlor Brott Foster {6-1, 205}

@ senlor Matt Steubla (8-2, 195}
: senior Miko Fisher (6-3, 255)

: senlor Chria Gadjov (6-0, 240)

€ Junlor Mike Hood (6-1, 200)

E: Junlor Ricky Bryant {6-1, 155)

;| @ tonlor Jacod Hophlna (6-3, 200}
U: senlor Zack Comwell {510, 180}
T: senior Chels Ghannam (57, 175}
8: senlor Tom Salley (58, 175)
HARRIBON DI

N: Junlor Bryan McGhoo (G-1, 235)
T: senlor Mike Fisher (8-3, 255)

T4 sonjor Brlon Lewls (6-1. 250)

K senlor Matt Struble {8-2, 195)

& Junior Brett Foster (8-1, 205)

L2 senlor Matt Watker (6-2, 200)

Lt junlor Mike Hoed (68-1, 200)

©: sanlor Karoom Smartt (80, 165)
&: senlor Zock Cornwell (5-10, 180)
MH: senlor Jason Shorp (511, 150)
& Junlor Ricky Dryant (81, 155)

Rematch cause to remember ’76 contest

BY DAN O’MEARA
BTAF? WRITIR

The names of the playera com-
peting for the Class A football
championship will be different
than they were two decades ago
when Farmington Harrison and
Midland Dow first met in the Sil-
verdome.

But there is one very impor-
tant constant for the Hawks —
their coaching staff.

Head coach John Horrington
ond nssistants Bob Sutter and
Bob Sallow were there in 1976
and will be again Friday for the
rematch between the same
schools,

Harrison lost the first game
with Dow, 36-27, but the Hawka
have been back to the Dome nine
timens and won seven champi-
onehips. Friday will be their
1ith appearance in the finals.

The Chargers are making
their firat visit to the Dome since
winning their only ch fonshij

@ FOOTBALL

it was all 16-millimetor film. You
had one film of the oppenent,
maybe two.”

In the firat Harrison-Dow
game, Scott Alexander, who later
played at the University of Tole-
de, ran for 169 yards and two
scorea to lead the Chargoers.

* Harrison quarterback Jeff
Thorne completed seven of 13
passes for 185 yards, including a
pair of touchdown tossea to wide,
receiver Brad Bache.

The Hawks also had a pair of
all-state players in tailback Mike
Bowden, who was recruited to
play at Jowa State, and tackle
Bill Blackmer,

*In 1978, they wore running
tho wishbone, which was a fairly
now offense at the time,” Her-
rington said. *We had played
(Plymouth) Salem and had a

21 yeara ago.

His longevity (28 soasons with
the Hawka) hns cnabled Her-
rington to witnesa firsthand the
evolution of the high school
game from the coaching aspect.

“Football has changed a lot
sincoe 1976, he said. *It's much
more complicated. In 1876, [ was
offensive coordinator, the defon-
sive coordinator and the kicking
coordinator,

“I soon realized that wasn't the
way to be successful. That's, too
much for one peraon to do: Bob
Sallow (kicking) and Sutter
(defense) took over the next year.

“And the players are bigger
and stronger. There's more
emphasia on weight training
than there waa in the *70s,

“There's much more film eval-
uation, There was no videotape;

special defe for it. But we
couldn’t stop them, and they
couldn't stop us.

“In the firat quarter, we were
down 20-7. I thought ‘If this
keeps up, they’ll score B0 pointa.’
1 turned to Bob Sutter and said
“This would be a great game if
we didn't have to coach,’ because
it was exciting, up and down the
field.”

The key play in the game was
an option pitch to Alexander,
who lost the handle on the ball
before he could turn the corner.

“The ball hit the ground and
bounced up right to him,” Her-
rington snid. “He revorsed his
field and went the other way for
what proved to be the winning
touchdown.”

MOVING ON UP: The Hawks have
been No. 1 (n Class A all scason and

Grubbers ;.. ...c:

They're certainly one of the
higgest and strongest, averaging
230 pounds between the tackles.

“I haven't scen all tho offen-
aive lines in the state, but I'm
really pleased with this one,”
Sutter said. *It ranks up there as
ane of the top ones. They're intel-
ligent, have good quickness and
work well together.

“We have a unit going now
with five starters that is excep-
tional,”

The Grubbers include Lewis at
center, seniors Matt Struble and
Mike Fisher on the right aide,
junior Brett Foster and senior
Chrie Gadjev on the left.

Junior Mike Hond plays tight
end and is considered part of the
Grubbers since much of his

ibilities include blocki

“He's a glorified Grubber!”
Sutter said, a reference to
Hoad's 14 receptiona and five
touchdown catches, “He gets way
too much publicity.”

Actunlly, the definition of a
Grubber has expanded over
years to include defensive line-
men and linebackers, too.

Four of the above start both
ways, and Gadjev secs his share
of dual action. Include junior
Bryan McGhee and senior Matt
Walker, and you have Harrison’s
front seven on defense.

‘The veterans of the group are
Lewis and Fishor. Both are
threc-year varsity starters —
Lewis at guard his sophomore
year, Fisher three years at right
tackle — and team captains with
genior quarterback Jared Hop-
kil

ns.

“The coaches call me and Mike
the bookends,” Lewia seid. At
260-plus pounds each, they fit
the description. “When we
played JV, he was the right tack-
le and T was the left tackle.

Hawks earn return trip to Dome

BY MARTY BUDNER
BTAFF WRITKR

*We're going to the Domel
Woe're going to the Domel”™

That's what Farmington Har-
rison fana enthusiastically
chanted Saturday following a 21-
7 win over Birmingham Seaholm
in a Class A scmifinal game at
Rocheater High School.

The No. l-ranked Hawka
carned their 11th trip to the
state football finala and will play
for their eighth atate champi-
onrhip Friday at the Pontiac Sil-
verdomo. .

Although Harrison won by two
touchdowns Saturday, tho victo-
ry didn't come casy.

Seahoalm, riding the momen-
tum of ita best season in school
history, gave unb Harri

When the coaches came to our
games they called us the book-
ends and it stuck.”

Lewis is the toam's most vocal
player. He calls out blocking
aasignments and, generslly,
things the way he aeea them.

*“Lewis runs tha whole show up
there,” Sutter aaid. “He mokes
aure everybody is blocking the
right people. On defense, he gets
us in the correct position and,
heck, he's even a part-time offi-
cial out there.

*Ho’s a real stabilizing influ-
cnce on the whole crew, not just
the line but the whole team.”

Fisher ia quietor and more
reserved, the easy-going sort off
the field, but no less a force on
the gridiron.

“(Lewis) just speaks up more; I
kinda lead by example,” Fisher
eaid, “I'll say something if it's
getting out of hand, but Brian is
usually right there,

“I'm a very competitive person
and, when I get out on the field,
1 want to win; when I'm off the
field, I just do my job in achool
and dor't do anything stupid,”

One of the benefits of being a
QGrubber is the opportunity to
play for Sutter, he added.

“He's a great conch and knows
what it takes to win games,”
Fishor said. “He’s a great guy,
fun to be around; he's kinda like
your dad in a way. It's an honor
to play for him and all the coach-
pogs

Foater was a fullback at the
start of his sophomore year but
offered to move to guard and was
a starter by the end of last sea-
son, Struble was effective on the
kickoff team last year, waited
his turn for a starting role and
has played well.

"(Fostar) lacke a little bit of
the savvy of the seniors, but he

n FOOTBALL

did all the acoring in the firat
half. Seaholm controlled tha ball
in the socond half but had noth-
ing to show for it.

*It was like two different
games,” Harrison coach John
Herrington anid, adding the
Hawka dominated the first half.

“In tho second half, they took
the ball and we had a hard time
gotting it back. The only good
thing was we wero ahead and
they were eating up the clock.”

Harrison opened the scoring
with a 67-yard pass from quar-
terback Jared Hopkina to Ricky

now oro nationally ranked.

With Rockford, the No. 1 team in AA,
tosing to Ann Arbor Huron, Harrison
moved Into the USA Todny's natlenal
ronkings this wook.

“Thero's no way you can compara all
tho teams in the natlon, but it's 8 graat
honar for the kids,” Harrington sald.
“it’s nico ta have o natlonal reputation,
but our main goal 7ight now Is to win o
state chompionship.

“tt’s nice to have tho alumnl who live
around tha country plck up tha paper
and see how tha Hawks are doing.”

ROAD WARRIORS: A good thing
sbout Harmrison advancing to the Slivor-
doma and the state final is the assls-
tant coaches can finally see the Hawks
play on game day.

Coaches Jim Weston, Steve Hill, Don
Devine and Matk Judkins, with help from
John Hixan, Jack Menitt and Irv Horwlitz,
have been traveling eround tho stoto
the last throe Soturdays scouting poten-
tlal oppononts while Herrlson was play-
Ing.
‘With no more gomes to play ofter thia
week, they’ll bo In nttendenco Friday.

Al the Horrison conches wero trented
1o a dinner of prime «b on Sunday, the
day they meot Lo prepare plons for tho
upcoming gama,

“Last week was the big Jtelion fcost,”
Herrington soid.

HARRISON STAYISTICS: Chria Ghan-
nom leads tho Hawks in cushing with
1,077 yards and 14 touchdowns on 208
carries, Zack Comwell has rushed 71
times for 469 yards ond 18 touchdowns.

Quarterback Jared Hopkins has com-
pleted 63 percent of his passes {940l
158) for 1,624 yards and 18 touch-
downs with soven Interceptiona.

Ricky Bryant has 38 receptions for
802 yards and clght touchdowns, Mike
Hond 14 for 325 and five touchdowns.

Corawaell has scored 59 points In
1hree playoff games, pushing his scason
totat to 145. Ghannam haa scored 99
and Bryant 66,

Bryant also leads tho team with five
Interceptions. Kareem Smortt has four,
Jason Sharp ond Comwell three apiece.

DEFENSIVE STRUGGLE: Oow edgod
East Lansing (n & semifinal gome Satur-

doesn’t lnck intensity and abili-
ty,” Sutter said. “Struble isn't big
but he's strong and wiry. He and
Foster are real good at pulling
and blocking outside on the pitch
sweeps and trapping inside.”

Tho most improved player, not
just among the Grubbers but the
entire team, ia Gadjev.

*“I've never seen a kid who has
improved this much from his
sophomore year to now,” coach
Jobn Herrington said, adding
Gadjev was overweight and alow.

second quarter on 1-yard runs by
tailback Chris Ghannam and
upback Zack Cornwell,

Harrison’s second scoring
drive covered 49 yards after a
punt, and the clinching TD
resulted from a Seaholm miscus
on the ensuing kickoff,

The Maples failed to field the
ball as it rolled to their 30-yard
line where Karoem Smartt
recovered it for the Hawks, who
needed five plays to score again
and lead 21-0.

Tho Hawks mustered all of
their pointe in the first 18;17
and threatened to make it a

rout.
But Senholm rebounded after
H '8 thi h,

Bryant late in the first quarter.
The ball bouncod off a Sea-

(12-0) its closest game of tho
playoffs and one of its toughest
games of the season.

The Hawks and Maples (10-2)

holm defender, who fell down.
Bryant had to wait for the ball to
come down. There was no cne
between him and tho end zone. *

The Hawks scored twice in the

and
oventually scored when quarter-
back Bill Schuerman rolled left
and kept going for u 26-yard TD,

The Maoples ¢came out with a
vengeance in tho second half. In
the third quarter, Seaholm ran
26 plays to Harrison's five and

day, 7-0.
*We wore able 10 beat them becouse

wo got ona touchdown,” Altimore said.

“Thot's litorally tho answor. Noither
toam, other thon the one touchdown,
got inslde tha oibers 25yard lina,

“It was 8 battle of two very fina
dofonsive teams. It was 6 gamo of bath
teams working hard for fleld position
ond, when we got It, couldn't da any-
thing with it.

“Wa 100k the opening kickoff in tho
socand holf and drove for the touch.
down. {t was thid: : wo broke

heve. If the gomo Js close ot halftimo,
thay think they'ra golng to win. They'vo
been that kinda team el year; they
don't glve up.”

FORMIDABLE FOE: Dow cooch Frank
Altimore has seen the Hawks ploy. Weil,
it wasn't really tho Homison Hawks but
some teams that looked similar,

“Harrison reminds mo a lot of & (Sagi-
naw) Valley {(Conference) team,” Alti-
more sald. “They have speed guya on
tho flank and they can run powar; they
have a vetoran coaching stedf. They'ro a

one (25yard run by Matt Samocki) end
that was the whole game.”

NICE COMEBACK: Tha Chargors
rebounded from a 64 8o8son 10 go 81
(n the regular season this yoor, In all
four tossos, Dow hod a chance to win at
tha end of the game.

“We folt wo had an excellent team
lost yoar,” Altimors sold. “We lost four,
all by a touchdown and oll on the last
drive of the gamo,

“In ono gome, wo ron Into end zone
without the ball; we went for two 8t the
ond of the gome ond dropped two. We
droppec the winning the touchdown on
the last drive; against Seglnaw, wo
caught the ball In tha end zone, and the
official ruled us out of bounds.

*We knew at the end of last yoor our
team could compete with any team (n
1ho state. Wo won our ast throo games
agalnst Flint Northem, Contral and Mid-
Jand — throe pretty good teams.”

SENIOR LEADERSHIP: Considering
both teams have had good leadership
from thelr seniors, it's no surprise Hastt
5on ond Dow have done s well 88 they
have.

“That's the mark of any goad team.”
Altimore aid. “'You have to have good
senlors take charge.

*We were down 27-0 to Filnt Central
ond camo bock to make (@ 27-21. The
Kids folt they wore going to win tho ball-

game,

*They Just had 1o get to holftime to
regroup. They were mad and ready to go
bock out agein, We strung up 21 points
8nd wera drlving for the winning TO end
Flint stopped us.

"Thot's tho kind of attitude they

“Through hard work in the
weight room, he made himself
into an excellent offensive line-
man.”

“He was determined to become
a good player and he has,” Sut-
ter said. “That was a position we
were concerned about, and since
Day One we were no longer con-
cerned because he's done a fine

job!'

Sutter also buys the Grubbers
a Wendy’s Frosty every Monday
if they didn’t allow a sack in the

of the best of the Valley.

“Thelr widaouts ore 0a good as any in
our loegua, and the (nterlor blocks os
well. Thelr DBs cover you, their
linebackera hit you and thels down lino-
man are very aggressive. So we're going
o have our hands full.”

PLAYOFF HISTORY: The Hawke can
equal the record of ¢'ght state champi-
onships held by Detrolt DePorres If they
win Fridoy.

Tha Eagles falled 10 moke the ploy-
offs this year, allowing Harrison the
chance ta galn ground, DePorras, Hortl-
son and Bea) City have qualifled for

two In Class CC, four In C and two In D.
Hastison (8 7-for-10 with threa Class A
champlonships {1982, 1893-94), one in
B8 (1991} and threo in B (1081, 1983
89).

Tho Howks were undefeated In the
teguior saason and through the playoffs
In 1982, 1988, 1989 and 1991, They
were 12-0 In 1982, 13-0 the other
yonrs.

Dow has quallfied for the playolfs
theee times. Bosldes winning (he Class
A title (n 1976, the Chargers lost to
oventual 1688 state champlon Traverse
City In the first round, 14-0.

The Chargers woro the No. 3 seed in
Reglon 3 this year. Dow defestod No. 2
Saginow and then No, 1 Flushing.

White Harrison waes ranked No, 1 atl
senson In Class A, Dow wasn't on
unknown. Tho Chargers wore No. 3 unll
losing to Flint Central In the fourth week
of the season ond finished at No. 10. In
& preseason poll of all teams stotowide,
Horrison was No. 4, Dow No. 10.

BTAY? PROTO RY BRTAN MITCTIELL

In the line of duty: Harrison offensive linemen Matt Struble (78), Brian Lewis (50)
and Brett Foster (55) provide pass protection for Jared Hopkins against Edsel Ford.

provious game.

They carned the treat through
the first seven games of the reg-
ular senson but have given up
some sacks in the ployoffs.

The Grubbers get one more
chance Friday in the state cham-
pionship game, but they'll settle
for a win instend of o Frosty.

*The satisfaction at the end of
the day is what's on the score-
board, not if your name or pic-
ture ia in the paper,” Letvis said.

Spoken like a true Grubber.

by defeating Maples

had the ball for 10 of 12 minutes.

However, it coulda’t dent a
Harrison defense that allowed
morc than onec touchdown in
only three of its 12 gamea.

Secaholm’s opening drive of the
third quarter, which lasted more
than six minutes and included
16 plays, ended when Smartt
intercepted a pass in the Harri-
son end zone.

Smartt made three big plays,
also tackling Gabe Hemmingway
on fourth-and-2 at the i

credit to thoir defense; they stiff-
ened when they had to down in
the red zone.”

Harrison did like Seaholm
when it got the ball with 9:28
remaining and held it for the
duration of the game, running
the ball on 16 of 17 plays.

Ghannam was the workhorso
for the Hawkas, who finished with
286 total yards in tying their
lowest point total of the season.
He carried 31 times for 146

ards. Hopki

.15 in the third quarter. The
Maplos were unsuccessful on
fourth-and-12 at the Harrison 17
in the fourth, too.

“I'm renlly proud of how we
played them tough nll the way to
the end,” Seaholm coach Doug
Fraser said. “It would havo been
casy to give up against that
team.

“We moved the ball well the
last drive of the first half and
most of the second half. But give

.

¥ N d four of
eight passes 86 yards.

Seaholm had 221 yards. Asa
Sherwood finishod with 126
yards on 28 carries. Schuerman
completed four of 17 passes for
46 yards with two interceptiona.

“I didn’t think we contained
(Sherwood), but he didn't have
any long runs,” Herrington said.
“Their passing game waa off n
littte, and we could load up on
the run.”



