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Bluesman creates unique sound a

BY CHRISTINA FuOCO
BTAF¥ WRITER

On his debut CD “Trashy Love
Songs," blucsman Pete “Big Dog”
Fetters warns listencrs of the

- impending trouble,

“This product may cnuse
heppy feet. Do not listen while
wearing swim fins or other
restrictive foot gear,” the Livonia
resident writes,

There should be a warning of
another kind on “Trashy Love
Songs” and his recent release “Be
u Big Dog.” Listencrs who
haven't secn Fetters perform live
are in for a surprise.

Fetters is a one-man band.

‘The guitar, vocals, harmonica,
congas, shakers — Fetters docs it
all. He fills out the bottom cnd of
the music by tapping his foot on
4 piece of wood that has a micro-
phone mounted to it.

“People get up and dance,” Fet-*

tera said of his live ahow.
“There’s more of a beat to it than
people would think. I fill up a
room with music. 1 used to be a
trio but it sounds just as full to
the people who are listening.”

He's also a one-man organiza-
tion. Fettets writes and performs
the music, and takes care of all
of the business.

“I spend a lot of time being my
own booking agent,” he said with
a laugh,

An East Lansing native, Fet-
ters graduated from Michigan
State University in 1980 with
the hopes of becoming a profes-
sional musician. Svon afterward
he formed a four-picce country
band.

“That's when the 'Urban Cow-
boy’ craze was going on.”

Three years ofter graduasting
from MSU he went to Nashville
to record an.album and modo a
logical decision about his imme-
diate future.

“I said, ‘Now thot we're big
time, what do we do? We go out
on the road.’ We did the travel
thing for six months barely mak-
ing enough money.”

Songwriting was where the
money was so Fetters moved to
Nashville to concentrate on his
career,

It was there that he was intro-
duced to the blues.

“There was all kinds of atuff
going on. There was a blues
scene with some great players,”
said Fetters who also worked as
a swimming coach for a local
university.

In 1984, when his sengwriting
“was not going anywhere” he
decided to “get out of music™ and
carned his master's degree at
Michigan State University. For
aix years following, Fetters
worked as the head swimming

coach at Vanderbilt Univernity.
In the fall of 1894, he moved
back to Michigon to be near his
daughters.

Since then, Fetters has
reloased two CDs. His latest
offort, the 11-song “Be a Big
Dog” recorded at the Boneyard
Studio in Warren, kicks off with
the rollicking “Big Bottom
Woman.” In the song, which
tokes place in a Mexican jail,
Fettera sings “I've got a big-bot-
tomed woman in my mind
tonight. She can move thoet thing
and make the whole world
bright.”

Ho keeps his scnse of humor in
check with the Hawaiian-fla-
vored “Hula Dancer” (“the way
you move can make a man-go
blind™), and his trademark song
“Be a Big Dog” where Fotters
growls betwcen the chorus
(“Remember these four little
words and they'll take care of
you™),

Fetters moves on to more sen-
timental topics with “Decper
Into the Stars” which closcs with
the sounds of windchimes blow-
ing in the mind, and “Casecy’s
Song,” an ode to his daughter.

His CDs are only available a
his shows.  * .

Ironically, now that Fetters is
back in the Detroit area, he's
oble to make a living off of his

mugic.

“I can make ends meet finan-
cially. I spend a lot of time focus-
ing on my writing and teaching
myself the slide guitar”

Fotters recently pltayed his
biggest gig, opening for Leen
‘Russell at the Mngic Bag in Fer-
ndale.

“It was n really great andience.
The place was packed. They
opened the doors at 8 and at 8:25
you couldn't find a place to stand
up in there. I did a 45-minute set
and sbout 95 percent of it was
stuff on my CD and it went over
really well. I sold a bunch of
CDa"

The key to his success, Fetters
snid, is being unigue.

“It's really important not only
to have a unique sound but to do
something that's unusual that
they'll remember;” he said.

Pete Fetters performs at 9 p.m.
Saturday, Nov. 29, and every Fri-
day ond Saturday in December
at Bakers, 2055 S. Milford Road,
Milford. The free shows are open
to all ages. Call (248) 685-0505
for more information. He also
plays at 9 p.m. Thursdays in
December at Telly'’s, 20795 Mack
Ave., Grossc Pointe Woods. The
free shows are open to those 21
and older. For more information,
call (313) 881-3985.

11 by himself

New release: Pete “Big Dog” Fetters of Livonia recently

-released his second CD “Trashy Love Songs” on Two

Sisters Records. Fetters was nominated for Best New
Acoustic Act for the 1997 Detroit Music Awards.

Hard-working people stage Thanksgiving parade |

It makes your
day to talk with
people who love
what they do. It
shaws in their
waork, too, A cer-
tain joy sceps
into the finished
product, and
you're left just
feeling good.

BACKSTAGE
PASS

I've just spent
some time with
n group of peo-
ple who love their work. They
put together America's Thanka-
giving Day Parade today, on
cnormous cvent in its 71at year
- 2.2 miles of parade along
Woodward Avenue and still
Michigan's largest free public
event. And, in the worda of the
Parnde Compoeny's executive
director Suzie Gross, “We've
revved up”

Another thing about the peo-
ple who love what they do? Fol-
low the boton as it's passed
nround. Suzie Grosa: “We have
four full-time artists who are
master sculptors and craftsmen,
plus hundreds of volunteers to
paint, glitter, mache, work with
fabric and sculpt. The windows
of my office overlook the parade
studio, and there must be 300
people in the studio. We have an
award-winning art director,
Jimmy Thompson, renowned
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nationally for his designe and his -

1 and creative

s fun.”

To art director Jimmy Thomp-
son: “Ralph Skinner, out assis-
tant art dircctor, is one of the
best sculptors I've ever met, and
preat painter, too, and Don
Watts, aur technical director,
who does everything from build-
ing chassis to building anima-
tion, We're all on the same page.
And the veteran volunteers
understand the direction we're
poing, t00.”

To technicu] director Don
Watts: “It's a pretty big effort
between a lot of different people.
1 keep a pretty Jow profile. My
goal is to make the animation
work underneath their art work.
If my nnimation distracts from
the art in any way, thot's not
good, My intent is to muoke the
art work come to life by adding
the movement. And I have great
people backing me up.”

Sense a pattern? Suzie credita
Jim. Jim credits Don. They credit
the volunicers. No wonder the
parade's so fun to watch!

Jimmy expluined the parade
process lasts all year. “In Jon-
uary I atate illustrating for next
year.” Literally hundreds of arti-
sans and volunteers nore
involved, "We have carpentry,
mechanical, people whe are engi-
neers who assiat us in practical
matters when putting things
together, production lino folka,
people who work on surfaces and
coatings, painters, flibricAltqra,
fabrics people with sewing skills
—like if we nced an overaized
bedspread pleated in a certain
way thot had to be weighted to

fall just right, they can do it. You
get to do as meny different types

of art s you can imagine. Paint-
ing, sculpting, sceing how things
arc going to move left to right,
and the whole live performance
aspect. There are people who dis-
cover themselves as artists by
pushing themselves a little fur-
ther”

Talking to Don, it sounds like
he may be one of thase people.
“My previous mechanical back-
ground was working on trucks,
and I couldn’t express myself, 1
only did repairs. But now Jimmy
Thompson and T talk about how
to make clearances lower so the
artwork doesn't sit on high, or so
we can put more on the chassis,
Even though nobody really sees
that, if it enhances the art we've
done well.”

They all get a thrill our of
parade day.
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Jimmy says, “The payofT is the
teamwork involved. There's
nathing like seeing so many peo-
ple on the same poge.
And to sec it go down Woodward,
seeing people enjoy the parade
even if they don’t know how
much work goes into it. And then
there are the people who pitched
in who are able to point their
stuff out to people, ‘hey I did this
part, that's my picce! So it really
is a parade for everybody.”

Suzic says she watches chil-
dren’ on poarade day. “The best
port are the looks that you see
on the kids' faces ns you walk
the route. When you loak at the
parade, it takes you on a magical
journey. It takes so many people
1o put together, but it touches
everyone individually. That's
why we work these 18- and 20-
hour days. These are not only
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flonts and halloons, thene are
enduring memarics that will Jast
a lifetime. It's rcally n moving
exhibition, a muscum on wheels.
It’s not only a story book, but it’s
a history book, too.”

Don concurs. “I persenally do
love it. I get a thrill out of the
excitement of doing the parade.”
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Then he whets our appetite with
this: “Wait "til next year, ‘causce
we nlrendy have ideas!”™

Backstage Pass will be pre-
empted tonight (and for the Win-
terfest Pledge Drive — we return
Dec. 18), so for Detroit Public
Television: Happy Thanksgiving.
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