" Calling attentlon: Red rib-
“bons like this call atten-
tion to MADD'’s driving-
drunk campaign.

. Helping out: Savanna Garrett, 7, of Milford, ties on the
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Red ribbons sénd message to drivers

BY PAT MURPHY
STAFY WRITER

The message was cleor,

Drunk driving causes death
and destruction, and the Oak-
land County Chapter of MADD
(Mothers  Against Drunk
Drivers) can make a difference.

MADD lounched its 12th
Annual “Tie One on for Safety-
Red Ribbon Campaign” Tuesday
at the Oakland County Cormmis-
aioners’ Auditorium by urging
motorists to join the campaign to
end drunk driving.

“Drunk driving is a violent
crime,” said television personali-
ty Huel Perkins, this year's hon-
orary compaign chair. It's & vio-
lent crime that killa and maims
thousonds of people and causes
$45 billion in damages annually,

he said.

But it's alse n violent crime
that can be preventod, or
reduced, by raising public
awarencps, Porkins said. By dis-
playing the MADD red ribbon,
he continued, “wo can make peo-
ple renlize that gotting bohind
the wheel aftor drinking is not
only wrong, but it's selfish and
stupid.”

MADD and the public nware-
ness it's gencrated have made a
difference, Perkine said. The
number of alcohol related acci-
dents hae gone down by roughly
24 percent over the last nine
yenrs, he said, thanks in great
part to MADD.

Oakland County Prosecutor
David Gorcyca, one of dozens of
county officinls attending the
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first red ribbon to a Milford police car with the help of
Milford Police Chief Wayne Walli.
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November is National
Hospice month.

Take some time to learn
about the magic of
hopsice—promoting

dignicy, family,
comfort and caring
at the end of life.
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kickoff, snid MADD's influence
has been “profound. Every yeer,
people see the red ribbons, and
every yeur more people get the
mossage,” Goreyca  told
reporters,

Several speakers had already
felt the devastation of drunk
drivers. Among them was
Richard St. Cyr. His son, Jeremy
was n week away from graduat.
ing from Troy Athens High
School last May when he was
killed by o drunk driver near
Chicago.

“The driver hod two previous
DUIs (driving under the influ-
ence of alcohol),” said St. Cyr.
“But at his sentencing, he
claimed the accident was his
‘wake up eall’,

“He had his wake-up call, and
he ignored it,” said St. Cyr.

Although Illinois laws are
more rolaxed than Michigan's,
according to St. Cyr, the drunk
driver who killed his son was
sentenced to nine years in
prison — news that was grected
with applause.

St. Cyr said MADD and its
supporters must continue to
pressure the courts and law
enforcement agencies for high
penalties. “The fear of getting
caught” must be strong enough
to act as a deterrent.”

To curb drunk driving, said St.
Cyr, motorists must have a fear
of getting caught and the knowl-
edge that once caught, the
penalty will be sure and severe.

Fear of getting caught should
be enough to keep people from
drinking ond driving in the first
ploce, St. Cyr said.

It's theropeutic for the family
to speak out against drunk
drivers, said Debbie St. Cyr, the
mother of Jeremy. The gricf of
losing a loved one will never
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Join us this Sunday as we celebrate the original Thanksgiving supper.

s

It wasn't celebrated back then, but something tells us that Jesus would have
liked Thanksgiving. The turkey part may be new, but the idea of surrounding
yourself with loved ones and giving thanks isn't.

Enjoy a thanks giving in a new way.

The 100 Presbyterian Congregatlons In
Southeast Michigan and the Presbytery of Detroit.
For the church ncarest you, phone (313) 345-6550

Or reach us at our WEB Site,
hitp//www.wwict.con/~detpres

Listening through tears: Debbie St. Cyr of Troy deals

with the loss of her son to an alcohol-related accident
while listening to her husband speak at the MADD
kickofft :
Koplan, o West Bloomfield resi-
dent whose child was killed by &
drunk driver, N

completely go away, she said,
but she and her family can more
readily cope with grief knowing
they arc helping to nlert people
about drunk driving.

People who want to help
MADD can support the organiza-
tion by buying tickets as part of
the nnnuai fund raiser, said Rita
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MUSEUM® SAPPHIRE
A futuristic |nterpeetation of
a legendary design. The flal,

scratch-resistant sapphire

Raffle tickets — nt $25 cach —
are available through the MADD
office at (248) 623-6233. The first
place prize is use of o Jeep
Grand Cherokee for two years,

crystal bes flush on the case.
Riving the gold dot 3 mysteri-
ous Mloating quality. Ceafted
of black finish solid stainless
steel. Swiss quanz peecise.
Water resistant 1o 99 feet.
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528 N. Old Woodward, Birmingham, MI
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November 23-30
Cobo Center

Beautiful Holiday Trees ® Wreaths ® Gingerbread Village
Festive Gift Shop ® Santaland for the Kids @ Daily Entertainment
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Admission
Aduilts $6, Seniors $4 (60+), Children $2 (12 and under),
Chibdren under 2 are feee
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Special Events
Gala Preview Paety Saturday, November 22
Teddy Bear Ten + Sunday, Noventher 23
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Tickets avnidae st Cobui Ceneer, Engduh Gundens and Mewer
For Information call: 313.966. TREE

$1.00 OFF ONE FULL PRICE ADULT ADMISSION WITH THIS AD
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