The Observer & Eccentriel/ SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 30, 1997

Mile Nov. 26.

comfort.

about.” -

ceremony.

opened this year.

City lights
illuminate
season’s

sparkie

Event flips switch |
on festive tradition |

L ights, cameras and . . . ackoo. Sa, there was
a damp chill in the air during the city of
Farmington Hills annunl Haliday Lights Cere-
mony outaide city hall on Orchard Lake and 11

That's nothing new. Besides, warm wishes,
heart-filled Bongs and Sonta’s red fleece and
long white beard more than provided cuddle

After children and Mayor Aldo Vagnozzi
switched on the lights for this saason’s city hall
illuminntion, cveryone was able to retreat inside
new Fire Station No. b for refreshments.

Farmington Hills Community Chorus led
everyone in song while Santa later took gift
wish notes from a gaggle of kids. Mayor
Vognozzi put the fifth annual event inte per-
spective during his traditional holiday greeting.

“We have been blessed to Jive in a wonderful
community with its wonderful people,” Vognozzi
said. “We are doubly blessed to have so many
children taking part in this ceremony as we
begin a period when we pay attention to and
apprecinte our familics and friends.

“Toys and gifts are on important part of our
celebration but let us remember that love,
{ricndship, compassion, concern for others nnd
working for peace is what this scason is all

Vagnozzi was joined by his council colleogues
and other city staff during the holiday lighting

‘The event, which is put together by the Spe-
cial Services Department, took place near the
new fire hendquartera building that officially

§ Light holp:
Mayor Aldo
Vagnozzi
receives some
help flipping
the switch on
holiday
lights outside
Farmington
Hills City
Hall Nov. 25.

gets pay hike

BY Tim 8urmi
STAVF WRITER

For the first time, adult education teachers in the
Farmington Public Schoo! District will get paid to
better prepare for their clesses.

According to tho terms of a onc-year agreement
approved by the school board, 27 adult education

teachers will receive a 2 percent salary incremse, |

leave days, health inaurance and classroom prepa-
ration time, which amounts to one hour for every 7
1/2 hours of teaching time.

Susan Zurvalec, the district’s assistant superin-
tendent for staff and community services, said the
full-time aduit cducation teachers will earn an
hourly wage ranging from $16.23-t0-$19.70.

Aloo receiving a 2 percent wage increase are adult
cducation teaching pides, child care providers and
office clerks, who make less than clasarcom teach.
ers. They will not receive the other benefits, howev-
or.

Zurvalec said the agreemont was noteworthy
because it marked “tho first timo” the district met
directly with representatives for the adult education
wtaff (who are non-union employeea) to discuss com-
pensation.

Talks for the department were previously handled
through a consortium, coordinated by Huron Valiey
Schools.

Farmington locked at what other districts arc
doing in terms of paying teachers for prop time, Zur-
valec said.

“They requested, and rightly so, some compensa-
tion to allaw them time to prepare on & daily basis
and be paid for that,” she said.

Up to now, the teachers have had to do their prep
work at home, off-the-clock.

Other terms of the adult education teachers’
agreement inctude the following:
® Leave doys to cover personal illness, personal

i and k ding to tho following
formula: 2 work dnys per week = 2 days per year; 3
wark days per week = 3 days per year; 4 work days
per week = 4 doys per year; and b work days per
week = & days per year.

& Heolth insurance: Teachers who work 18 hours
or more per week are cligible for a subsidy of
$176.19 per month, or an annual cash option of
$500.

Adult cducation clasees, under the direction of
Terry Klenczar, are bosed out of the Farmington
C ity Schoo! and Farmington Training Cen-

RTATY P150708 BY BRYAN MITCHILL
Ho Ho hold: Five-year-old Connor Stec of Farmington Hills had lots of hugs for
Santa while giving his list to Kris Kringle at Fire Station No. 5.~

Detroit man charged in pair
of Shell gas station hold-ups

BY LARRY O'CONNOR
STAFF WRITER

A Detroit man, 37, has been
charged in two recent Farming-
tan Hills gas station robberies.

The man was arraigned on one
count each of armed robbery and
unarmed robbery in connection
with two hold-ups at Shell sta-
tions Nov. 16 and Nov. 19,

A robber made off with $300
cash after placing an attendant
in o headlock at the Shell on 12
Mile and Middlebelt Nov. 16.
The same man is believed to
have stolen $200 cash after
pulling a knife on a clerk at a
station on 12 Mile and Orchard
Lake Nov. 19,

Judge Marln Parker set bail at

$50,000 cash surety at the man's
arraignment in 47th District
Court Nov. 26. Preliminary
examination is 8:30 a.m. Mon-
day.

Farmington Rills police arrest-
ed the man in the 11 Mile and
Middlebelt aren. Police had him
under surveillance in Detroit
after witnesses provided a
license plate number and a
deacription of the vehicle
involved in the rebberics.

ere is nlways the question,
‘Do you watch until another act
is committed? Or, do you take
him down as soon as you can?™
soid Sgt. Tim Swanson, Farm-
ington Hills police. “Our afficers
decided to errest him as soon a8
they could beeause we didn't

want to risk anyone getting
hurt.”

The description of the robber's
vehicle waa a key to solving the
case, Swanson said, Witnesses
said the thief fled in a burgundy
colored General Motors-type car
with plastic across the back win-

ow.,

With a plate number, police
traced the owner to a Detroit
address and waited to get a
description of the driver.

The man charged is belicved to
be involved in a similar robbery
in Qak Park.

If he is convicted, armed rob-
bery carries up to life in prison
while an unarmed count carries
up to 15 years in jail.

Hills police commander’s son
remains in serious condition

BY MATT JACHMAN
STAFY WRITER

Palice continue to investigate
the school bus-minivan accident
that sovercly injured a Steven-
son High School sophomore
Tuesday morning.

Mark Nebus, 16, remained in
serioua condition Friday at the
University of Michigan Medical
Center in Ann Arbaor, a hospital
spokeswoman said Fridey. He
auffered intcrnal injurica when
the minivan in which he was rid-
ing collided with a Livenia Pub-
lic Schoola bus at the intersec-
tion of Six Mile and Wayna
Road.

With more witnesses coming

forward in the days since the
crash, police had two more to
interview as of Friday, said Sgt.
Wes McKee, suporvisor of the
Livonia Polico Department's
traffic bureau.

The bureau should be able to
wrap up its inveatigation this
weok, McKee said.

The accident took place shartly
after 7 a.m. in wet rood condi-
tions. The driver of the eaat-
bound miniven, Mike Nebus, a
Stevenson junior and Mark’s
brothor, waa turning left onto
Wayne when the minivan collid-
cd with the wostbound bus,
which had only the driver
aboord.

Mark Nebus, in the front pas-

senger seat, and a backseat pns-
senger, Stevenson junior Curt
Plankuch, were taken to St.
Mary Hoapital in Livonia, Mark
was Inter airlifted to Ann Arbor,
while Curt was treated and
released.

Mike Ncbus and the fomale
bus driver were not injured.

Tho teons were reportedly on
their way to pickup another
Stevenson student befare head-
ing to school when the accident

occurred,

Mark and Mike Nebua are the
sons of Commander Charles
Nobus of the Farmington Hilla
Police Department. The Nebus
family lives in Livenia.

AGENDAS

Farmington City Council
City Hall, 474-5500
8 p.m. Monday, Dec. 1

Agenda items include:

B Preaentation of Duwmnwr')
Development Authority draft for
10-yoar improvement plan.

® Requost for fence variance,
Our Lady of Sorrows Church.

@ City monager's rupert on
Public Safuty Department reno-
vation analysis.

® City mannger's roport on
1498 County Tri-Party Program.

W Consideration to renew

Director Ronald Holland,
National Football Foundati

membership in Mich unic-
ipal League.
W Appointiment to Beautifica-
tion Commisaion,
Farmington School Board
Schulman Building,
489-3300

7:30 p.m., Tuesday, Doc. 2

Agenda items include;

Al Recognize William Grace
Elementary School Principal
Katy Hill, recipient of MEMSPA
Lendership Award; Athletic

and College Hall of Fame Michi-
gan Chapter; Farmi: High

ter.
Zurvalec said the department has rebounded from
state budget cuts in 1995. Classes are well-attended.
“We're managing to continue a very strong pro-
gram,” she said. "
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A Jacobson's exclusive.

Qur signature biack patent
tote will carry you through -
the busiest day. $15.
Cosmetics

School as n Michigan Exemplary
School.

@ Review of 1998-89 budget
parametors and timelines,

W& Superintendent’s report:
Participation in Oakland Schoala
Substitute Employee Manage-
ment Systom; Mission 2007
study report, clementary school
restructuring.

Blmingham
(248) 844-0900

tvonla

Comptimantary Oilt Box Wrap

acobsonst

(313) 691-7698

Rochostor
(248) 851-8000

charge or purchase a gift certificate for $100

o more and recslve your specisl gift,




