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Beechview program, class help pupils celebrate herltage

BY TIM SMITH
STAFF WRITER

At the beginning of the school
yeur, 10 foreign students with
zero English skills attended
their first session of the Multi-
age/Multi-cultural Classroom, a
pilot progrum at Beechview Ele.
mentary School in Farmington
Hills,

Three months later, they
wrote and rend stories - in
English - nbout their homelands
and journeys to the United

States, durm;, the recent “Her-
ituge Celebration™ in the school
gymnumum The celebration
wasn't just put on by the new-
comers.

Also m\mclpuung were 22 Ao-
colled “mainstream” students,
who voluntarily joined the pro-
gram, snid Michele Meyery. She
teaches the clasy of fourth. and
fifth-graders along with lan-
guage instructor Fay Kinaya for
the entire year, while students
learn enough English to join reg-
ular classes next year.

One of the newcomers, Noar
Abood of Irng, read her story to
district administrator Don
Cowan during the program.
Although she spoke in broken
English, he was quite |mprosﬂcd

“She did quite well,” Cowan
said. “Assuming she didn't have
any English skills before she got
here, thnt a quite an accomplish-
ment."

Cowan called the celebration a
“clear example” of the diversity
in Farmington Public Schaols.
“It was very warming to see ...

The pride and joy they had in
showing off their work. It just
Jjumped out at you.”

Acrording to Meyers, the new-
comers — who attend Beechview
from other parts of the district —

didn't just write nbout their first -

impressions of America, They
also brought in music, {ood and
other artifacts that represented
the cultures left behind.

“And the mainstream kids did
the aome thing,” Meyers said.
“They talked about their whole

heritage os far back os they

could go.”

The Beechview gymnasium
was lined with tables and
booths, with students displaying
their montages and family trees
about countries such ns Ruswia,
Japan and Albania.

Even the “mainstream” stu-
dents who have lived here for
years were excited to ttudy their
family roots and share what they
learned during the “Heritage
Celebration,” snid parent Nancy
Britten.

In the Multi-age/Multi-cultur-
al Classroom itself, Meyers said
students get the district’s vegu-
lor curriculum in addition to
studying different eultures every
marking period. Mexico and
Japan have olready been stud-
ied; coming up soon are units
about Germuny and the Middle
East,

Cowan said he could not guar-
antee that the pilot program will
become a permanent fixture in
the district. But he sounded opti-
mistic that it would at least be
offered ogoin in 1998-99.

“My guess is we would extend
it,” he said.

Beechview is the only school in
the district currently offering a
multi-age/muliti-cultural pro-
gram.
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: Check Out Our Furs and Holiday Wear :

er the Grand River and through
the Novi woods to Grandmothers
house we go. The horse knows the
way to carry the sleigh...

i Proud presen-
ters: Above,
during the
recent “Her-
itage Celebra-
tion” at
Beechview Ele-
mcntar:y
School, “new-
comer” Noor
Abood reads
story to district
administrator
Don Cowan
about her jour-
ney to Ameri-
ca. At left, stu-
dent Christo-
pher Britten
talks about the
Ukraine with
teacher Dave
Workman.

ishing you and yours
a Happy Holiday Season

)

&P
AE GRAND COURT | | THI
45182 West Rond Novl‘ MI 48377 536550 Grand Hiver, Farmlng10n Hllls, MI 48335
{248) 669-5330 2 (248 476-7478

TR RTINS - RIS, | - R R A o W

ENTIRE STOCK
MEN'S AND WOMEN'S
WINTER FASHIONS
NOW

REDUGED!

{'a , It the season of celebration with family and friends. ~ ©
= For a sensational selection of holiday gifts,
Q ‘make us a part of your traditions. o
: ° Yours Free...on exquisite hond-blown glass omament
: with $200.00 in Lourel Park Place purchases. °
Available at the Just Ask cart while supplies last.
: °
For @ truly memorable shopplng experience, spend a day o the Park.
i OPPing expariance, spanc a coy == __|WEST BLOOMFIELD - LIVONIA |—=
Foaturing Jocobson's, Parision and saventy other fine shops ond sarvicos, . /'M AWEET\MNEDR%A\AU-AB_E NEWBL‘J'?SGKH PLAZT] AL
‘Wost Six Mile 8 Newburgh Roads » Livonia » {313} 462-1100 L %vrw: AYNEVVBUR{‘EﬁN}AD £ st
Extendad holiday hours 181 wEm ULDO(;;;IEID MAag3Z3 WVONA, Mg:;:;:g:g%z l x
SCHASTAK AlL MAJOR CHARGE CARDS DS ACCEPTED  COMPLIMENTARY GIFT BOXES WITH EVERY PURCHASE




