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ing seven neighbor kids come to
“the door selling the same thing.”
“"Enborg added that district offi-
¢thls “have known for several
“¥eara thut fund-raisers are

%
ccoming more popular ... As

they came up in greater num-
“Bérs, we felt we needed some
dnmy

#""Webb cited one particular com-
“plaint for getting Policy 5170 off
“thie ground. She said a parent
‘ompluined last year that in-
school fund-raisers such as the
“Aierican Heart Association’s
“Tump Rope for Heart” raised
MPler pressure to participate to
ar unhealthy level.

*The gist of the pumm com-
plmnz Webb said, = if a stu-
“dent didn't want to purt pute in

“h fund-raiser, that student could
feel peer pressure (from class.
‘matey).”

The compluint wos forwarded
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to attorneys at the Oaktand
Intermediate School District
and, in turn, was moved to legal
counsel for the Michignn Associ-
ation of Schaol Boards, Webb
said.

Subzequently, o legal opinion
was rendered by MASB atterney
Lindn Bruin. Her opinion atated
that the district, by allowing
fund-raising to continue in clnsg-
rooms, was at risk of violating
the First Amendment right for
freedom of assaciation - the
right that allows an individual to
decide yes or no anbout who or
what to associate with,

“And so, our interpretation
was we won't allow thix to go on
during clnss,” Webb said.

During Docember, principals
from ucross the district will con-
vene to brainstorm ways for stu-
dent fund-raising to tuke place
without violating the new policy.

“We don't want fund-raising to

stop,” explained Webb. “Now it's
up to the principals and admin-
istrators to ivon this out and fig-
ure out o legnl way to do it,”

That could mean announce-
ments over the public address
system before the school day
heging or letters mailed to stu-
dents’ homes, to let students
know of fund-raisers in the
works. And students probably
would be allowed to solicit and
collect donations for charities
before and nfter school, between
classes or during lunch,

Students may also participate
in fund-raisers for “achool-spon-
sored activities,” auch as for
school PTAs and bands, for
exumple. But those efforts also
cannot take place during instruc-
tional time and must be pre-
approved by building adminis-
trators.

Although the policy was
deemed necessary from a legal
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perspective, it could wreak havoc
un such worthy couses as “Jump
Rope For Heart,” which now will

-have to be scheduled after school

or on weekenda, instend of dur.
ing the regular schoal day. Even
holiday food and toy drives, such
as those currently being done by
the Goodfellows, are being
impacted.

“It will continue (this yenr's
holiday cffort),” Webb said. “Kids
can bring them in (toys, food
items) if they want. But it’s not
being promoted in the class-
room.”

The policy extends to the col-
lecting of money for school
events, such as musicals, con-
certs and’even the annual senior
prom. Tickets for those kinds of
events ean still be sold, but not
in the classroom during instruc-
tional time.

“For example, the (Farmington
High School) Band Boosters
were raising money for their trip
to England,” Webb soid. “(Band
director Norman) Logan or a
bond parent cen't come in and

those packets could be sent to
them at home.”
The fund-raising policy, one of

cight to receive second readings *

und final adoption on Nov. 18,
also states that door-to-door
sales “are not endorsed,” for
safety reasons.

The othor seven policies are
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revised of existing poli-
cies. Those cover attendance,
reporting student progress, con-
teats and student achicvement
owards, graduntion, philosophy
and objectives of the instruction-
al program, curriculum design
and instructional resources.

Staff aims to keep
routine at new school

BY JENNIFER PLACINTO
STAFF WRITER .

Different, but the same.

That's the message Mcadow-
brook Elementary studenta from
Farmington Hills were told
throughout preparation for the
move to the new school this
week. And, through actions, it's
the same mesasge they’ll contin-
ue to receive with continuity in
teachers, clasacs, recess, lunch
periods and more.

“I just wanted to let you know
cverything’s the same,” principal
Scott Little told students as they
sat in the school gymnasium
Monday morning. “It's just a dif-
ferent building and a lat of new
things.”

The scene was a rerun in a
new location, since studonts
have been welcomed to the
leased Mcadow Lake Elemen-
tory in Birmingham in the same
manner at the beginning of
every school year. Farmington

trict, have been attending Mead-
ow Lake for the past three years
awaiting a permanent site.

“Some children were sad nbout
leaving the old building,” said
Elizabeth Martinez, a achool
counselor. “They had a little bit
of anxiety about being in a new
building.”

But that anxiety was replaced
with excitement Monday as stu-
dents cut the ribbona to their
new classrooms and received a
tour of the school,

“Transitions” curriculum
helped kindergarten through
sixth grade studenta adjust.

“It's a big change and they

were alf very nppmhcnuxvu. said
kindergarten instructor Mclluh
Muzijakovich.

To alleviate their anxiety shp
reassured studenta they would
have the snme teachers and be
keeping tho same routine. She
also involved students in pncll
ing. “It’s nice for them to sce
that ch-nxe doean't have to be
scary,” Muzljakovich said. H

Kindergartners also got thur
awn playground ond the aafets
and convenience of being closur
to home. Before the move, bus
rides averaged 20 to 25 minuted,
but now, some students may
only be on the bus five minutus
to Moadowbrook, on Mnldow-
brook Road, south of 13 Mile .

“I think it's great because it'a’a
lot closer than driving to Birm-
ingham and back every day.”
snid Taylor Green, 10. “It's neat
because you get to try a brand
new school that nobody’s been in
instead of an old school.” :

And the larger school with egl-

h& PVC  olc say, ‘Here, kids, here are packets  Hillg clementary students, livin s
| pRUitra lo:ﬁl‘:ll: Claane s Klll to raise money for the trip.’ But  ip the Wnllcdr{.nkc school diug- orful carpeting and walls, was a

hit just based on it's appearance.

“It's beautiful,” said parvent
Lestic Recder. “It's brighter thnn
I thought.”

“We have a real positive atti-
tude in our school, but this real-
ly brightens it up,” Murtinez
sail

“I like how (the school) has dll'
ferent colors like teal and purple
and it fecls different because the
school’s 80 big,” said 9-year-old
student Eddie Stern,

Nicole Carlini, 8, and Cathy
Cafolla, 11, were looking forward
to the larger gym and perform-
ing on stage. Mendow Lake Ele-
mentary does not have a stage.
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