Search futzle
for a 24-hour
pharmacy

My husband and 1 took our 2-yearold
daughter to the emergency room about
- 1 p.m, on a recent Saturdny night. She
hnd a high fever that we couldn't bring

N JVc left the hospital about three hours
later with a very tired — but less feverish

. ~ 'little girl, and a prescription for an

- antibiotic that we necded to get filled in
«time for her next dose, which was duc at
6 a.m.

-..+ We nsked a nurse if we could get the
« prescription filled ot the hospital phar-
m.u:y She said she wag sorry, but that it

L was closed,

e ——— We asked her if she

. SHOPPING 1, where the near-

‘CENTERED 54 24.hour pharmacy
was. Again, she said she
was sorry, but that she
didn't knaw,

Oh well, we thought.
We're bound to pass one
on the way hame.

But we didn't. Every
drugstore we passed
was closed.

When we got home,
we put Kathryn to bed
and got out the Yellow
. There were many pharmacy list-
, but none of them said whether or
they were open 24 hours, and the
8even or so that we called, were closed.

I decided to get on the Internet, hoping

ut it would epeed up our search. I

+ thought some of the chnin pharmacies in

{ our area might have atore locator guides

+~ and sure enough, they did.

. . But, a3 with the Yellow Pages listings,

none indicated whether or not they were

1. 24-hour stores.

1+ The Rito Add site gave a 1-800 num-

ber to call for more information. I called

and had to go through ita menu sever-
times before a computer voice told me

Jut the phone just rang and rang.
~Nobody answered, and I had no idea
dre that store was or what its outside
Fhone number was ~ the computer voice
ficker said.
'S0 I called the 1-800 number again
:“and went through the menu several
. more times until I finally reached a dif-
. I'urmt extension at that same store.
“Whero are you located,” I desperately
i nskcd the woman who answered the

"&xMxlonndNewburgh sho said.
' *Great," I told her. And then, just to be
afn,lamd "You have a 24-hour pharma-

. but it's not open

‘fq'why not?" I asked, in utter disbelicf.

» 2V Well, our phnrmnzu.st called in sick
qndwcunﬂdn‘tgetnnynnomﬁllm she

"e;ﬁlmned

i h!)

. She told me that tho nearest 24-hour

- pharmacy was on Schaefer in Dearborn.
Bt that's about 40 minutes from my
Hohse and by this time, it was 3:30 a.m.
and T didn't trust myself to make that

W Jhrgdmo bccausa 1 wna so tired.

NG eay, Kathryn'a next dose of

{madicine wus lnu: I don't want this to
,-hippen to any other sick child - or adult,
_ To, that matter. So I decided to compile a
" it of 24-hour pharmacies in Wayno and

B 0. ykinnd counties.

.71 talked to spokespeople und represen-
Xdlives for Kmars, Kroger, Farmor
ljck, Arbor Drugs, F & M, and Mei-
». Jef, and was surprised to learn that

7-nmm of them have a 24-hour pharmacy

3n)Detroit. They do have somo 24-hour
 “relail stores in tho area, but nono of

:“thpm includo a 24-hour pharmacy.

To ruy knowledge, Rito Md is tho only

- “compony that has any all-night pharma-
dm in Detroit. Eleven of its locations are
. Jopen 24-hours-a-day, 365 days a yeor.

- Throoe of those locations aro in thn

:' Okservc r & Ecventric’s coverage nrea:

. » Bloomfleld Hills. Woorlwurl.l at
arc Lako Road, (248) 3387191

,‘J:, Livonia. Six Mile Road at New-
“Burgh, (313) 464-7960.

~-~/& Scuthficld. Greenficld at Nine Mile

;42{8) 657-8360.

T

on:the web: http:/ /obscrver-eccentric.com

T toy draw shoppers to the chekout

The quest for Ernie and Barbie have shop-

pers on the prowl this season, but leading toy
stores assure Santa’s helpers that their retail
shelves are being stocked anew each evening.

Wish lists arc long and supplies often
short, but landing a Sing and Snorc
Ernie, or Talk With Mo Barbic, may
prove worth the search for many toy
shoppers this holidny season.

And if the customers are anything
like the oncs that greeted Lisa Row-
land outside of the Target store in
Rochester last weck, it's safe to say
many are very determined.

"It has just been phenomenal, we
had customers lined up halfway
around this plaza the day after
Thanksgiving;" said Rowland, who is
the stare’s Toy Team Leader. "When we
opened at 7 a.m. they just all ran
towards the toys.”

The infamous "Ernie” doll by Tyco
retails for $29.99 and Targét has been

hard-pressed to keep any of them on
their shelves for more than a fow
hours.

“We don't have any in stock right
now. I wish we did," smiled Rowland.
“But also fortunately for us, the mer-
chandisc has been flowing in protty
stendily and we can re-stock our
shelves overy night."

Star Wars action figures and Hot
Wheels cars remain popular among the
clementary school set but again a
stuffed toy is harboring the top spot on
many Christmas lists. The Real Bubba
Bear by Tyco talka and interacts with
the child. The chatty bear, which is
dresaed in overalls and a big straw hat,
retails for $39.99.

"We had some of the Bubba Bear
come in here today and they just flew
out of here," snid Rowland.

The junior high set are desperate to

find certain gifts under their trees this

Friday night fun: The Pressman Toy Co. has reintroduced Careers,
a 40-year-old board game of fams, fortune and happiness for a
new generation of families. For 2- 6players, ages 8 and up, $9.99

Win or get wet: The ball speeds toward you, so strike your flip-
pers and send it back to your opponent. Score, and your foe is
sprayed with a fine mist of water. Winners must score five points.
From Pressman, $24.99, at Target and Toys R Us.

at Target, Toys R Us and Wal-Mart.

year too. Girla want the "Clueless”
head get which is a hands-free phone
apun from the popular movic of the
same title. It retails for $24.99.

Teen boys want Game.com by Tiger
which costs $69.99. The toy is a hand-
held computer game that can also be
hooked up to a personal computer The
Talk With Me Barbie, and Barbie CD
Rom, are in demand by both adolescent
ond pro-teen girls. They cost $79.89
and $29.99 each at Target, Rowland
said.

Toys R Us spokesperson Michael
Cullen said the retailer is much too
busy this time of year to allow its man-
ngers to give media interviews regard-
ing “hot" toys for 1997. Instead the
retail chain provided a list of some of
the most sought after items: Nintendo
64 and Sony Playstation Systems are
at the top of the Electronics list while

Parker Brothers’ Star Wars Monopoly
and Milton Bradley's Chicken Crogquet
are the preferred games.

Target atores arc experiencing a sim-
ilar demand for games but their
shelves are stocked with more than
just the latest board games.

“I'd sny the basic games, the oldiea
but goodies like Battleship and Clue
are all selling well, too,” Rowland said.

And Mall Madness is still popular
with girls.

Bob It, an action-packed hand-held
verbn) command game, is another
game that's being purchased at a swit
pace by Turgu customers.

"We just price cut that to $16.99 and
it's really selling fast,” said Rowland,

An annual toy study by DURACELL
let kids pick their favorite top 10. The
full list is available by calling 1-800-
Best-Toys.

BUNDAY, DEC. 7

Holiday exhibit open

Through Dec. 31, stroll through Victorian England
recreated in 23 animoted vignettes portraying the
Charles Dickens clessic A Christmas Carol. The 8th
annual holiday exhibit is presented by Hudson's during
regular store hours. Group tours are available to class-
es, clube. There is no charge for admission. Critics are

ing this years offering “the best so far!”

Summit Place Mall.

Elizabeth Lake! Telegraph. Waterford.

(248) 883-6299.
Holidsy Puppet Event
Children’s Theatre of Michignn presents Whose Ear-
muffs are these anyway? at the Pageant Wagon Theater
in the Somerset Collection South rotunda, through Dec.
24 at 2:30, 3:30, 5:30 and 7:30 p.m. Sundnysla and &

p.m. Free.

Santa Claus photos in his three-story castle in Somer-
set North’'s Grand Court, Photo operation runs through
Dec. 24 with option of Polaroid shot $10, or roll of 35mm
film for $16, processed at parent’s convenience, Appoint-
ments with Santa optional. A copy of the book “The Giv-

ing Season,” available for $19 at Ralz Camera with $2
ﬁ'vm each sale to Toys For Tota.
The Somerset Collection.
Big Beaver/Coolidge. Troy.
248) 816-56484.

Village Santa
The local skating rink features children at play nnd

ADDED ATTRACTIONS

Carousol Santa
A 36-foot tall holiday carousel imported from Ger-
many in mall's center court amuses visitors waiting for
Santa. Laser light shows in the food court, Thurs-
doyw/Fridays 6 and 7 p.m. Saturday®/Sundays 1 and 3
p.m. through Dee. 22. The 16-minute show features a
can drive for the Michigan Humane Society.
Wonderland Mall. Plymouth ! Middlebelt. Livonia.
(313) 622-4100.
Santa

photos

“Wishes Can Come True,” theme with giant reindeer
and Santa sleigh, photos ($6.95) through Dec. 24.
Annabelle’s Wish video and plush toy, $16.98, to benefit
Make A Wish Foundation ot Information deak.
Livonia Mall. Seven Mile/Middiebeit.
(248) 476-1160.
Polar Bear

Digitnl image Santa photos through Dec. 24, giant polar
bear decar.

Westland Center. Wayne/Warren. .

1313) 425-5001.

Forest Set
Santa will be in The Crystal Forest along with 136-
life lika animals designed and created by Ann arbor
artist, Ira Imbras-Jansen thmugh Dec. 24, Exploration
and

forest animals with Santa Photos under a
pavilion through Dec. 24,

McadowBrook Village MaIL
Walton/Adama Rochester Hill

(248) 375-9451.

56 Village
Kids can send Santa E-mail messages from a com-
puter station on the upper level, near JC Penney's.
Eyanm visits and photos through Dec. 24. Snow Village
Dept.
Oak«land Mall 14 Mile!John R. 'Dvy
(248) 585-6000.

A scero from A Christmas Czrol at Summit Place Mall.

Suman offers

Twelve Oaks. 12 Mile/Novi,
(248) 3489411,
Snowflake

Santa Claus photos plus an exhibit highlighting the
December holiday traditions around the world.
Tel-Twelve Mall. 12 Mile/ Telegraph. Southfield.

(248) 3534111,
Charilo Brown Chtistmas

Seo the Peanuts Gang in various holiday settings
with an 18-foot high Snoopy doghouse featuring a 36-
foot tree through the roof Santa photos through Dec.
24. Specinl computer-animation/lesson field trips avail-
-able for cdlassrooms.

Lakeside. M-59/Shochnerr. Sterling Heights

(610} 247-4131.

Northstar Journey

Santa Claus gives kids n free coloring/atory book
based on the Boy and the Bear's search for the North-
star throughout the mall, Lettera to Santa at Polestal
Station in Montgomery Wards Court. Trolleys on duty
through Dec. 23 from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. with free boxed
Junches between office buildings and shopping center:

Northland Center. .

Nine Mile/Greenficld. Southficld.

(248) 569-6272.
Treo ighting
100 volunteers have been working all week to deco-
rate for the 68 p.m. trce hnhtmg in Kellogg Park. A
downtown shopping cvent is set for Friday, Dec, 12 from
7-10 p.m. wn.h activities, entertainment and a canned
gooda drive.

Ann Arbor Trail /! Main, Plymouth.

(313) 455-1453,

THURSDAY, DEC. 11

Toys For Tots Broadcast

Jim Harper and The Brenkfast Club from WNIC
Tadio airs their program from the mall 6 to 10 a.m. to
collect new, unwrapped, Toys For Tots in the Lord &
‘Taylor Court, lower level.

Fairlane Town Center.

Michigan!Hubbard, Dearborn,

(313} 693-1870.

Givency's Brigitts Schmitt works with customera 10
am. to4 pm. by appointment at Saka Fifth Avenue.
Somerset South,

BlgBeavcr/degz Troy.
(2480 614-3337.
FRIDAY, DEC. 12
music sories

Carolers and music groups perform Fri through
Dec. 20 from 2-4 p.m. in Lord & Taylor Court. Santa
photos in Fountain Court.

Fuirlane Town Center.

Michigan/Southfield. Dearborn.

{313} 693-1370.
Santa photos in the park

Santa Claus, poses for children photos Fridays, 5-8
gk_Sntuxdny and Sunday noon to 5 p.m. in Kellogg

Main Street. Plymouth,
(313) 453-1540.
Famity finn

Byers Homestead and Country Store open house,
noon to 8 p.m. Stroll through blacksmith shop, farm-
house, candy store and dress shop refreshments at the
farm housa,

213 Commerec Road. Historic Commerce Village.
(248) 363-9795.
Artist visits

Native West welcomea Bruco Cantway, 1988 Indian
Artist of the Year through Doc. 14, to meet shoppers and
sign pioces.

863 Ann Arbor Trail. Plymouth.

(313) 455-8838.

SATURDAY, DEC, 13

Summit Place Holiday
“Is it Christmas Yet?" stories and sing-a-longs with
Children’s Theatre of Michigan, Saturdays and Sun-
dnys through Dec. 21 fmm 4-8 p.m. “Wrens and Rooat-
ers” aro tho strolling carolors,

Summit Place. Elizabeth Lake ! Telegraph.

(248) 682-0123.

Meot Tara Lipinskl at Nicman Marcus, 3:30-4:30
p.m. to promote the DKNY Children’s Collection, Gift

with purchase from tho line.

Somerset Collection South.

concert
The' Morcyaires perform everything from show tuncs
to holiday songm 8:30 p.m. west end of tho mall. Free.
Livonia Mall. Seven Mile/ Middlcbelt,
(248) 476-1160.




