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Internet is becoming a habit |

) r— The lnteat surveys now

FC ostimate that 56 million
American adults use the
Internet. That works out to
almost 27 percent of the
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population 16 and older.
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The survey, from the
Intelliquest Information
Group, says another 16
million are expecting to be
online by this time next
year, [ put a lot of stock in
this survey. Intelliquest
has gpent much of the past
two years carcfuily measur-
mg and tracking online user demographics,
usage patterns ond growth rates and their
- study has n sampling reliability of plus or

minus 1.6 percent. What the company
.found is tat the Internet has become a
' habit in many people’s lives. Fully two

thirds of those 56 million Net users now
have access from home,

"The thouannds of users we have inter-
viewed over the course of this study are
telling us that the medium is becoming
niore mainstream in their lives," says Tom
Fornoff, Intelliqueat's managing director
for Internet Services.

“They're getting online fram more loca-
tions, spending more time online, perform-
.ing n wider variety of nctivities and finding
it to be a highly useful channe! for shop-
ping and buying.”

The survey also shows that the amount of
time spent online is also increasing, from
just under seven hours a week last year to
9.8 hours today.

With so many now online, the number
one need is speed. Speed of access, Modem
apeeds have indeed been mvrcaslng and
% uh billions to be made in profits, !he

g\unm are j
over themselves to repair and expnnd Lhc

Internet infrastructure. But there are some

clllwr exciting Iternet aceess means avail-

able.

Satellite access

I just installed a new DirectPC satellite
yystem from the Hughes Network Systems
group. It consists of a 20-by-36-inch satel-
lite receiving dish mounted an my roof and
hooked directly into the back of my PC,
using nn adnpter card that took all of abaut
two minutcs to install.

I have the DirectDuo system, that also
provides over a hundred satellite-beamed
movie and sporta channels to my TV.

But it's the Internet access that intrigues
me the most. Using their software, I dial
into my regular Internet provider, make
connection nnd then get patched through
the Net to the DirectPC aperations center,
which, in turn, links my computer to a
satellite.

What does that do? It gives me blazingly
fast internct service, nearly 14 times faster
then my normal 28.8 modem connection. In
practical terma, 2 megabyte movie clip
that would normally take me about 9 min-
utes to download with a 28.8 modem takes
about 40 seconds with my DirectPC satel-
lite connection. Besides the vast improve-
‘ment in download speeds, what I notice
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most about this is how fast web pages load,
especially those with lots of graphics

The inatallation costs around $200. Tech-
nicians come to your home, install the dish,
tune it into the satellite (you need a good
clear view of the southwestern sky) and
run the cables to your TV and computer.

But if you want to watch your local TV
stations, you're going to need to buy and
install an outside TV antenna. Depending
on where you live, that can add another
$200 to the bill,

And then there's the access fees,

P Because you still necd to have an account
with an Internet Service Provider to make
your dial-up connection, you'll be spending
around $20 a month for access. Add to that
the $50-a month cost for the DirectDuo con-
nection and you'll be spending around $70
a month for everything.

That sounds steep. Hey...
But when you consider that $50 a month is
what it costs in most places for cable TV
access, the Direct Duo fee ia not that outra-
geous because you're getting the extra TV
programming and the fast Internct access.

The only area where I haven't noticed an
improvement in downloading time is with
e-mail. The DirectPC connection is actually
slower in downloading my e-mail then my
28.8 modem. The help desk at DirectPC
says that shouldn't happen.

But, on my system, it does. And they
haven't been able to help me fix it.

Still, overall, I'm impressed. I use the
Net a lot. I'm always downloading files.
And the satellite link makes my net timo a
lot more effective.

You can spec out your system and learn
more from the Hughes website at
www.direcpe.com {(ICQHII

Cable TV access
‘This is increasingly becoming an attrac-
tive option in many parts of the nation and

PCMike: You can check out Wendland’s Web site at www. pcmxke com.

the Metro Detroit aroa as cable
companies make very high speed internet
access available over the snme coaxial eable
that brings television programs into your
house. Cable television Internot access typ-
ically costs about $49.956 a month, Right
now, Cable TV speeds receive at very fast
rates, even beyond that of a T1. But they
send at slower speeds, about that of o 56
khpn modem Check out www.comcast.com

SPRING from page C1

serving Livingaton, Monroo and
Washtenaw counties.

The GREATER SPRING buy
delivors a circulation of 673,000.

“We recently conducted a
group of studies through Pulse
Resoarch,” aaid Joff Demoras,
advertising director of C and G.
*“The research showa clearly that
C and G publications are the
best read community newspa-
pers in Macomb County.”

“We expoect to continue
unchanged our longstanding tra-
dition of excollent one-represon-
tative, one-order, one-bill, cost-
effective service to our accounts,”
according to Mike Wilcox, presi-
dent of Michigan Community
Newspapera,

“There may be other markets
just starting up that claim to
serve the entire metropolitan
Detroit suburban markot,” said
Richard D. Aginian, prcmdcnt of
HomeTown Communications
Network, of Livonia, the corpo-

u “Wo expact to contin-
ue unchanged our long-
standing tradition of
excellont ono-fepresen-
tative, one-order, one-
blll, cost-effective sor-
vice to our accounts.”

Mike Wilcox
President, Michigan
Community Newspapers

rate owner of tho Observer &
Eccentric Newspapers, another
original SPRING founder.

“But no other network can
offers coverage of all Macomb
County, the best portions of
Oakland County and all of sub-
urban Wayne County, SPRING
covera the entire Detroit saubur-
ban marketplace.”

For further informdtion, call
Fred Manuel, (313) 246-0887.
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that is steep.

lines.

modem.

cnble TV access.

Fast phone line access

There are two telephone services that
provide fast Internet access.

The least costly is through a high-quality
telephone line called an ISDN line, for Inte-
grated Services Digital Ne An ISDN
line is about four times as as fast as a 28.8
modem. The phone company typically
charges about $50 a month for one of these

Then there's another telephone line
called ADSL, for Asymmetric Digital
ecriber Line. These will run around $100 o
month, on top of a pretty hefty $500 instal-
lation fee. ADSL connections operate at
speeds from 10 to 60 times faster than an
ISDN, or 200 times as fast as a 28.8

There is 80 much on the Net about both
ASDL and ISN that any good search engine
like Alta Vista (www.altavista.digital.com)
or Yahoo {(www.ynhoo.com) will give you
tons of detailed information.

Mike Wendland covers the Internet for
NBC-TV Newschannel stations across the
country and can be scen locally on WDIV-
TV4, Detroit. His "PC Talk" radio show airs
Saturday afternoons on WXYT-Radio
AM1I270 and he is the author of a series of
Internct books (call 888-222-1866). You can
reach him through hia Website at
hetp: 1 lwww.pemike.com
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ITT Automotive in Auburn Hills.

John Todd of
Farmington Hills,
was named noise
vibration and

harshness syastem

product engincers working on

all Rieter Automotive products,
He will monitor design
progress, part and system
design review and customer
and manufacturing plant sup-
port He prcvmuuly wnrkcd at
UT A e in Dy

spe-
cialist at Ricter
Automotive
North America in
Todd Farmington
Hills. He will serve as the pri-
mary NVH contact for Rieter at
Genernl Motora and Chrysler

Corp. and will be directly
renpanslble gor npplyang R:ewr

Sub-

d these

CLASSIFIE ADS

meet performunce llhjﬂﬂhve! for
these customers. Previously, he
was manager of NVH manager
at Collins and Aikman in Bloom-
field Hills,

Jerry Toomey of Royal Oak
has been named senior copy
writer at the Detroit office of
Bozell Worldwide in Southfield.
He will help develop advertising
and marketing tools for the
agency’s non-automotive
accounta. He previously worked
at W.B. Dener.

David Vagasky
of Macomb Town-
ship has been
named director of
product engineer-
ing at Rieter
Automotive
North America in
Farmington Hills.
He will oversee
the activities of

Lawrence Wert
has been named
aenior vice presi-
dent of regional
operations for
Chancellor
Media's Detroit
and Chicago sta-
tiona. The com-
Wert pany owns radio
stutmns WKQI WNIC, WILB,
MXD, WWWW, WDFN and
WYUR in Detroit. He was pre-
viously general manager of
WKQI when he was with Ever-
grecn Media.

Jan Leon
Woznick of
Bloomfield Hilla
has been
appointed a
managing part-
ner in charge of
strategic plan-
ning efforts at
Woznlck Bozell World-
wide in Southficld. He will be
in charge of nll planning
efforts for the Chrysler/Ply-
mouth/Eagle Division
accounts. He directs planning
and research efforts and pro-
vides strategic guidance and
counsel.
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