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“Toy Story” retold

Over a five year period, Kenna
spent his Sunday mornings in
the kindergarten clagsroom at
the Waldorf schoo! in San Fran.
ciseo where his daughter attend-
ed, It'd take a few houry, he vaid,
before the “calm would settle in”
and he would begin to point his
cameri — and listen.

Then, aa if playing in o secene
from the movie “Toy Story,”
Kenna would wait until the toys
came alive, Many of the wooden
and woven teaching props, dolls
and games huve been part of the
Waldarf cliussroom for more than
30 years.

Monique, by the way, is the
Waldorl kinderguarten teacher,
who, suid Kenna, tukes precious
vare in arrangiog her classroom
to cultivate the children's sense
of wunder und respect.

In some ways, the choice of
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objects in the kindergorten class-
room offers a microcosmic view
of the principles lying behind the
photographer’y “selective vision™
thut has placed dim in the upper
echelon of contemporary fine art
photegraphy.

Like the Waldorf system of
educntion, Kennu's two decades
of work reflects a reverence and
awe for the humbler side of life.
Even in his  billowing
smokestacks of the Rouge Plant
erics, there's a sense that man-
ufacturing cfficicncy is faccless
and destitute compared to
humanistic values,

“I don't find the work in
(Monique’s Kindergarten) to be
sa different from my other work,”
said Kennn from his home necar
the seasido Golden Gate Park in
San Francisco,

“It's all nbout capturing the
atmosphere once human beinga

go away,” ho snid. “My work gon-
crally is about tho conflict
between natural elements and
what humans leave behind.”

Unlike most of his other work,,
howover, “Moniquea's Kindor-
garten” resounds more en a per-
sonal level, Either as a student
or parent, the imagea of a child's
first formal classroom aro likely
to inspire a flood of memories,
especially images of keys, mar-
bles, o collection of dolls and a
wooden horse.

“I think what people like about
these photographs is that it
reminds them of their child-
hood,” snid Tom Halsted, owner
of the Halstad Gallery.

Quiet satisfaction

1n the late 19708, Halsted,
who was one of the first gallery
owners in the country to show
excluaively black and white pho-

tography, couldn't sell Kennn's
work.

Butas photography grew in
popularity (thanks to Ansel

dams, print advertising and
technological innovations),
Kenna'e outstanding tonal scale
and mystic visions caught on.

Twenty ycors later, Kenna is
considered somewhat a phe-
nomenon. Although only in his
mid 40s, he's often cited os nn
influence by up-and-coming pho-
tographers. These doys, in a typ-
ical review of his work in The
New York Times, for instance,
Kenna is characterized as one of
the world’s leading photogra-
phers.

Today, the price for Kennu's
work runs from $800 to $3,000
for o print in cditiona of 45. In
the "nfter market” ~ the demand
once the full edition has been
printed - prices increase

sharply.

Many collectors, according to
Halsted, often buy more than
one print to form their own
series.

“Dying Rose,” one of the
imagea in the exhibit, has been
purchased by Elton John, said
Halsted. Reportedly, Elton
John's home in Nice, France, has
a wall filled with more than 100
of Kenna's photographs.

Halsted compares the current
exhibit, which way kicked off
with an reception for Kenna on
Saturday, to the block-busting
Ansel Adams exhibit in the carly
1980s.

For thase who can't afford an
original print, the Halsted
Gallery is aJso handling sales of
Kenna's book, “Monique's
Kindergarten,” which includes
nll G2 imoges from the show, and
a detailed narrative of the Wal-
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dorf principles that inspired
Kennao's work.

For one of hia current projects,
Kenna hns traveled around
Europo to photograph the con-
centration campa of World War
II. An exhibit and book are
acheduled for 1898, He plans to
donate the photos to n French
muscum,

“Therc's a certain oquilibrium
that I nced when [ work,” epid
Keonpa. “The concentration
camps are filled with powerfully
negative ond evil images. But
then, there's the kindergarten ~
positively optimistic and a life
force.”

Of course, there'll bo some wha
consider Kenna's latest wark to
be too subtle or commonplace.

But there’s nothing ordinary
in Kenna's work. For the past
two decades, he's been quietly
making a big statement.

Aud then, be laughs long and
hard.

Welcome to Roflin nnd Pinsee-
ki's orbit where adults pet to
imagine o world of talking cats
play dress up and sing fun songs.

Opening up

Pinsceki would write a chap-
ter, read it to Rollin. Then she'd
wit at her piano and play the
songzs inspired by the Piasccki's
tal

“I just responded to Jerry's
sense of play,” said Rollin, “We
both have a lat of kid at heart.”
That's tike calling Dopey the
Dwasrf just another lovable short
felin

Alongside other more glossy
and sanitized story booka, “The
Adventures of No Uh and Na
Hul welcome reminder that
emarable staries are born from
people intimately wware of the
strupgles of family life while
revering the world of the imagi-

“nation.

The hook, Rollin and Piasecki
concede, is written for children
Lut intended for adults.

“It's not about writing down to
children,” said Piasecki. “It's
often times writing up te their
level. Most adults have had their

imaginntions crushed because of
criticism or rejection. You have
to learn to open up aceept the
crentive possibilities.”

The choice of protagonists —
two ornery cats, named “Na Uh”
und “Na Hub,” respectively ~
seemed appropriate.

“Who else reflects the univer-
sol language of conflict,” anid
Piasecki, whose day job is a
copywriter for Farmington Hills-
based ad firm, Sepanck & Leder.
“Cats are more independent and
playful.”

And, at times, cantankerous.
Like a brother, sister, close
friend and spouse. Or whomever
you've ever played “Na Uh/Na
Huh.”

Rollin and Piasccki also play
the game in real life. They've
been “partners” for the last 14
years, Constant companions and
collaborators, as well us critics
and supporters of cach other's
wark.

By day, Roilin tenches music
at Echo Park School in Bloom-
field Hills. By night and on
weckends, she's known as the
Pinno Lady, nppearing just
about anywhere that coan fit a
piano. She describes her reper-
toire as “Brondway, Beatles and

Beyond.”

Finding time around his 9-to-
5, Piasecki has written six books
for intermediate readers, pub-
lished by Bantam. Several of his
books have sold over 200,000
copies, and have been available
through student book clubs.

While they've only completed a
fow other projecta together,
Piasccki said they've been con.
stant collaborators. “I'll read
what I'm writing, and Wendy
will play me a song she’s work-

ingon."

Alrendy, Rollin and Pinsecki
are working on a series featuring
“Na Uh” and “Na Hub,” includ-
ing 8 holiday story for next year.

Gravity scems to be working in
their favor,

Of course, they have a mono-
syllabic way of putting it.

Listen for a harmonizing, “Na

uh,
And then, o long and hard
lnugh.

Frank Provenzano is an arts
reporter for the Observer &
Eccentric Newspapers. He can be
reached at (248) 901-2657, or
send information to 805 E.
Maple, Birmingham, 48009.

The only evidence ofprevious
ownerslzip is a dent in the price.

cosmetic inspection.

Faciog Warranty*
0-ycar/75,000-mile
fom m‘gv’u/ purchase.

Value

* Recent model years
xith bw m.'L::

2.9%

Jor up to 30 manths

et EpiTion

. T’IC’!I come from good 110"!05.

JAGUAR OF TROY

factory marteriy mel ey
"o €

>,' 1815 anlv:lnwn Drive, Troy, MI (810}). 643-6900

3 9% 43 (3 78 s thy (29 04 pec 1,040 fionced o1 I8 morine) APR Jona g avs able trrosgh Jaguar Covs ¢ far Guobliad Lupess Deoine fartxopecn may offrst 1omngs
aucing v ar sorr . o
ver e teim of the meuarty

01150000 mi
15t 94 vart to Lo tnld as Selec

In the Farmington arca,
according to Reid, they're build-
ing culture from tho grassroots.

A master plan

“Many of the community
bande, orcheatras, choirs and
arta groups were here before we
were a city,” said Dan W. Potter,
director of special services, who
overseea the parks and recre-
ation department. “The nucleus
for the arts has been here. But
now, we'ro spenking with a uni-
fied voice.”

Apparently, voters are alao
responding with a unified
appeal.

With the overwhelming pas-
sage of a milluge in November,
$1.8 million will be designated
for senior and culture activitics
over the next 10 years, including
funds for a full-time arts coordi-
nator position te be filled in

Currently, preparations are
being mnode to draft a master
plan for the arts in the Farming-

‘Many of the community bands, orchestras, choirs
and arts groups were here before we were a city.
The nucleus for the arts has been here. But now,
we're speaking with a unified volce’

Dan W. Potter
dircctor of special services

ton area. Once in place, the plan
would offer additional art
instruction and public facilities.
The criterion for drafting the
plan includes circulating a com-
munity wide survey, conducting
focus groups and holding public
hearings.

Many Farmington area resi-
dents believe there's a need for a
community arts center, in nddi-
tion to the William Costick
Activities Center, where many
programs are currently held.
Reid enlled the master plan a
“first step in working toword an
arts center.”

A proposed performing arts
center ut Novi Road and Grand

River Avenue is under considera-
tion by the City of Novi, said
Reid, who noted that partoer-
ships in the arts could extend
beyond city boundarics.

Considering that a new art
center may cost as much as $30
millien, Potter is cautious about
the possibility. “People aren't in
a mood to support additional
taxes,” he said. “It might be
down the line, but right now
we're juat in the walking stage.”

For this weck, Potter might
want to change his assessment,
Clearly, the current stage iv all
about dancing.
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could be you!) will
_ Eve Packuge of u
Dinncr for Two at
Risata Restaurant
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One lucky reader (it

receive n New Year's

and a pair of tickets
performance of The

“Generation X Files,"
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48150,

Two runners-up will receive
a pair of tickets to the enrly
performance of “Generation
X Files™ at Second City on

New Year’s Eve,

Maoil a
posteard with your name,
city of residence, und a

daytime phone number to: New Year's Eve at Second
City, 36251 Schooleraft Road, Livonia, Michigan

Entrics must be reccived. by Thursday, December
18, and three winners will be picked atrandom.
Winner's numes will be published in the Observer & Eceentric on Sunday.
December 21, All winners will be contacted by phone on Monday, Dcceml;er 22
Employees of the Observer & Eccentric Newspapers and Second Cx'llelympA:a
Entertainment are not aligible 1o win.




