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World premlere: Charles McGraw (left to right), John Michael Manfredl, Michelle
Mountain and Joyce Feurring in a scene from “The Shiva Queen.”

‘Shiva Queen’ is no Dolly

Jewish Ensemble Theatre pre.
sents “Shiva Queen,” by Rebecca
Ritchie, continues through Dec.
31 in the Aaran DeRoy Studio
Tlu'alr:. Jewish Community
nter, 6600 West Maple Road,

xt Bloomfield. Performances
7:40 p.m. Wednesday-Thursday,
and Sunday; 8 p.m. Saturday; 2
p.m. Sunday. Tickets range from
S13 to 823, discounts avuilable
for seniors ages 65 and older,
and students, call (248) 788-
2900. Special New Year's Eve
Performances 7 pm. and 10 p.n.
Wednesday, Dec. 31. Tickets for
the 7 p.m. New Year's Eve perfor-
mance are 818, includes cham-
pagne and hors d'oeuvres; 10
p.m. performance ticketa $50 also
includes champagne, hors d'ocu-
vres and breakfast. Call for
reservationstinformation.
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Despite its intriguing titte and
billing as a cpmedy, the Jewish
Ensemble Theatre's world pre-
micre of Rebeeen Ritchie's “The
Shiva Queen™ is neither clever
nar funny. Instead, a very fine

cast does its best with very
ocre material.

Act One is the exchange of let-
ters between two singles who
meet through a “personals” ad

and write to each other's P.O.
box numbers. Lec (Charles
McGraw) is a hypochondriae
geneticist 30 afraid of commit-
ment thot he hesitutes to even
give out his name to his pen pal.
Shirl (Michelle Mountain), anx-
ious to find a mate, i o wishy-
washy that she offers to make
herself into anything Lee wishes.

Five years later Act Two finds
Shirl has been married and wid-
owed. She now eorns a living
organizing the shiva, the tradi-
tional Jewish ritual period of
seven days of deep mourning, for
those too grief-stricken to handle
the details themselves.

She has been called in to help
Roger (John Michael Manfredi),
o successful endodontist who has
just lost the wife he adored and
turns into a helpless child when
pounced upon by his overbearing
oll-business mother Bess (Jayce
Fuerring).

Turns out that Bess is some °

sort of famous fatal expert, and
when Lee calls at the house in
pursuit of genetic research on
the doceased, Bess's domineering
personality brings out his devot-
ed servility. Meanwhile, Shirt
now has enough self-confidence
1o quietly stand up to Bess and
thus carns Roger's gratitude and
affection,
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If there is a point to all this, it
seems to be suggesting that one
should be neither too weok nor
too strong-willed. Perhaps there
is comic potential here some-
where, but on opening night
“The Shiva Queen” drew only an
isoluted chuckle now and then. A
Jewish “Hello Dolly” it is not.

All four playcra are very tal-
ented actors who make their
characters aa belicvable as possi-
ble, with Mountain meeting the
greatest challenge in giving sub-
stance to Shirl. Under director
Joanna Hastings Woodcock,
nearly all aspects of the produc-
tion scem as fine-tuned as the
material allows,

The costuming is sometimes
queationable, though. Putting
Roger in his pajamas certainly
enhances the image of him as a
floundering child, but would a
man really wear this on his way
home just because he'd been
staying overnight at the hespital
with his dying wife? It's appro-
priately symbolic that Lee wears
a facial mask to keep him apart
from the families he interviews,
but why a pointed mask that
makes him look like a clown?

Sue  Smith
and Molly Pem-
berton  were
tired of trying to
sell their crafts
at shows where
promoters treat-
ed them with lit.
tle respect, wo
the two Cunton
residents decid-
«d to strike out
on their own.

After taking
part in & shop
run us o conperative by crafters,
they started the Hunderafters
Arts and Crafts Show 16 years
ago. Over the years, they've built
this arts and crafters showease
into a profitable business.

“It was nice because I have
three children and they were lit-
tle at the time," said Smith. “My
husband could stay home on the
wecekends white we produced the
shown.”
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Upcoming show

If yau're still in need of o fow
gifts for the holidays, don’t miss
their next show featuring 65
exhibitors Dec. 12-14 at the
Northville Recreation Center,
303 West Main in Northville.
Hours arce 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. Fri-
day, until 6 p.m. Saturday, und
11'a.m. to 5 p.m. Sunday.

Admission is $2. For mnore
informatinn, call (313) 459-00560.

Handcrafters is one of the fow
shows around, produced by
crafters. Smith, whe holds a
patent on her work, creates
wreaths from whole spices such
as nutmeg, bay leaf, cinnamon,
and star anise. Pemberton cuts
and paints wood gingerbread
men, snowmen and Santa orna-
menta.

“We understand what it's like
to be crofiers, how it feels to be

Smith. “Peaple don’t realize that
crafts are a
10 to 12 hours a day, not just o
wecekend show, These crafters
are professionals so we treat
them with'respect.”

Dennis Gerathy's vintage.
looking signs ure sure 10 be pop-
wlar with University of Michigan
fans, Gerathy crafts the signs in
his Redford shop. Amony the
other works included in the show
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are hand painted dog and cat
amaments by Marlene DeFoor of
Livonia; quilted and cross
stitched ornaments, Roberta
Baraszu, Plymouth; stained
gluss valances and boxes, Mar-
sha Filipiak, Royal Oak, and
seasonal florals, Sandy Calla-
han, Bloamfield Hills.

Variety

“We feel we have the best vari-
¢ty of craftsmen in the area,”
suid Pemberton. “Our customers
come back yenr after year.
There's something for every-
body’s taste and pocket book
from Victorian Christmas Carol
dolla to porcelnin Santaa, and
shadow boxes shaped into
French gardens, There’s ornn-
ments for $3 to larger Santas for
a couple hundred dollars.”

Handcrafters hosts six shows n
year, three in Northville, two in
Taylor and one in Mt. Clemens.
Smith and Pemberton welcome
artists and craftsmen to apply
for cntry in the juried shows.
The two try to exhibit 25 percent
new crafters ut each show, -

“We're Jooking for uniqueness

EXPER

in handmade items and « 3INE
quality of workmuanship,”
Smith. "We like to think our
show has craftsman you would-

n't sec anywhere elae. I oxhibit

in o lot of shows out of atate, sa |
see some unique, onec-of-a-Rind
items what I try to bring intg onr-
show. We want to make sure We

have the $6 items for  teacher's”

gift as well as a lot of peraonal-
ized itoms. We nlso try to get,
fine arts. The emphasis is defi-
nitely on fine craofta but we* du
have fine arty, also.”

Smith display her wmuthn in-
30 shows a years. That's a fulls
time busincss in itself. So why
do Smith and Pemberton contin.
ue to promote shows aftor all
these years?

“We like doing our crafts, but '
the promoting part is our great
love,”
artists and craftamen who have
been with us since we've started.
They've become friends.”

Linda Ann Chomin is an arts
reporter for the Observer &
Eccentric Newspapers.,
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LCRABBROOK
INSTITUTE OF SCIENCE

1221 NorthWoodward Averue
Two miles north of downtown

and fitness center, and fresh-baked

Hilton Garden Inn al 248-357-1100.

fught stay. Valid through 12/30/97

11/9-42/30/97, Friday-Sunday.

Don't Just Shop
For Holiday Bargains.

Stay ln One- Get In the holiday spirll with

a gelaway lo the Southfield 11ikon Garden Inn. Our affordable weekend
p.xiagsimludc 2 spacious guest room, use of our pool, whitipool, -

call your professional travel agent, 1-800-HILTONS, or the Southfleld

BounceBack Weekend® Includes continentai breakfast €Y 7 [3
lor two. Available as early as Thursday with a Saturday

Shopper's Package tnchudes gift wrap pack, discount
coupons at arca malls, free day-pass to Sam's Club. Valkd

New Year’s Romance Package Includes a boltle of
champagne and full breakfast for lwo. Valid 12/31/97.

cookies at 9 p.m. For reservations,
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