The Observer & Eccentric/ SUNDAY, DECEMBER 7, 1997

Kickoff comments: West
Bloomfield's Donald
Cohen, Michigan regional
director of the Anti-
Defamation League,
makes a point before the
panel discussion begins.

Dark slde: Elissa Lindow,
North Farmington High
Jjunior, has experienced the
dark side of th web.

ADL spotlits dak

side of the Internet

HPECIAL WRITER N
The Southficld-based Anti-
Defamntion League originally
scheduled a discussion on the
dark side of the Internet for a
board meeting, But due to the
importance of the subject, the
visual presentation, “Web of
Hate: Anti-Semiti and

H ‘We have the respon-
sibility to speak out -
and say no...tosay

that this miaterial Is not -

" “Dr, Jaik Kay
__—WSU professor

Extremism on the Internet” was
opened to the public on Dec. 4 at
Andover High School in Bloom-
field Hills.

A panel of five experts
addressed the isaucs to 100
attentive listeners. Donald
Cohen, ADL Michigan regional
director, began the visible
demonstration by reviewing
President Clinton’s State of the
Union address referring to the
Internet as the “New Town
Sguare” in which everyone is
connected. <

“Extremists are now welcome
in Town Square,” said Cohen.

Cohen proceeded to demon-
strate the easy availability of
hate sites offering hard-to-find
books like Jewish Ritual Murder
by Arnold Leese, a “Hang Leroy”
game accessed through a site of
the Delaware Region of the Ku
Klux Klan, hate music by Resis-
tance Records and dozens of
bomb-making recipes. Other web
pages explore Nazism Now,
Holocaust denial, militia groups
and Anti-Semitic theology on
Seedline Ideology.

Dr. Juck Kay, professor of eom-
munications at Detroit-based
Wayne State University, dis-
cussed “very grabbing sites”
encouraging participation and
recruitment through chat rooms,
news groups and e-mail.

“It is really an on-line commu-
nication and an attempt to get
people to buy into the system,”
said Kny. “We have the responsi-
bility to spcak out and say no . . .
to say that this material is not
right™”

Mike Siman, 17, president of
Birmingham-based Cracked
Planet, an Internet solutions

Speakers denounce ‘web of hate"_:;i

BY RENA FULKA
BPFECIAL WRITER

Michael Simon wan 3 years old
when he received his first com-
puter.

By ago 12, the Birmingham
resident wasg surfing his way
through the vaat, multimedia
informetion aystem known nu
the World Wide Web.

“The Internet ia part of my
life,” snid the 17-year-old presi-
dent of Birmingham-based
Cracked Planet, an Internet
marketing company. “Just os 1
have the physical community
around mo, I also have the Inter-
net.”

What troubles Simon about
the Internot is its dark side,
which he stumbled across as an
eighth grader tapping into a
search engine to complete o
reacarch paper. Among the hits
listed under the reference,
“Hol, " is n visual exploit.
tion of Anti-Semitism aimed at
Holocaust denial.

“It hurt me,” recalled Simon,
who discovered just how ecasy it
is to call up un cstimated 300
hate sites from the school library
or in the privacy of his own
home. “These things are disrupt-
ing my community.”

On Dec. 4, the Birmingham
Seaholm High School junior
voiced his concerns as one of five
panelists presenting, “Web of
Hate: Aanti-Somitism and
Extremism on the Internet.”

Sponsored by the Southfield-
based Anti-Defamation Leaguo
and the Bloomfield Hills Schools,
the forum at the Andover High
School Theater drew an atten-
tive crowd of 100 individuals
crossing three generations.

Other panelists included Don-
ald Cchon, Michigan regional
director of the Anti-Defamation
League, David Goldman, Mas-
sachusetts-based Harvard Law
library researcher and director
of Hatewatch, Dr. Jack Kay, pro-
fessor of communication at
Detroit-based Wayne State Uni-
versity, and John Ohm, a repre-
sentative of the internal affairs
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Attentlve: Therce’s no confusing the look of concern on the face of Susan Borin of
West Bloomfield as she listens to panelists speaking about hate on the Internet.

and speak out publicly ugainat
them.

“The Internet, along with the
TV and radio, is becoming a very
valid source of information,” snid
Simon, who is active in the
Internet scene and a number of
Jewish organizations. “The
Internet is coming into people'a
homes. They need to be able to
apply a filter to this informa-
tion."”

The presentation had a strong
impact on Linda Zlotoff of
Bloomfield Hills, an educator
and Internet user who has
worked in crisis intervention and
with Pontiac-based Common
Ground.

“The formulas for making
bombs right on the acreon in
front of you was remarkable in
terms of how to create your own
destructive element,” said the
mother of two tecns. “I'm con-
cerned about other groups in the

at the Internal R Service.

The hour-long panel discussion
and visual demonatration con-
cluded with a brief question and
answer sespion and plens to
meoniter the hate sites that tran-
scend geographical beundaries

. 1 see very di

kids in broken families thnt can
be drawn into this very casily. T
see the dangiers that ex

[t wns nice to see this type of
panel addressing the issue and
to know thut there are organiza-
tions like Hatewatch and the

firm, related his own
in stumbling upon hate sites
while doing research for school

projects,

John Ohm of the Internal Rev-
enue Service spoke of Internet
anonymity, which only adds to
the problem. “The Internet is set
up almost as an advertising

- agency. You submit your infor-

mation to a search engine and
they do the rest. It's automatic,”
said Ohm. *We'ro juat learning
how to deal with it and we want
to be woll informed, and we want
to ensure that you are well
informed, too.”

Concluding the pancl discus-
sion was David Goldr n a Har-
vard Law library rea: urch.r and
director of Hatewatch, a web-
based organization to expose and
counter hate sites on the Inter-
net. “You ean either help monitor
and actively engage yoursolf in
it, or be complacent, which is
equal to participating with these
groups,” said Goldman. *Our
silence is our complicity.”

ADL that are counter balancing
it,” Zlotoff continued, “I want to
be more of nn activist and I want
to explore more about Hate-
watch.”

Eligsa Lindow, 16, a junior at
North Farmington High in
Farmington Hills, hna experi-
enced the dark side of the Inter-
net firsthand. “I've seen racial
slurs and pictures that I'd rather
not gee,” said Lindow. “I've
always been raised that hate is a
strong word.”

ut Lindow seemed further dis-
turbed by the web page portray-
al of Jews ns rats that was called
up during the forum. °I think
thess discussions are extremely
important for people to be
knowledgeable of what goes on.”

Gillian Shorkey, 15, of Farm-
ington Hills, doesn’t have access
to Internet use at home, but she
does tap into cyberspace at
Walled Lake -Western High
School, where she is a sopho-
more. "This hurta because people
are hinting others for their reli-
gion, race and what they believe
in nnd oot for the actual people
that they are,” waid Sharkey. “I
didn’t know there were that

many web poges with hate. Tt
gave me a great insight on what
was happening in the world and
to know that there's something I
can do to educate people about
the garbage going on the Inter-

net.

The Anti-Defamation Leaguo
has been cxposing hate and big-
otry and developing effective
countermeasures for eight
decades. It has 32 regional and
sntellite offices throughout the
country. In the next six weeks,
the ADL will be making blocking
software available to Internet
users wishing to filter hnte aites
from their home computers.

For more information, call
(248) 355-3780, or visit
www.adl.org and www.hate-
watch.org.

W ‘It hurt me. These
things are disrupting
my community.’
Michael Simon
—Birmingham resident

Idea exchange: Sea-
holm High studeyit
Michael Simon (cen-
ter), president of
Cracked Planet, an
Internet marketing
company, is flanked
by (left) Dr. Jack-Kay,
a Wayne State profes-
sor, and David Gold-
man (right), a Har-
vard Law Library
researcher and direc-
tor of Hatewatch.

Senate defeats Peters’ bills

BY TiM RICHARD
BTAFF WRITER

Merian's  Friends, the
Northville-based group sceking a
astatewide vote on regulating
assisted suicide, will have an
uphill battle in the wake of twe
state Senate votes.

It will have to conduct a
260,000-signature petition drive
to place its proposnl before vot-
ers in November of 1988 —
“which is o monumental job
unlcas you have a lot of money,”
snid Sen. Gary Peters, D-Bloom-
field Township.

. *“It's not like you had casino
moncy supporting the drive, The
track record (for volunteer-run
petition drives) ia nover very
good,” he said,

Peters and Bob Moreillon,
spokesman for Merian's Friends,
said polls show 67 to GO percent
of voters would favor a law regu-
lating physician-assisted auicide.
The group ia named for Merian

Frodricks, a client of Dr. Jack
Kevorkian.

During the Dec. 4 Senato
debate, Peters proposed a short~
cut to a petition drive: putting on
the bnllot both Senate Bill 200,
to outlaw nseisted suicide, and

SB 663, Petors’ regulatory bill

that is similar to the Merian's
Friends proposal.

His amendment, which
required a two-thirds vote, fell 7-
24. Local senators voting yes
were Peters and Alma Wheeler
Smith, D-Salem, and five other
Democrats. There was no record
roll call,

How they voted

Instend, the Seoate approved
SB 200 by a vota of 28 to 7. Hero
is how arca senators voted:

Yes - Loren Bonnett, R-Can-
ton, Michael Bouchard, R-Birm-
ingham, John Cherry, D-Clio,
Mat Dunaskisa, R-Lake Orion,

Robert Geake, R-Northville,
George Z. Hart, D-Dearborn,
Mike Rogers, R-Brighton, John
Schwarz, R-Battle Creek.

No - Peters and Alma Smith,

Absent ~ Bill Bullard Jr., R-
Milford.

8B 200 declares:

W Assisting in a suicidoe is pun-
ishnble by up to four years in
prison and a fine of up to $2,000.
X B "A person who knowingly. or

Sponsor is Sen. William Van-
Regenmorter, R-Jenisen, who
held extensive public hearings
during fall.

Speaking of Dr. Kevorkian,
who has assisted in an esti d

VanRegenmorter scoffed at the
polls cited by Peters and Meri-
an's Friends. *It (favorable view
of assisted suicido) depends on
how you ask the question. But
the drop d ically

71 suicides in Michigan, VanRe-
genmorter said, “Most were not
immediately dying. Many wero
not even terminally ill. Four
young women weren't ill at oll.”

SB 200 is tho Legislature's aec-

ally by force or
causes an individual to commit
suicide is guilty of murder.”

M Exempts “withholding or
withdrawing meodical treat-
ment.”

B Exemptes ndministration of
pain-killers, “even if tho medica-
tion may hasten or increase the
rink of death,” if certain medjical

qui! ta arc met. Bouchard
praised this provision.

Euthanasia feared

ond pt to outlaw

suicide. An carlier law was “sun-
sctted” after four years and no
convictions.

‘Backers pointed to the Nethor-
lands, saying 1,000 peoplo a year
are ecuthanized (subjected to
merey killing). They foar assist-
od suicide will evelve into
euthanasia.

Eldorly people’s fear is so
great, said VanRegenmorter,
that groups are giving senior cit-
izens cards saying, “If I'm hospi-
talized, don't kill me.”

P
when you talk about hospice care
and pain relief.

“At aur public hearings, people
were 2-1 in support of SB 200.”
Opposing Peters’ amendment to
put SB 200 on the ballot, VanRo-
genmorter said, “We're not clect-
od to put our fingers in the wind
and look at polla.”

*If someono wants to take
his own life, thoy can find waya
to do it," said -Son. John
Schwarz, R-Battle Crock, the
Sonate's only physician. “The

on assisted suicide

tho result being denth.

Peters’ bill nixed

Opposed was Sen. Jim Berry-
man, D-Adrian. “People will find
a way (to end life). No one should
have to go into the basement
with a gun. No ono should have
to find his father hanging in the
garage.”

Two days carlier, VanRegen-
morter’s Senate Judiciary Com-
mitteo rejected Poters’ SB 653,
which is stmilar to the Merian's
Friends initiative. It would:

@ Limit the option of assisted
suicide to Michigan rosidents
who are terminally il and have
six months or leaa to live,

question is gotting to

holp. It's tantamount to murder,
*The physician should be
nllowed to administer,an opiate
and morphine. As tho doses
becomo closer, one depresses the
reapiratory offort,” he said, with

to get two

M Require p
doctors’ opinions state the filgets::’

in terminal, .:
M Require pationts to unfietgd
psychological counseling.

8 Limit methods to doctorpre-*

scribed medication. R




