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Cancer quickly claims ‘caretaker’ mom

BY LARRY O’CONNOR
ITER

STAFY Wit Spiogel was disgnosed .

with cancer the day before
Thankasgiving.

“That’s what is 8o shock-
ing to everyono: She
appeared so healthy to tho
end,” Young said. “She com-
plained about the usual
aches and pains a typical
32 1d would Ini

St. Mary Hospital whero she was
a registered nurse in the Urology
Department. Hospital staff
would donnte gifts, which went
to children who were needy. Sho
olso got her siaters invalved, ask-
ing them to buy presents for a
family thot was struggling finan-
cially.

She worked in the C, -y
Room at St. Mary Hospital and  about. Sho worked right up
was also an active member of the  until two and o half wecks
A tation of Operating Room o
Nurses and Association of Urolo-
&y Professionals.

“The whole hospital is gricv-
ing,” snid Kathy Young, St. Mary
Hoapital operating room manag-
er who was also a friend. “As one
of the staff put it, our staffis like
o family and we just lost one of
our family members. She was
close to a lat of peoplo here.”

Other staff membera recall
how she could make them smile
and her special way of comfort-
ing patients. Many pationts
would ask for her by name,
Young said.

Whether it was s a nurse, sis-
ter to 10 siblings or mother to
her 7-year-old son, Mary Jo
{Cudney) Spicgel made life casi-
er for those around her.

Spicge! would arrange a fund-
raiser to help someone in need or
aimply lift o person’s spirits with
a glance or a touch, family mem-
bera said.

The Far Hills resid
died in her homo Dee. 7, shortly
after being diagnosed with can-
cer. She was 32,

“Her wonderful sense of humor
made spending time with her
relaxing and enjoyable,” said
Kelly Kasper, her younger sister.
“Mary was filled with compas-
sion and helping othera.

“She was a caretaker for every-
body. She would anticipate your
needs. She would provide you
help without you having to ask
for it.”

Spiegel set up a living tree at

go.”

Aftor graduating from
St. Mory's High School in
Saginaw, Spiegel moved to
Livonin where ehe attended
Madonna University. She
earned a bachelor's of sci-
ence degree in nursing in
1987 and started work at
St. Mary Hospita! the fol-
lowing year.

Her son, Androw James, was
the focal point of her life, family
members said. She was involved
taking him t4 his Little League
and hockoy games.

“Mary was e loving and devot-
ed mother; Andrew was her
pride and joy,” Kelly Kasper
snid. "Each was a guiding light
and ray of hope to the other.
Their timo tegether was filled
with happineas, laughtor and
love.”

She is alac survived by mother
Roberta Cudney; sisters Suson
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Mary Jo (Cudney) Splegel and Androw
Franz, Chriatine Quaal, Judith
Jones, Kelly Kasper and Anne
Horvath; brothers David,
Thomas, Timothy, Robert Jr.
and John Cudney. She is the
doughter of the lato Robert Cud-
noy,

Mass was celebrated by the
Rov. Gerald Flannery Thursday
at St. Aidan Catholic Church
with burial at Parkview Memori-
al Cemetery in Livonia. Arrange-
ments were made by Hecney-
Sundquiat Funeral Home.

Memorials may made to the
Androw Spiegel Education Fund
in care of the funeral home,
23720 Farmington Road, Farm-
ington 48336, .

Farmington banks
for road widening

BY TId SMITH
BTAYF WRITKR

The widening of Farmington
Road to five lanes from
Slocum south to Eight Mile
roads won't happen for anoth-
er four or five years. But the
city of Farmington is starting
to bank Tri-Party Road
Improvement Program money
for the project anyway.

Lost weck, city council
members OK'd participation
in the 1998 Tri-Party pro-
gram, designating the Farm-
ington Rond widening project
for that money. The local
share of $7,308 will be put
agide into the city's highway
fund and be rosorved for the
project, said City Manager
Frank Lauhoff.

The county and road com-
mission shares — the other two
parts of tho Tri-Party - total
$14,616 and will also be
placed into a special county
fund for Tri-Party money and
carmarked for the Farmington
Road widening. Currently, the
torgoted stretch of Farming-
ton has five lanes at major
intersections, but is four lanes
everywhere clse.

Specifying what the money

would bo used for is impor-
tant, bocause unuscd Tri-
Party funds could otherwize
be reprogrammed for other
county road projocta after
three years.

According to Lauhoff, any-
whero from $60,000-370,000
in Tri-Party money could be
put asids over the noxt saveral
years. It is estimated that tho
city portion of the project will
cost about $450,000-$5650,000.

“And wo recognize that
what'a also going to happen,”
Lauhoff said, *is the further
out this goes the more costly
it's going to be.”

Lauhoff said high mainte-
nance costs and safety factors
are the two main rcasons why
Farmington Road needs to be
widened.

“We're continually doing &
lot of maintenance on tho read
and it is falling apart,”
LauhofT said, adding that the
road commission regularly
comes in to patch potholca.

About the safety factor,
Lauhoff explained that traffic
bottlenecks and fender ben-
ders take place because cars
ofton have to stop in a
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> Nightline/Sports:  313-953-2141
» Reader Comment Line: 313-953-2042
» Classified Advertising: 313-591-0900
> Display Advertising:  313-591-2300
» Home Delivery: 248-901-4716
» Cable TV Weekly: 313-953-2190
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information.
» Current mortgage rates.
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» If you have a question about home delivery or of you did not receive
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® [tem No. 9402: Looking for a place to rent or someone to
share an apartment with? Get a listing of our rental
classifieds. Cost: $5.95.

« Item No. 9800: Recreation: boats, motarcycles, campers,
airplanes, etc, Cost: $5.95

« Item No. 9822: Vehicles: Used trucks, vans and all
makes of automobiles. Cost: $39.95
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» Send and receive unlimited email.
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and more.
» Read electronic editions of the Observer & Eccentric.
» Chat with users across town or across the country.
If you need help signing on to ou service, just call the
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. PHOTO RePRINTS: 313-591-0500

Ui reprints of prctures that Nave becn taken by our st ™™

photographers:

 Provide the publication date, page number, and description
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pernAPs IMPLANTS ARE THE AtSWER!

LIVONIA VILLAGE DENTAL ASSOCIATES
* HERBERT GARDNER, DDS
.
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“The Peoples Princess”
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A Portion of the Proceeds for this
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to: “The Diana, Princess of Wales

Memorlal Fund,” Kensington Palace,
London
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