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Lansing trdp: Kenbrook School fourth-graders met Gov.
John Engler (center) on their trip to the state Capitol.

Kenbrook 4th-graders tour

Chat i'Oom from page Bl

1984, when our daughter, Jan-
ice, wns a little over a year old. I
still remember the two elderly
sisters in Donrborn Heights
oohing and nohing over Janice
when we delivercd their gro-
ceries and gifta. That year and
the next were the only years we
selected a senior citizen family.
Since 1986, we've “adopted” a
family with children, usually liv-
ing in a southwest Detroit neigh-
borhood.

This tradition is what keeps
Christmaa sone for me. I have
little tolerance for the commer-
cial aspect of the holiday. Try-
ing to keep it spiritual is cape-
cially tough when television
commercials and store flyers
bombard us in the months pre-
ceeding Christmaa with all the
latest must-have gadgets.

In a smnll way, we help o fam-.

ily in nced. But wo benefit, too.
We'vo visited many living rooms
furnished with little more than a
modest Christmas tree and o
couple of chairs. In ycars past,
my daughters have wrapped
Barbie dolls for girls their age
who weron't going to receive
much else on Christmas morn-

.

To tell them thoy don’t need
the pricey “toy du jour™ is one
thing. To show them loving fam-
ilies with very littlo material
goods speaks volumes,

I remomber the first year we
brought a family a large box of
used toys. [ was hesitant about
how they might react to this
henp of unwrapped stuff. My
doubts melted almeat inatantly.
The minute the box was an the
kitchen floor, four little pairs of
hands were busy digging in —

Lansing, meet Gov. Engler

. Kenbrook Etementary School's
4th graders toured the State
Capitol and Histurical Museum
in Lunsing recently. They met
Gov. John Engler, who posed for
group photos, talked with stu-
dents, nnd shook hinds.

* “The students saw the House of
Representatives, the Senate, the
old Supreme Court, und the Civil

War flogs disploy.

State Rep. Andrew Ruaczkows-
ki, R-Farmington, talked to them
about how a law is made.

The students also visited the
historien] museum. They saw a
rustic cabin, an carly auto show
with old cars, an sutographed
SuperBowl footbnll and much
about Michigan's history.

Another Tradition At
m‘:syiﬂagz/ RBam.

BYERS CAROLERS

Alarge collectlon of Carolers lo
avallable Including some retired
figurines. Avallable year round.

putting magactic alphabot let-
ters on the refrigerator, banging
a xylophone, zooming little cars
acrosa the floor.

In subsoquent years, I've
added gently worn clothos and
shoes. As any mother of growing
children can attest, some things
get worn once or twico and then
a growth spurt hits and its histo-
ry. It's nice to nee things get res-
urrected for a second life. .

Over Thanksgiving weekend, 1
had a long talk anbout our
Focus:HOPE “familics™ with my
daughtor, Emily, 11. I'm sur-
prised by all the details sho
remembers from years gone by
— the family with nine kids and
the tall skinny dad, the mom
and three daughters who had
just moved to Detroit from New
York City, the adorable smiling
babies.

I'm looking forword 1o moeting
our family this year. It is always
one of the highlights of Christ.

maa,

To volunteer for the
Focus:HOPE Family to Family*
or Share Christmas with a
Senior program, call 313-494.
4438 from 9 a.m. to & p.m. Mon-
day through Friday.

Focus: HOPE's 28th Holiday
Music Festival is Sunday, Dec.
14 in the Rosedale Park Commu.
nity Center, 18445 Scaradale,
Detroit. Performera include Phil
Marcus Ester, Barbara Bredius,
Ortheia Barnes and many more.
Shkow time is 2-5:30 p.m. Tickets
are $25. Al proceeds benefit
Share With a Senior and Family
to Family. Call Laura Tecley at
(313) 494-4423 for reservations.

Yule concert
this weekend
is a blend of
old and new

With every
purchase of a Byars
Caroler figurins, you
becoma eligible to
win a retired figurins
hand-signed by Joycs
Byers. Drawing takes
place Dec. 20,1897

How will the new
tax legislation
affect your IRA?

To find out, reserve your place at the
.2 Merrill Lynch Neww Tax-Law Workshop.

If you're confused by the complex tax
Jaw changes, you may need the guidance of a
Financial Cansultant to know how to make
the most of them. Before filing your taxes
this year, and before you make contributions
o any 1RA, you shoukl spend same time
learning ahour these changes, to get answers
1o such critical questions as:
- Can [ establish 2 “Roth™ IRA and still
maintain my existing IRA?
*Shauld t consolidate my IRAs?
+ Are my IRA contributions still tax deductible?
« 1 am approaching retirement. Does the new law offer
opportunitics for people my age?
«Can | contribute to an Education IRA for my kids, nicces,
nephews or grandchildren?
« How will the new tax fegislation affect my cstate plan?
- Can/Should I contribute more to my ERA now?
To find out more ahout your IRA options, call today to reserve
your place at our upcoming workshap.

i

Wednesday, December 17th
7:00 p.m.-8:30 p.m.

Noi Hilton

Now

SPEAKERS: David Boor, Vice President
Senior Financlal Consultant
Danlel Lingerman, Financial Consultant
Both of Merrill Lynch Private Client Group

Nancy or Karl at 248-937-6292 or moo-qu-o::a
1o

DATE:

TIME:
PLACE:

RSVP:

"

“The difference is Merrill Lynch.

% Merrill Lynch

Acradition of trust.
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the Christmas spirit?

Are you onc of the millions of people on an emotional quest for

Plan to pursue your scarch by sceing I Have Seen the Light,
the Scarch for Christmas at Orchard United Methodist Church,
30450 Farmington Road, north of 13 Mile.

Performances are Friday to Sunday. Call 988-6716 for tickets,
It's & new work published by Word Records and Muasic,
Nashville, combining Christmas songs with new music.

Seen Light: Rehearsing for choral roles in “I Have Seen the Light” at Orchard United Methodist Church are:
(from left) Ryan McCullough, fifth-grader, Forest Elementary; Katie Mitchell, fourth-grader, Longacre; Shan-
non Young, eighth-grader, and Nikki Cunrka, seventh-grader, both at O.E. Dunckel; Julie Cross, ninth-grader
at Walled Lake Center; Emily Buckwalter, 10th-grader, Walled Lake Western; Allison Stone, seventh-grader,
Abbot Middle School; and Charlie Dexter, sixth-grader at O.E. Dunckel. Performances are Friday to Sunday,
Dec, 12-14, at 30450 Farmington Road, north of 13 Mile. $5 each or $10 for a family of four. Call 988-6716.

Orchard's production has “something for everyone,” ~ multime- '
dia with emphasis on sound and light - featuring a multi-genera-

tional and multi-racial cast.

Jan Brachel, music director/organist, says: *This project is
allowing us to reach out to our community and share our God

sent talents.”
He is a voeal music director
Schools.

with the Farmington Public

Hippo from page Bl

journey next spring.

“The arm was mude specifical-
iy for me to withstand all that I
can throw at it,” he said.

He's not going to dwell on the
aggressive hippo, who is atill
alive and living in the Zambezi
River.

“I'm just a little apprehenaive.

e
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33475 W. 8 Mile, just Wese of Farmington Rd.

It will be good to accomplish this
trip,” Templer said.

Although there were night-
mares after the attack, they
have subsided. As far ns remem-
bering the terror, he said: “Obvi-
ously there was something about
me (hippo) didn't like, maybe my
shirt or my aftershave.”
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There Is a condltion In veterinary
medicine called
keratoconjunctivitls slicca (KCS) o
dry cye. This corxfition ks most
commeon In older dogs, &

females. The signs that you
notice are a thick sticky

: Check Out Our Furs and Holiday Wear =

HELP FOR THAT "DRY EYE"

show rellef with medication only
one time dally. The most
Important aspect of this disease Is
that most prablems can be
reversed If detected and treated
eaty. .

At Small Animal Hospltal, our
rimary concarm is your pet's
health. We offer boarding. house
calls, and a 24 hour emerg

Look for out next article In two
weeks.

“Serving the communlity
for over forty-one years,”
.SMALL ANthial

Farmington Hills, ley
(248) 626-18.
“We See Big Dogs Too®

He doesn’t preciscly remember
the ambueh, witneseod by
tourists and other guides:
“Adreneline is o great equalizer.”

When he gets to the area of
the river where he was almost
killed, Templer says he hopes to
“drift by and have a beer. It will
be a day to remember, (The
hippo) ie still aut there. There
haven't been other attacks.”

Templer believes the hippo
was probably hurt by poachers
or fisherman prior to the attack
and was defending his torritory.
Tho vegetarian animals live pri-
marily in or near the rivera of
Africa.

The entourage will-include
four or five kayaka and include o
fl ker who will d
the journey. Templer's canoc
will have a special paddle. With
one hand he will be able to oper-
ote his kayak,

“I'm in reasonable shape for it.
I'm a former competitive swim-
mer and rugby player,” he said.

Williama can be reached on-
line . at
makeadifference@juno.com
Donations can be sent to Make A
Difference, P.O. Box 160, Farm-
ington, Mich. 48332,

Give Your
Back The
Support It Needs
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