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Marian’s comeback falls short in Class A

BY MARTY BUDNER
STAFF WRITER

Cuach Mary Lillie-Cicerone
was placed in on unfamiliar situ-
ation Saturday after the Clasa A
championship game in girls bas-
ketball,

Her Birmingham Munun team
has have qualificd for the state
fintls four times during her 15-
year career, but this ycar
marked the first time she was on
the losing end of the score.

The Mustangs captured state
championships in 1988, 1992
and 1996. Their dream of back-
to-back titles was shattered by
Grand Rapids Christien.

Christian completed a perfect
senson (28-0) by defenting Mari-
an in a highly- cumpe!mve and

H_BASKETBALL

entertaining game, 58-66, before

o record crowd of 5,693 at Cen-

tral Michigan University’s Rose
nn.

Instead of high-fives and cele-
bratory hugs of years past, Lil-
lic-Cicerone found herself in the
role of congoler this time.

After the game, sho walked
went down the bench and con-
soled each player as best she
could. It was a new expericnce
for Lillie-Cicerone.

Although the pain of defeat
might linger for a while, she eaid
her players eventually will have
fond memories of another terrific
season that fell onc game short

of a state crown.

“You've got to give them a cou-
ple of days, maybo a weok,” sho
sanid, “and they're going to say
‘Darn, we had a great season,’ or
‘We mads it to the state finals.”

“You know, they're going to
talk about this for years. Wo had
a great team; we made it to the
finale and loat by a couple of
points, and we had chances to
win it.

“They're going to realize what
they've accomplished down the
line. And how many kids don't go
through this? Boys and girls go
through their high schvol careers
without ever getting out of the
regional.

“This is o big-time accomplish-
ment. It's hard to swallow right

now, especially the way we camo
back, grabbed the lead, then
blew it.”

Marian (22-5) nover led in the
gamo until the final minutes.

Theo Eagles, who lost by a point
‘to Marian in last yeara Clasa A
state somifinals, had a strong
first half and soared to.a 40-28
halftime lead. The Mustangs
didn’t have a good shooting half
and committed an unusually
high nine turnovers.

Christian hiked its advantage
to 51-38, matching its biggeat
lead of the® game halfway
through the third quarter.

That set the stage for a
tromendous Marian rally. The
Mustangs scored the final six

pointa of the quarter and trailed

5144 entering the finale.

Marian stepped up its game
even more, scoring tho firat 10
pointa of the fourth quarter for a
64-51 lead.

Markeisha Thompson hit a
driving layup at the 4:18 mark to
glve Marian its first lead, 62-51.
Kellio Byers hit another layup a
shert time later for a three-point
advan .

Christian's Amanda Vries hit
a pair of free throws to bring the
Eagles back within a point at 54-
53. Marian missed a couplo of
shota that would have extended
its lead. Christian tallied five
straight points to ico its first
stato girls basketball crown.

“We played a heckuva second
half to battle back from 12

down,” Lillie-Cicerone said.
“When wo took the lead, wa felt
comfortable, Weo worked our
butts off to get back.

“Thoy had everything clicking
in that first half. Everything we
tried to do they countared offen-
sivoly. We atruggled but wo
never gavo up. At halftime, we
said “If thay can got up by 12
points, we can catch up.’ Once
we got our offense going, that
kicked in our defense, and t.hut
got us right back in the game.”

Breean Walas, who is headed
to Cornell next year, finished
with 18 points. Byera had 11,
Thompson and Nicole Anaejionu
10 points cach. Annejionu had a
team-high eight rebounds nnd
three assista,

Yellow Jackets lookmg ahead to *98 title repeat

BY MARTY BUDNER
STAFF WIITER

Jennifer Thamas and Katic
Blazewski'have played on two
state championship tcams at
Birmingham-Detroit Country
Day There could be a third in
thirir future,

fhumnu. Blezewski and their
s basketball teammates on
tBe Class B title Saturday with a
!"."36 victory over Saginaw
Syvan Valley at Central Michi-
;mn University's Rase Arena,

rl}. was Country Day's third
championship averall and second
ig-three years, The Yellow Jack-
13 (27-1) didn't have o senior on
t' > team, ge they will be heavy
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favorites to defend their title
next year.

‘Thomas is already looking for-
ward to the challenge.

“I think there will be a littlo
more pressure on us to make a
repeat, because we'll have the
same team,” soid Thomas, who
will be a bonafide Miss Basket-
ball candidate next year.

“We're definitely looking for-
ward to next season and winning
ancther state championship.
We'ro going to wark hard in the
off season and prepare to win
another ane. I think we're capa-
ble of doing it.

“Qur freshmen are improving.
T've seen them improve from Day
One. We expect to have them
come bock atranger, so wo can
have a bonch.

“Coming into this season, I
knew we had a good chance to
win a statoe championship,
because we all played AAU ball
together under the same organi-
zation. I knew we could do it. It
was just a matter of how bad we
wanted it.”

Thomas knew her role on this
team would be diffi than it

role,” she said. “I had to take a

different approach to this sca-

eon, becauss I knew Katie and [

were the only ones with the

experience nf winning a State
pions]

“Every dny At practice, I told
our team wo had to practice
intense and hard, eo that one
day we could make it to the state
championships.”

The Yellow Jacketa not only
made it; they won it all with an
|mprcnxvo dloplAy of pntlant

li quality bask

was on the 1995 stato champi-
onship team.

“In my freshman year, there
were six seniors and T didn't
really have to take a leadership

. Swan anloy. mukmg-n.n first
Final Four appearance, came out
gunning with a long-range shoot-
ing attack.

The Vikings were 5-for-5 from

three-point rango in the first
half and led 28-20 at halftime.
The halftime advantage resulted
from @ three-point shot by Jenni
Schults with 48 seconda remain-
ing in the second quarter.

*We knew they bad aome good
three-point shooters, and they've
been effective all year,” Country
Day coach Frank Orlando said.
*The key really was we had to
stop tho three-point shot.”

The Yellow Jackets regrouped
at halftimo and went on a 9-0
run for a 29-23 lead. Schultz
canned another three-point shot
at the third-quarter buzzer to
mako it a 29-26 game heading
into the final period.

Country Day scored seven of

the first nine points of the fourth
quarter. The Yellow Jacketa took
n 36-28 lead with five minutes
remaining, and Saginaw Swan
Valley never caught up.

“I believed in this team all
year,” Orlande said. “This team
never wavered.

*If you lock all through the
state tournament at our first
halves, a lot of the teama werc
tied with us, or we were down by
a point. Courage is what brought
us to this level, It wasn't always
about ability. You hnvc to play
with your mind,

Thomas finished with a game-
high 16 points and 14 robounds.
Hanks was the only other dou-
ble-digit scorer with 10 pointa.

Borgess coasts to easy victory in Class C final

m STEVE KOWALSKI

SIAFF WRITER

#Make that three Class C state
cliampionships in the last five
yéars for the Redford Bishop
Borgess girls basketball team.
+Borgess made its fifth straight
tfip to the Final Four a memo-
rjible one, rolling over Hancock,
54-21, in the championship game
Saturday night ot Central Michi-
/an University's Rose Arena.
IThe feeling is twice as nice for
sdnior gunrd Christina “Peaches”
Anderson, and not just because
this is the second medal she's
fon, being a member of the 1894
title team.

kj\nderson was one of three
partans in double figures with
I8 points on 6-0f-10 shooting
ftom the floor.

:*My freshman year wo had
Muxnnn (Reese) and Adrianne
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- (Bryant), and I contibuted but

not as much as thia game,”
Anderson snid. “This is real big,
being my senior year. I've got
two gold medals and I'm fine
with it.”

Senior forward Koren Mer-
chant and senior center Aiysha
Smith joined Anderson in double
figures with 16 and 10 pointa,
respectively.

They each tied with a team-
high 10 rebounds as well, help-
ing the Spartans enjoy a com-
manding, 37-14 edge on the
glasa.

It was the end of a memorable
week for Smith, who received the
Mira Basketball award five days
carlier,

Could Borgess (27-1) bo cor-
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nering the market on Class C
titles? The school's boys basket-
ball team won its first state
crown last winter and is favored
to repeat.

“They supported us and we
supported them,” Smith said.
“The prmclpul {Sister Joan
C}mmlny) is very happy for us,

The margin of victory was the
largest ever for a girls state
championship game. The
Bergess win also creates some
controversy as to who the state’s
best team is.

The Spartans beat Class A
semifinalist Flint Northern ear-
lier in tho year. Class A finalist
Birmingham Marian handed
Borgess its only loss in the
Catholic League championship,
but the Spartans won twao regu-
lar-scason mesotings with the
Mustangs.

Grand Rapids Christian won
the Class A championship, fin-
ishing an undefeated season
with a 58-66 win over Marian
earlier Saturday.

“We feel we can play with any-
one,” Mann said. *I don't know
wbu the mythical champion i is,
but I think Grand Rapids ia-
tian can make the first claim.”

As public prossure mounts to _
have the Spartans move up to
Class B will the school oblige?
The Spartans, who wan Class C

crowns in 1983 and '94, also**

were runners-up in ‘95 and somi-
finalists in '96.

"No, but thanks for aaking,”
Mann said. “This is the second
one in four yenrs, but we've been
very disappointed the last two
years. These kids (Anderson,
Merchant and Smith) were able
o go out the way they wanted.”

Borgess led 10-5 after one

Legends /. o c:

quarter hefnre outscoring Han-
cock 19-3 in the second quarter
for a 29-8 halftime lead, The lead
grow to 47-10 after the Spartans
outscored the Bulldugu 18-2 in
the third quarte;

Hancock (24-8) made six of 34
shots from the fleor for 18 per-
cent. The Bulldogs didn't makle o
fiold goal in the third quarter
and went 18:60 without n made’
shot, which was the elapsed time
between early in the second
quarter and early in the fourth.

When Hancock beat Shelby in
n semifinal game Friday, Bull-
dogs coach Mike Willinms knew
his team won the battle for sec-
ond place.

Senior guard Elizabeth Pietila,
who made three of 17 shots, led
Hancock with eight pointa.

“] felt, looking at them yester-
day, they were 30 or 40 points
better, end I think the acore-

board showed that,” Williams
said. “We had one very good
player (Pietila)} and the rest are
marginal. For us, this was a
tremendous season.”

Hancock lost by only eight
paints during the regular season
to Claes B champion Datroit
Country Day, but the Spartans

.are a better team than the Yel-

low Jackets, according  to.
Williams.

“We've been the size before but
not a combination of size and
quickness,” he aaid. “They're
extremely athletic. In the second
half, I sat back and watched; I
was in awe.”

Mann joked in the post-game
press conference that his biggest
challenge was yet to come.

“Now we’ll go back to the hotet
and try to keep them quiet after
11,” Mann said. “That’s our
biggest task.”

have been o disnppointment that
season.”

‘The Marlins were led by senior
starters Kate McNamara, who
had 21 peints and 10 rebounds
in the final, Dianeo Dietz,
Suzanne Brown and Lynn
Yadich,

“I remember that being a sea-
soned team of all-round players
and persons,” said Baker, who at
24 was in his seccond year as
Maercy’s conch,

Bnker was the youngoat title-
wm‘mng coach in Michigan girls

ﬂ ﬂave a BLAST at B

ball history and the firet

male to coach a girls team to an
'MHSAA hoop crown.

*“We were the best team in the
state that year and the team had
great confidenco,” Baker added:
*(The players) were on a mission
from the beginning of the season
and played with great dedica-
tion.

“We had two bonafide consen-
sus all-staters on that team, and
that made coaching very easy in
most games,”

The 1982 final was perhaps
the best in tournament history
a8 Mercy overcame e 19-point

deficit entering the fourth quar-
ter to upset four-time defending
champlon Flint Nor?.hem, 81-568.

At Calihan Hall in Detroit, the
Vikinga wera up by 10 pointa
efter one period and 13 at half-
tims. When their load reached
18, Baker was forced to do some-
thing he didn't want to do —
apply a full-court press.

“We wanted to flash the press
on them occasionally, but we
absolutely didn't want to go to it.
That was our last resort,” Baker
said. *That put us into & full-
court running game, which we

H ‘The fourth-quarter
comeback was the
most exhilarating expe-
rience | have ever had
In sports ... People who
attended Kt still recall it
with wonder.’

Larry Baker

—former Mercy coach

wanted to stay out of.*

Still down by 18 with under
seven minutes to play, Mercy
ripped off 16 of the noxt 18
pointa to cut the margin to 57-53
with 3:08 remaining.

After a Northern free throw,
Amy DeMattia scored three con-
secutive baskets to give Morcy
ita first lead, 69-68, with 1:14 on
the clock. A free throw by Mary

Looking for the perfect gift for
tho holidaye? Stoﬁ by Big
App1a Bagels for Hollday Gift
g Cortificates, avallable In book-
Y lats for only $5.

Rosowski with 11 seconds iced
the win,

Sarah Basford finished with
20 points to lead Mercy, Carolyn
Burt, tho only senior atarter on
the team, added 12 and sopho-
more Aunetto Ruggiero 11.

“Wo started three sophomon:s,
a junior and a senior,” Bakor
said. "Tho parents of that tenm
wore terrifically involved in that
seagon in a positive way. Tho
whole school community got
swept up in or tournament run.
‘We were underdogs in so many
games. We were genuinely
delighted with each success.

“The fourth-quarter comebnck
wae the moot exhilarating expe-
rience I have ever had in sports.
Our young tearn worked a near-
miracle in that game. People
who nttended it still recall it
with wondor.”

Baker rotired from coaching
last r with a 881-143
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