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Vlllage Players presents hh ergy musical revue

Village Players presents “Sweet
and Hot,” a musical review of
muaic by Harold Arlen, 8 p.m.
Friday, Dec. 12-Saturday, Dec.
13, 2 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 14, and 8
p.m. Friday, Dec. 19-Saturday,
Dec, 20, at the theater, 762 Chest-
nut St. {at Woodward Avenue,
south of Maple Road), Birming
ham. Tickets $14, $12 students,
(248) 644-2075.

By HELEN ZUCKER
BPECIAL WRITKR

Tho Village Plnyera ia celebrat-
ing their 756th anniversary in
their now theater with a high
cnergy revue of “Sweet and Hot:

‘Christmas Carol’

Backstage
Puass is on break
for Detroit Pub-
lic Television's
Winterfest '87
Pledge Drive, so
you'll have to
hunt around for
“It's A Wonder-
ful Life” What a
switch! Remem-
ber a fow years
back when you
couldn’t turn on
a television be-
tween Thankegiving and New
Yenr without surfing past anoth-
er airing of “Life?” Now, it's a
great movie. Capra flexes his
directorial muscles. The acting is
strong throughout, And, as
Georgo Bailey, Jimmy Stewart
displays the enormous talent
and charisma that mado him one
of the premier actors of his era.

But it got to the point where if
1 had to listen to Zuzu singsong
her way through “Teacher says
whenever a bell rings, an angel
gets his wings” one more time,
I'd tell her what to do with her
stupid petals. I started rooting
for George to see the world and
build his bridges. Besides, Pot-
tersville looked like one swing-
ing town.

See what happened? Gross
overexposure had soured me to
one of the sweetest movies of all
time. So I got to wondering if the
same dnnger lurked in the
repoated scasonal productions of.
“A Christmas Carol.” Are we get-
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Tho Songs of Arlen.” Director Y,
Jamie Mistry, musical director
Priacilla Benson, chorcographer
Patty Ward and producer Helen
Moultrup get great sounds and
deft moves from talented singers
and a hot orchestra.

Mark Hammell, who has sung
on many atoges, opens the revue
with a jazzy version of “Sweet
and Hot." Hammaell loves being
onstage, and his larger-than-life
presence, and sheer joy in words,
movement, acting, anything to do
with the theater, adds much.
He's Barnum & Bailoy in *I Love
A Parade,” and does a great

ting to the point where audi-
ences will atart rooting for
Scrooge to stay his cold, miserly,
nasty self?

As usual, when I have a ques-
tion regarding theater, I called
on our Backstage Pass theater
correspondents to enlighten me.
This time, Gary Anderson had to
field my neurosis. “Gary,” I
asked, “why so many productions
of ‘A Christmas Carol?™

Sure, cnough, Gary had the
answeor: “It's a guarantocd
money-maker. It's a family-ori-
ented holiday experience. It's
familiar, so nobody will question
the content or subject mattor,
end at this time of year people
are looking for things to do as a
family. Alao, without dealing
with religion directly, the play
tackles issues of redemption, so
it touches on certain quasi-reli-
gious issues, which makaes it
more palatable.” Aha! A once-a-
year show with no downside.

Is it my.imagination, or it thia
the most theatrically adapted
novel of all time. “Well, you have
Cecily Tyaon doing an African-
American version. There were
two other feminine versions, one
of them with Susan Lucci. Then
there are the British film ver-
sions. The George C. Scott made-
for-TV version which was done
by CBS wasa one of the most
faithful productions to the book
that's been done in a long while

. it it’s not the most usc story,
it's one of them."

Beyond getting produced into

TRADE CENTER, INC.

OPEN EVERYDAY
_NOW THRU CHRISTMAS!

*“Come Rain or Come Shine” with
Lynette Yeager.

Yeager has a strong, marvelous
voice and doos a brooding, elec-
tric “Stormy Weather." She
broods with Kslly Janney in &
wonderful rendition of “The Man
‘That Got Away."

Janney is a ball of fire,
whether tap dancing, checrlend-
ing, ainging *I'm Doin’ It For
Defense,” or telling us “I've Got
the World On A String.” Oddly
enough, this singer with a wide
amile is at her best in Arlen's
darker songs. Janney has range.

Mark Tisdale almost steals the

show with "Last Night When We
Were Young,” and “It Was Writ.
ton In the Stara” The unassum-
ing looking Tisdalo carries these
songs easily = and knocks them
out of tho ball park. He works
well with Janney.

Jennifer Clark, who looks good
in feather boas, belts out “Down
With Love,” “Hooray for Love,”
and that golden oldie “That Old
Black Magic™ with John Picha at
the finale. Clark does funny
turns well. She delights in bits of
wickedness, and as “Lydia,” the
tattooed lady, she throws bits of
her costume te the audienco.

retains its luster

the ground, is it evon a good
play? Gary says, “That depends
on the production, and on the
script. There are several differ-
ent versions, many adaptations
for the stage. Some are more suc-
cessful than others at rendering
the best elements of the book
into an enjoyable theater experi-
ence.” How about the source
material? “The book is great, The
story itself is good.” Well, what
nbout that Pollyannaish resoluA
tion? Isn't there & growing legion
of folks getting disillusioned
with the gross commercialism of
the season?

Gary set me straight. *The
play’s message is contrary to the
way the season has gone. If you
listen carefully to the story, it's
about a man who wase busy

acquiring wealth at the expense
of having e life. His only nephew
doesn't even know him. And he
finds out at the end that it's
maore important te care about
others thon to acquire wealth,
contrary to what the world
seems to think.

“But there is a growing com-
mentary on the commercializa-
tion of the season. There's a
stage play called ‘Inspecting
Carol. It's a satire about a com-
pany that puts up ‘A Christmas
Carol’ every year. You're watch-
ing peaple who show no compas-
sion for their common man, and
yet they're doing a play where
the main theme is just that!”

OK, I'm sold! “A Christmas
Carol” is one of the season’s
great traditions,
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John Pincha is a sweet presence.
When he sings “Happy As the
Day is Long,” and Accentuate the
Poaitive,” wo believo him.

The ensemblo numbers are the
best. “Blues In The Night” is ter-
rific, and the rousing finale, a
complex arrangement of the
Arlen song overyene knows,
“Over the Rainbow” ends the

evening on the right note.

Gail Sahney and her cre
deserve kudos for all the bright !
costumes. Norm Gladstone on -
reeds, Dave Rajewski, trumpet;
Shawn Vine, guitar; Luis Sliskn,
baes; Carl Stowart on porcus- *
sion; and Priscilla Benson direct-
ing fram her piano, made th )
night “Swect & Hot.”

Baron’s beef is aged in
v od coolers equipped

addition, we grill our

SEVEN FOO‘I’BAI.I. FIELDS OF DEALERS
SEI.lING E\IERY’I’HII\IG IMAGINABI.E

COMPUTER SHOW |
DEG 1 2-13-14

ANTIQUE SHOW
DEC 12-13-14

YESTERDAY'S TREASURES,
ANTIQUES, SEXECT COLLECTIBLES,
NOSTALGIA AND VINTAGE ITEMS
Ok & Rara Books, Viciorian Futnfure, r.\nern

iass, Toys, Bocks. o
GChm.‘t gmaery Primitives, Jowelry & More!

Friday 13 sotup By, pot & de3kory pISR3ID
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MONDAY THRU FRIDAY I MONDAY THRU FRIDAY
Dec. 8th Thru Dec. 12th Dec. 15th Thru Dec. 19th
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AN ENDLESS CHOICE
OF FINE JEWELRY
GOLD * SILVER -« RINGS

SEMI-PRECIOUS STONES
CHAINS - DIAMONDS
CHARMS * EARRINGS

TURQUOISE * WATCHES

OVER 30 JEWELERS

FIGURINES
STEREOS & SPEAKERS
VIDEO GAMES
GIRLS HOLIDAY DRESSES
COLOGNE » PERFUME
FURNITURE
BEANIE BABIES
GUITARS - ART
HOUSE WARES
COLLECTIBLES
NASCAR « C.B. RADIOS
SPORTS MEMORABILIA
WESTERN BOOTS
MENS, WOMENS &
CHILDRENS CLOTHING
CANDIES & FUDGE

& MUCH MORE!

IT TAKES A HARD |
WOOD TO MAKE
A TENDER STEAK.

systems to promote tenderness naturall

2,000 degrees Fohrenheit, scaring the outside :
and sealing in all the succulent flavor. Tender
steaks, combined with a dramatic waterfront
view of Canada and impeccable service, make
the dining experience at Baron's hard to beat.

P .
BARON'S STEAKHOUSE
N fhtbf

1000 River Place, Detroit
Rescrvations recommended 259-4855

8-inch insulated maple
with special venhiunon

Prime grade stea s u
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DETROIT CHAMBER WINDS PRESENTS ITS ANNUAL

HOLIDAY |
BRASS |

CONCERT

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 14*
7:30 PM

at Christ Church Cranbrook
HOLIDAY MUSIC FEATURING:

* 11-member brass choir of musicians
from the Detroit Symphony Orchestra
and Michigan Opera Theatre

¢ audience sing-along
e the Christ Church Cranbrook Choir
Tickets may be obtained by calling

362-9329

d by BDO

coordinated.

"A great performance - vigorous, alert, cunning, and expertly
s " The Indianapelis Star

LLP and & Cooney

Package, we'll
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2300 Featherstone Road
Aubum Hills, M148326
248-334-2222

Shop For The Holidays
At The Somerset Collection.

Then Relax At The Hilton Suites.

Introducing the most fun and stress-free way totake care of alt
your holiday shopping! With our Somerset Collection Shopping

great shopping at Nordstrom, Neiman Marcus,
Saks and other wonderful boutiques and slores, then pick youup
when you're through! Afterwards, kick back in the spacious com-
fort of your own 2-room suite. Evening beverage:
reception, ful) prepared to-order breakfast, fitness
roomm and pook privileges, and Somcrset Collection
amenity are all included. For reservations, call your professionat
trave! agent, §-800-HILTONS, or the Aubum Hulls Hilton Suites at
248-334-2222. Ask fof ralc code P

drive yort to the mall for a day of
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