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Patterson
is ‘glad

to be back
to work’

By PAT MURPHY
STAYY REPORTER

He's five pounds lighter and
still a littlo sore.

But L. Brooks Patterson has
resumed his duties as Oakland
County executive on a nenrly
full-time busis after undergoing
angioplasty Dec, 1, to relicve
brcuthmgdlﬂ'cultwu

“I'm glad to be back to work,”
P told b

L. Brooks Psttarson
Oakiand County executive

week. But he was a “maybe” for
todoy's meeting of the Oakland
County Board of Commissionors,
the final seesion for 1997,

The roundtabln meeting was

of !hn 'a firat public appear-
oundtable Wed nnco sincc bmng hoswtnhz-d
at the Mict State Uni e donsn

Volunteers needed to adopt a family .

BY PAT MURPHY
BTAF? RXPORTER

Somctime tomorrow, or por-
haps ovor the weekend, the
Stove Ogg family hopes to have
its Christman shopping finished.

In that respect, Steve, wife
Julie and their kids — Kelly, 16,
Jooy, 14, and Katie, 11 - are
like thousands of other Cakland
County families enjoying the
holidays.

“We will probably have spent
a couple hundred dollara,” aaid
Ogg, the former women's softbail
coach at the Auburn Hills Cam-
pus of Oakland Community Col-
lege. *I know tho kids are spend-
ing some of their allowances.”

Unlike the other families,

Conferonce Center in Troy. “I
was always in contact with the
office, but now I'm back almoat
full time.”

Patterson rested at home after
the attack that his physician
soid could have caused serious
problems had the executive
delayed medical attention. The
time, he said, gave him time to
think . . . about his health as
well as the future of Oakland
County.

“Basieally, I'm on a diet for
life,” Patterson said, after joking
sbout eating a jelly doughnut,
but selecting a brand muffin
inatead. He washed it down with
orange juice,

“I'm down to about 220,” he
snid. “But I've got to lose a lot
more. I can eat red meat once in
a while, but no more fried chick-
en and no more French fries.”

Patterson said he had a stress
test about two wecks prior to
experiencing chest pains and dif-
ficulty breathing. “I passed with
flying colors,” he said, “and I
though I was in pretty good
shape. But apparently I waa
wrong.”

« The executive said he is sched-
uled to return to hia doctor next
week at which time he expects to
be put on a strict diet with a
tight excreise regimen.

The exocutive has no other
public mectings scheduled this

temporary basis in 1983, is a
group of businessmen who meet
in committee to advise county
govornment on business issues.

The executive said it'a so suc-
cessful, he wants to make the
roundtable permanent. “We
implemented about 46 of nearly
160 recommendations from the
roundtable,” he soid.

“This is an important pmccu.

, the Ogg family has

" never met the four people who

will receive thase gifts. The Oggs
know their names, ages and
gsome other tidbits. But they've

never met . . . and thoy don't
expect to.
‘That's part of the fun.

The Oggs are among an csti-
mated 226 families participating
in Oakland County'a “Adopt-a-
Fham:ly program, uponsurod by

he said during an
mooting prior to the regular
roundtable gathering. “Weo're
planning for the 21st,” he said,
“particularly the year 2038,
when Oakland is projected to
surpass Wayne as the most pop-
ulous county in Michigan.”

Reaction to the executive —
and the roundtable — were
favorable.

Alan M. Kiriluk of Kirco
Development Corp. in Troy has
been a member of the roundtable
from its inception. “It takes some
research and some effort,” he
said. “But I like the results, Our
recommendations didn't just go
into o Atudy that sits on a shelf
somewhere.”

*I heard so much about Mr.
Patterson and the roundtable, 1
asked to be included,” he said.

John Andorson, prcmdent af

lutions at Work in
said he wanted to bo part-of the
roundtable after hearihg good
things about it.

A Quality Life

To aschedule a tour, or for more Information.
call Sherry

Qur Qeratdc  program
provides 24 hour baslc
nursing care. Qur staff
includes RNs, LPNs, CENAs,
a fuldime recreational
therapist  and  acllvity
coordinators as well as
volunteers.

+ Cheerful semi-private rooms

* Meals by chef
(kosher meals available)

+ Barber/beauty shop

» Respite and extended stays

» 24 hour physiclan coverage

Samsoa at (810) 350-8070.

[ 26900 Franklin Rd. » Southfleld
(810) 350-8070

rmea

Task Force of tho Henlthy Peo-
ple, Healthy Oakland.

The Oggs signed up about two
weeks ago with the understand-
ing —- and requirement — they
buy and wrap gifts and other
items from the family's *neceds
list.”

The Ogg’s family lives in Pon-
tiac and consists of a single
mother and three youngsters.

But where they live and the
make up of the family doesn’t
really matter, accarding to Steve
Ogg. “They (the family) could be
from anywhere in Onkland
County,” he snid. “And it can be
a single dad with foster kida.”

What does matter, he contin-
ued, is that the adopted family
— screcned by the Oakland

County Family Services - is in
need. The Oggs know, for exam-
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ple, that the oldest child, age 9,

a coat for school,
‘ The Ogg family has alvready
“investod about four hours”
shopping for its adopted family.
“It’s kind of fun,” said Steve, “we
buy things from the list —
crayons, toye and things — and
it's beun a family prnjecc this
year”

It's more than a matter of
donating to a needy family, Ogg
said, “We feel involved with
another family,” he aaid. “We
can underatand their needs,
even if we can’t meet all of
them.”

The 7-year-old in their adopt-
ed family wanted an expcnsive
video game — something even
the Oggs — with two family
incomes and part of the kida'
allowances — wasn’t cquipped to

Licnels, the New York Central Flyer
get nunning: die-cast 4-4-2 locomotive
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19155 Merrimnn (at 7 Mite) * Livonia, MI 4815

(248) 477-0550 « Fax (248) 477-0770
Buy » Sell » Trade » Repair » All Gauges
Also open Sun. 12-5 until Christmas
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Incredible Deals on ‘97 Models

For ‘adopted’ famllies: These gifts are slated for delivery to families under the
Adopt-a-Family program in Oakland County. The families of Steve Ogg (left) Joe
Allen and Kim Hudson, all from the Auburn Hills Campus of Oakland Commun
College, are participating in the program that calls provides help for needy famil

buy.

The Oggs won't give the gifts
directly to their adopted family
~— which is finc with them. “We
don't want them embarrassed,”
he said, “and we don't want to be
embarrassed.”

By Monday, the Oggs will pre-
sent their gifts to the adopted
family’s case worker, who will
relay them to the ultimate desti-
nation.

Ogg ond his family so enjoy
shopping for their adopted fami-
ly, that he has become some-
thing of a personal spokesperson
for Adopt-n-Family.

His family experience has trig-
gered three other “adoptions.”

His mother, five brathers and

STATF PHOTO BT DORNA MCEATGHQN

wister (who have families of thait
own) adopted one family.

Ogg's colleagues at OCC -+
mcludmg janitors and lmtruu
tors in the criminal justice p|1>
gram ~ adopted another.

And the women's softball te m
adapted yet another.

“It’s not a hard sell,” uxpLuncd
Ogg, who — after stints as soft
ball coach, and athletic dirccts
— is now the facilitics managey
at the Auburn compus of OCD.
“1 just talk about the progragy,
and people want to be part of it

Even so, Oakland Family Sor-
vices needs about 50 more funir-
lies willing to adopt sonie
strangers. The contact is Shuri
Kaplan at (248) 473-1290.
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Our Gift to You.

MAKES A GREAT FAMILY GIFT!
90 Days Same As Cash
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custom upholstered furniture
is your headquarters for
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CUSTOM FURNITURE

880 S. Old Woodward » Birmingham, M1 48009 :
{248) 647-8882 (248) 647-8885 :
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