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Just opened, Jimmy Schmidt's

Smitty's Grill in Rochester is not
n caokic cutter stamp of his Tus-
can Grill formats in Southficld
und Ann Arbor. In fact, Schmidt
billn it as o “wild departure.”
- 'Pugcan implientions at
Schmidt's other restaurants may
lead one to assume an Italian-
nceented menu. Nothing could
be further from the truth.

“I use Tuscan only as a refer-
ence to Itely's Tuscany region
where wood-roasting meats is a
specialty,” Schmidt explained.
“And af the three rostaurants
I've called ‘Grills, the Rochester
location plays out the wood-
roasted themo best.”

Schmidt built Smitty's Grill
from the ground up. It was for-
merly o purkmg lat, but if you
didn’t see it in construction

Smitty's Grill

Where: 222 Main Street
(between Second and Third),
Rochester (248) 662-1600.

Hours: 6§-10 p.m. Monday-
Thursday; until 11 p.m. Fri-
day-Saturday; 3-8 p.m, Sun-

oy.

Monu: Wood-ronsted meata
are the specialty, but tho
remainder of the large menu
has inepired contemporary
dishes Americans liko to cat.
Fun kid's menu.

Cost: Cald und hot appetizers
$6-10; Salads $4-7; Seafood
$14-17; Wood-roasted special-
ties $11-17; Desserts $4-6.
Resorvations: Not accepted.
Credit carde: All majors
accopted.

Other Jimmy Schmidt

phases, then you won't r
that it was built new to look old-
world by design architect
Howard Ellman of Dynamic
Designe  in  Birmingham.
Designed by Plymouth’s Dennis
Larsson, the modern interior is
bright and engaging.

Diners can enter from cither
Main Street or a rear entrance
(designed an the main entrance
with a bright green canopy)
where there's nlso valet parking.
A colorful, playful interior is
arty, yet spenking to quality, nat-
ural materials with cherry wood
dividers, mahogany tables and
stone work, highlighted by
suphisticated, creative light fix-
tures.

“The colors are nntural food
colors,” Schmidt noted. “That's
not just blue, it's blucberry.
Green is the color of lenfy veg-
ctables. And that's pumpkin.™

It's all deliberate to showcase
the natural food preparations
created by super-chef/proprietor

B Tuscan Grill, 28666
Northwestern Highway,
Southfield (248) 360-0056

M Tuscan Grill, 314 South
Main, Ann Arbor (313) 332-

A Stelline, Somerset Collec-
tion, Troy (248) 849-0102

A Jimmy's, 123 Kercheval,
Grosse Pointe Farms (313)
886-8101

M Rattlesnake Club, Strch
River Place, Detroit (313)
567-4400

Jimmy Schmidt and his partner
Michael Schram, serving as excc-
utive chef at Smitty's Grill.
Schram has been with Schmidt
sinco his tenure at the London
Chop House in Detroit.

“I've been with Jimmy for 17
years and have gone from open-
ing oystera to executive chef and
onc of three active partners in
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the b " Schram added.

The foud concept is a concen-
tration of natural, lively, bright
flavors that explode in your
mouth. Plate presentations are
dynamic and vibrantly colorful,
Menu prices serve to emphnsizo
Schmidt’s philosophy that eating
good food need not bo a special
occasion,

Among tempting appotizors
are Gulf Shrimp, served in a
martini glass with red/yellow
salsa, similar to a cocktsil only
chunky and clean $8; or Seareds
Yollowfin Tuna, spiced, seared
raro, sliced thin, and arranged
over jicama/pepper salad

Spring roll aty& crab or shrimp -

$9, charactorizs the eclectic mix
on the menu that includes
achiote apicing and papaya
snlsn. Poached oysters in cham-
pagne with chardonnay sauce
and tons of chives $10 are a
Jimmy Schmidt signature.
Fresh-daily seafoods consist of
such tasty treats as Yellowfin
Tuna Asian Style $17 and Pick-
crel in Parchment with eranber-
ry cous cous, champagne aauce,
ronsted shallots and green veg-
etable $17. Wood-roasted fen-
tures include beef, lamb, vesl,
pork and chicken. Veal and lamb
racks aro Friday/Saturday spe-
ciale. Far thoso preferring meat-
less, salnds, pastas and pizzas
abound, in addition to o grilled
vegetable plate $11. Sldes, m
partmﬂnr

ty’s Grill'a general manager.

“Coming homo to run oune of
Jimmy Schmidt's restaurants ia
an exciting challenge,” she
remarked.

Schmidt's cxperionco with
rostaurant “no shows” has made
a no reacrvation policy neces-
sary. Seating for 200 and ample
bar room should make any wait
short and pleasant. Even if tho
wait gets a little long, the great
kid’'s menu will please young
‘diners once thoy’re sented.

In addition to a full-servico bar
with beers on tap, Schmidt hns
revolutionized restaurant by-
the-bottle wine sales. A star-
studded list of mastly California
wines states “what Jimmy pays”
tacks on a $10 mrknga and h'm

“what you pay” If you' 've
grcnned about high wine prices
in area restaurants, the pricing
at Smitty’s Grill is just $10 per
bottle over wholesale. In the
case of more expensive wines,
such a8 a 1988 Burgess Librory
Rolease Cabernet Sauvignon,
you pay $33.10 per bottle. The
{full retail-price in a wine shop is
$34.50. With more expensive
wines, the deal gets oven better.
Drinking ‘a bottle of wine in a
restaurant for less than rotail
was unthinkable. Until now!

Look for Focus on Wine on the
first and third Sunday of the
maonth in Taste. Tb leave a voice
mail for Eleanor and

BTAFY PHOTO BY JOBN BTORMIAND

in menu choices. There's ginger-
flavored swect potato purée,
mashed root vegetables plus five
different preparations of pota-
tocs.

Stophanic Kane, Rochester
Hilla resident, graduate of
Rochester Adams High School,
and armed with a 1985 Central
Michigan University business
degree with emphasis in restou-
rant/hotel management, is Smit-

° Restaurant Specials featurca
theme dinners, menu changes,
and restaurant openings. Send
netws itema to: Keely Wyganik,
Entertainment Editor, Observer
& Eceentric Newspapers, Inc.,
51 Schoolcraft, Livonia, Ml
50, or fax them to (313) 591-

279,

Gino's Restaurant - and Off
Hroadwny Productiona wifl pre-
sent lunch and dinner with
Santa along with the live musi-
cal stage show “Santa’s Froaty'
Follies,” 1 p.m. and 6 p.m. Sun-
day, Dee. 14, and Saturday-Sun-
dny, Dec. 20-21. Tickets $10 per
person, includes all you can eat
pizza, soft drinks, dessort, free
picture with Santa, gift and
show at Santin Banquet Center,

1985 Cass Lake Road, Waterford.
Call (248) 673-7739.

Cafe Venezia - (formerly Cafe
Oliverio) ia offering: dinner for
two Monday and Tucsday night,
Slg 97 includes glass of house
wibe, soup or salad, entree,
bread bosket and desaert.

-] Latin Chrhtmn Party D« 19th Io pm.-z n.m.
fraturing Benny Cruz ¥ La Buena Vida i
Mexican Appetlzers & Drinks

. Choose from veal parmigiana,

chicken cacciatore, ziti in Vodka
sauce, Eggplant Rollatini or
Broiled Whitefish Arregenate,
26938 Middlebelt (corner of 11
Milo Rond) Farmingten Hille.
Call (248) 476-1760 for reserva-
tions.

a,

AUTHENTIC MEXICA/N CUISINE

24366 Grand Rlver

CPENT DAYS (1\1)!31-1450

?’m«: uce The Scan
Wtk Mrs. Santa Claws
APPEARIING SATURDAY:
DEC.131H 8-8PM

FREE
BANQUEY ROOM
AVAILADLE FOR PARTIES,
SHOWERS, WEDOINGS, ETE.
Book Your HOLIDAY
PARTIES NOWI

NIGHTLY DINNER
SPECIALS

December Special
Complementary
SOPAPILLAS

When you mentlon thls ad

/2 OFF
BINNER

Buy 1 dinner,
2rd meal of equat of lesser
voluo 1/2 price.

.~l.'°0

Latin New Year's Eve Po
h-tur{mh best In today's Latin-American Muslc
) 2. o m Dolpenm\

lppot!zu gtk
< lw Resarvations - 21 u{d Bl

Celebration

drinks; party imors.

to the
Showcasemen
» PREMIUM BAR PKG.
= PREAKFAST

We ve Got It

NEW YEAR'S EVE
from 10 p.m. to 4 a.m.

Here On

> :

Ray Heald, dial (313) 953-2047
on a touch-tone phone, mailbox
1864,

At your service: Michael Schram, (left) and Jimmy
Schmidt at Smitty’s Grill.

MEYER JEWELERS
Chapter 11 BANKRUPTC

“Family Owned .
'S’ince 1920
"Court Ordered

Case No 97:81001.RRG

FORCED TO CLOSE 5 LOCATIONS
& CONSOL[DATE TO REMAINING STORES

Hurry ln For Hohday avmgs'

We will continue to serve your fine jewelry needs as we have since 1920

“MeverJewelers

Creating Moments to Remember

Sale Prices Good At All Locmianx

LUncoln Park Shopping Canter LINCOLN PARK (313 3819155
Eastland Center HARPER WOODS (313) 245-9395
WesHand Center WESTLAND (313) 4257476

devbbohuul NOV {810} 349-8010

Lokaskde Cetder’ STERUNG HEGHTS 1310)247-5500  Qoklond Mall TROY (810) 588-3803 %

: Belorirdod Mall ANN ARBOR (313) 761-3315 Southiond Conter TAYIOR (313)287-4250 9
et Conter DEARBORN (313) 5031440 Tol-Twalve Mall SOUTHFIELD (810) 256-3320 ?
ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED Dicousts O Ovgins bty hetk e,

x ¥ T 7



