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Drilling from page Al

sellers from page Al

West Bay'n application is
“clearly deficient”™ under city
codes for such exploration, soid
Councilman Jerry Ellis, who pre-
sented o motion to turn down the
permit. Ellis had support.

“I don't cnre how many study

ssions | have on this issue, I'm
not going to vote in favor of it,”
aaid Jon Grant, Farmington
Hills councilman.

The council unanimously
decided to table the decision
alter Moyor Aldo Vagnozzi noted
that he had told residents the
council wouldn't decide the issue
this week.

Afterward, o West Bay official
snid they'll look at their options
and whether council'a impending
denial is appropriate.

West Bay officialy continued
to dismiss fears of hydrogen sul-
fide, a by-product of oi} and gas
drilling. The Farmingtan Hitls

site is below the “sour gas”® line
where HiS is prevalent.

Such drilling at tho site would
produce no more than & trace of
the naturally occurring toxin, 1
or 2 parts per million, West Bay
officials said. Natural gas lines
into homee typically corry 4
parts per million.

City law requires that any well
producing more than 100 parts
per million be immediately ahut
down and capped.

State Rep. Andrew Raczkows-
ki snid he's talked to a scienti

company cnn force nearby reai-
dents - including those who did-
n't loaso their mineral rights — to
pay for drilling costs.if a well is

ry.

That only applies if the oil
company doesn’t have the
required amount of leasecs with-
in 40 acres of the site, said Gary
Gottachalk, West Bay vice presi-
dent. West Bay has lease agree-
ments from 60-60 residents cov-
ering 120 acres in the Hagger-
ty/Nine Mile area.

0il have th

3

with the Legisiative Services
Bureau and o Department
Environmental Quality official’
How much H:S is at the sito is
not certain, Raczkowski said.

“I have to caution, no one will
know until a well is drilled,” he
added,

The legislator also uncarthed a
state law which atipulates a

townshipa with lawsuita in order
to be nllowed to drill, said Arlin
Waseerman, Michigan Land Use
Institute president, They also
claim to be public utilitica.

“These aro tactics, not truths,”
‘Wasscrman said.

If an abundant amount of oil is
found, other drilling companies
will likely wont in an the action,
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“St. Mary Hospital offered

When 1 first thonght abot
where to bave ny baby, {was sure
of a few things: 1 didn’t want to be
noved frons room to room, I wanted my family
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My doctor tofd me abosit the new maternity
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Wasserman added. The land-
scape of the area will dramati-
cally change.

Frank Brennan of Novi spoke
of these changes. Bronnan hna
an oil well 300 yards in front of
his house and receives $29 overy
three months in royalties,

“Here's a buck,” snid Brennan,
placing a dollar bill on the podi-
um, “I'll bet neither of these gen-
tlemon (West Bay officials) in
the front row have an oil well
within 300 yards of their homes.”

“It didn't make sense in a resi-
dential area like Novi. We didn't
have the balls; We weren't
strong enough. Don't make that
same mistake. Just say ‘no.”

One Mcadowbrook resident
didn’t agree with overwhelming
public opinion,

“From listening to this, it
seems to me to be a lot of fear-
mongering and half-trutha
expressed to council here
tonight,” naid Steve Morello, u
Mendowbrook homeowners’ asso-
ciation vice president.

Royalty money will be used to
construct & sound barrier to
bulfer residents cost of I-276.
He admitted he was in the
minority among 140 homeown-
crs who are against the drilling.

“The reason [ don’t have a lot
of my homcowners hero is
becnuse they have a life,” Morel-
1o said. “They don't have time to
spend six to 12 months doing
research as these residents
have.”

Another Meadowbraok resi-
dent, Dave Heist, countered that
he does have a life.

“I have a guality life and I
want to maintain that quality of
life,” Heist said.
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drilling. The gaa produces a rot-
ten cgg smell and in heavy doses
can pose health risks,

West Bay and a geologist with
the state Department of Envi-
ronmental Quality both said H2S
ia not prevalent in this arca.

A pastor at First Church of tho
Nazarene, which is near the
drilling site, eaid his boavrd of
directora became aware of poten-
tial for HzS through a flier dis-
tributed by residents. Tho
church subsequently received
information from Weat Bay stat-
ing any traces of hydrogon sul-
fide found would not be a health
rigk.

“One is saying it'’s a problem;
the other is spying it’s not,” said
Dr. Carl Leth, who arrived after
the church board agreed to lease
it rights. “At this point, we have
made our decision. It wouldn't be
right or ethical to sell our rights
and then oppose them later in
co!

urt.

“Tho board is satisfied with
the assurances the drilling will
not pose a safety risk.”

The Meadowbrook Park subdi-
vision president understands his
neighbors' concern, but is com-
fortable with his decision to lot
West Bay drill. Other homeown-
ers in the sub roviewed the mat-
ter carefully, said Daniel
Belanger. '

Belanger worked 10 years with
Consumers Encrgy, thon Con-
sumers Power, in its Livonia
office.

“I'm familiar with gas in the
area; as for as | know, there has
never been a hydregen sulfide
leak in the area,” Belanger said.

Some information circulating
ia disconcerting for another rea-
son, though.
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*My integrity was called into
question in one of the emotional-

1y chatged lotters, which was not

oppreciated,” Belanger said. “It
made mo sound like I was selling
my soul for o few pesos or some-
thing.”

Residenta who lease their min-
eral righta receive royalties in
+ An average duci
well could return $200 a month
per acre of property, a West Bay

official aaid.
The nssociation has leased an
ecight-ncre commons area to Weat

Bay.

At Monday's public hearing, a
member of the homeowners’
association said money from roy-
altiea would possibly be used to
help construct a sound barrier to
protect residents from traffic
noise and exhaust fumes on I-
276.

Otherwise, royalty money
could be used to reduce or elimi-
nate association dues, build a
playground or tennis courts in
the commons area,

Asked why she and her hus-
band, Sal, signed over mineral
rights, Rose Khoury said, “for
improvement.”

Residenta wouldn't sign leases
if there was a known wouldn't
risk health and safety of neigh-
bors if there was scientific proof
oil drilling would rclease harm-
ful amounts of hydrogen sulfide,
Steve Morella, Meadowbrook
Park nasociation vice-president.

So far, he added, those
opposed ‘are using half-truths to
got the project shot down.

“It's not n question of right or
wrong, good or bad,” anid Morel-
ia, who spoke out at Monday's
public hearing. “It’s & question of
use of property rights.”
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Item A S. Woodward resldential-size signs (opening bid price is $40: 15

€)

Item B N. Woodward residential-size signs (opening bid price is $40: 10

available)

Item € Woodward residential-size signs (opening bld price is $40: 9

e)

Item D Hunter residential-size signs (openlng bid price s $40: 18 available)
Ttem E Tree sign (three signs on sign-post top) showing Ring
Woodward, opening bid is $60; only one

Iscell N. Woodward
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signs:

2 , S.
Woodward and Hunter (opening bid Is $60; total 13 available)
Note: Signs are actual street signs and are weathered.

How to Bid:

1. Telephone bids accepted beginning Thursday, December 4, 1997. Auction
closes at 5 p.m.

2. Auctlon by volce mail:

Monday, December 15.

3. Leave your name, day time lcvlsﬁ)hone. type of sign desired and bid amount.
| be contacted to amange for pick up in
d by date and order recelved. In the
F payments are tax deductible with
cation cfforts on Woodward in south
akland County. All winning bldders wilt be published in the Observer &
Eccentric Newspapers January 8, 1998.
Members of the Woodward Avenue Action Assoclation Board of Directors
and assoclatton employees are excluded from participation.
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il the Woodward Avenue Action Assoclation at
(248) 399-3933. You may call 24 hours a day until 5 p.m. December 15,

RdA/E. Brown/s.
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