" Troy resident hopes song
- will keep drivers sober
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Remembering mom: Savanna Garrette, 7, of Milford looks upward as-her

grandmother, Paulctte Gibson, talhs about Savanna and what it means to

their family now that she is gone. Also attending the vigil was Janet Higgin-

botham tbelow), who brought a picture of her son who was killed after grad-
uating from high school.

— BY PaT Mureay

STAFF REPORTEN

¢ resident Deborah Home-
: hoping that music —
which can reportedly sooth the
savage beast — wilfl‘)m’c a
sobering alleet on motorists this
holiday senson.

A woug Homeister wrote is
heing recorded on a compuct disc
for possible play during the yule
season,

The song, “To; Whom It May
Cancern,” was sung by Homeis-
ter nnd her daughter Nicole
Spuhn Thursday at the Condle-
fight Vigil sponsored by the Onk-

- land County Chapter of Mothers

Agninst Drunk Driving (MADD).

It was dediented to four Troy
teenagers killed earlier this year

" in two keparate crashes involve

ing drivers who had been drink-
ing, Killed were Jeremey St. Cyr,
killed in o May 24 crash in the

- Chicago uren, and Ashley East-

crbrook, Michne! D. Jamicson
and Andrew R. Stindt who were

_ killed Junc 3 in Troy.

“The spoken word will keep

. some peaple from drinking and

driving,” said Homeister, who

. Jives in the general neighborhood
, us the

families of St. Cyr,
damieson and Stindt, “But a
song will be more effective,”

The Tray High School Orches-
trn will accompany Homeister
and her daughter, who sing

*together in the Troy Baptist

Church choir. Another choir
member, Mark (lamlin, helped
with the arrangement,

“} can't read or aing from sheet
musie,” saitd Homeister, who said
she felt compelled to write the
song beesuse of the griel cused
by the untimely deaths of the
tecnsgers,

The main cefrain is 3 warning
to anyone tempted to drink wod
drive. It goes, "We want to live,
we dan't want to dic young.
Watch us as we grieve aver our
fatlen ancs. Our lives havo just
begun, we don't want to die
young.”

Homeister nnd her doughter
realize the difficulty of getting o
songg recorded und on the air.

But after they sang Thuraday,
n dive jnckey appronched and
expresned interest, said Homeins-
ter. Her song may get air time os
a public kervicen, she said.

Another radio station, WOMC-

home safely.

osponser with MADD
raject LifeRide, that pro-
transportation for
« Fve celebronts who
feel they are unable to drive
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Remembering

250 people attend annual vigil

BY PAT MURPHY
HTAY? REPORTER

Normally Dec. 11 wos n hoppy
ocension for Troy resident John
Stindt, Hig son Andrew was
born on that day, and on Thura-
day Andrew would have turned
20.

But this time John Stindt was
hurting. His son nnd two other
Troy tecnugers —Ashley Easter-
brook and Michuel Jamieson —
were killed in o car crash on
June 3.

The 1996 Pontiae Grand Am
in which they were riding was
struck broadside at Long Luke
and Crooks by a car police said
ran o stop light. The driver —
who police said bad been drink-
ing — was also killed.

Instead  of  celebrating
Andrew's birthduy, John Stindt
spent much of the day remem-
bering his gon . . . and trying to
get over the hurt inside,

Later that night, he waa onc of
about 250 people to attend the
annuol Cendlelight Vigil epon-
sared by the Qakland County
Chapter of Mothers Againust
Drunk Driving (MADD).

“I wag very emotional,” said
Robert Willett, state coordinator
of MADD. "If the people who
drink and drive could go through
this, it might make a difference,”

Willett's son Kenneth and his
twa cousing — Kelley and Dale
Esa — were killed an they were
riding in Pontiac on Oct, 20,
1988, The driver of the other
car, Reggie Rogers nf the Detroit
Lions, police said had been
drinking.

With its stained glass windows
and warm interior, the Firat
Congregational Church in Royal
Oak was an appraprinte setting
as friends and relatives celchrat-
ed their lives of victims killed in
aleohol-related crashes and
mourned their untimely deaths.

A Christmas tree in the lobby
was festooned with the tradition-
al MADD red ribbong — one for
cach of the 5565 people MADD
suid were killed in alechol-relot-
cd crashes in 1896,

“Nothing ever prepares vou for

HTASY PIHOTO BY LAWRINCE R MCKEE

Reaching out: The 250 persons at the annual vigil
sponsored by Mothers Against Drunk Driving lighted
candles to remember and urge others not to drive

drunk.

the death of a child,” said Randy
Mapes, whose stepson wan
Michacl Jamicson. “And the burt
never fully goes away; But this
(the vigil) helps.” :

In remembrance of the killed
and injured, candles were lit,
poems were read and songs were
aung,

A bell choir, “The Singing

Belle,” performed a copyright®

version of “Candle in the Wind,”
written by Elton John|in memo-
ry of the luto Princess, Diana —
also a victim of en alephol-relat-
ed car crash,

Another song, "To‘Whnm It
May Concern,” was written by
Deborah Homeister who sang it
with her daughter, Nicole
Spahn. Spahn went to Athens
High School with two of the
teens killed in June and Jeremey
St. Cyr, killed in late Moy in a
Chicago aren crasbh invalving a
drinking driver.

“They (all the victims} were
more than statiatics,” said
Michele Compton, administrator

of Oakland MADD. “They are
people we eared about nnd we'll
never forget.”

The vigil also has a therapeu-
tic function, said Compton.
“Sometime people need a good
cry,” she said, “Some make the
vigil part of their new family tra-
dition replacing the oncs that
were destroyed.”

It'a also a reminder of the dan-
gers inherent in the holiday sca-
aon, she zaid. * It's 8 dangerous
time of the year, and we urge
people agrinst drinking and
driving.”

MADD sponsors Project Lif-
cRide thet provides transporta.
tion on New Year's Eve for any-
one who feels he or she is unable
to drive home safely.

Radio station WOMC-FM —
pays for taxi rides invelved in
Project LifeRide, said Compton,
and MADD provides the volun.
teers,

Anyone interested in helping
MADD over the holidays can call
{248) 623-6233 in Oakland.

LET’EM GO WILD

Qf massage.

businesses. Let’em pick that new dress,
work of art, or that new CD, get a manicure
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Wrong color, wrong style, wrong size. Its The harder they are to please, the more you'll
casy to pick the wrong gift. That's why the liké the gift certificate.
merchants of Downtown Bimi now 'To order the BRMINGHAM GIFT
offer the perfect gift. The BRMINGHAM CERTIFICATE, simply fill in the order form
GIFT CERTIFICATE. and send or take it to the Birmingham-

Give a gift that's problem:-free! Every Bldomfield Chamber of Commerce office.
gift certificate is redeemable at over 250 Call {248) 644-1700 for additional order forms.
of Birmingham's shops, restaurants, and Gift Certificates make great stocking

stuffers and employee gifts. Stock up! i you
buy too many, you can always let yourself
go wild in Downtown Birmingham.
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