2 appointees

to new county court positions

BY PAT MURPHY
BTAYP REPORTER

The new year will bring excit-
ing challenges for two seasoned
Qakland County lawyers.

That’s when Wendy Lynn
Potts and Linda Saoud Hallmark
aro oxpected to take on thoir
now duties as Oakland County
judges.

Potts, a probate court judge,
will become a circuit court judge,
replacing Francis X. O'Brien who
retired in September.

Hallmark, who had been a
Friend of the Court referee since
1980, will roplace Potts as pro-
bate court judge,

Both were appointed to their
judicial posta by Gov. John M.
Engler Thursday (Dec. 11).

“I hadn’t submitted my name
(for cansideration),” aaid Potts,
“and my first inkling that I
might be appointed came two
days before the appointment was
announced.

*I saw the governor in Lansing
on Tuesday, and he asked if I
was interested. Of course, I said
‘yeo'”

Two days later, Potts — who
lives in Birmingham with her
husband David W. Potta — got
the governor's call.

“It’s going to be

hallenging.”

Low. In February when'the gov-
ornor appointed her aa a pro-
bate judge in recoguition of her
background that had been pri-
marily in family law.

Later in the year, Potts was
notified of yet another upcoming
challongp. Whein the Oakland
courts woro reorganized, Potta
wos named as one of seven
Jjudges to the newly created Fam-
ily Division of the Oakland Cir-
cuit Court.

The family division — created
to put mdre judicial emphasia an
family mattera like divorce cases
and custody proceedings — is

heduled to begin functioning
Jan.1. |

With hor latest appointment,
howavor, Potts will not bo part of
the Family Division. "I don't con-
sider this to be a setback,” she
said. “I want to broaden my judi-
cial experience, although I might
be intercsted in the family divi-
sion in a ¢couple years.”

Taking Potts’ place as & pro-
bate judge assigned to the Fami-
ly Division will be Hallmark,
who as n!court referee had per-
formed njany of the duties of n
probate judge.

Hallmark, also a 1977 gradu-
ate of the Wayno State Universi-
ty Law Schoo), also received the

s call Thursd,

said Wendy Potts. “I'm looking
forward to handling the criminal
cases, as well as tho civil cases.”
‘This has boen a year of sur-
prises for Potts, a 1977 graduate
of tho Wayne State School of

Suggestions
to county
merit award

BY PAT MURPEY
BTAFF REPORTER

If same of Oakland County's
employees have butterflies this
week, it's underatandable.

Some will win a trip to Hawaii,
Cancun ar Teronto.

‘There winninge are part of the
6th annual Employee Suggestion
Program (ESP) that has report-
edly save more than $3 million
since being initiated five years
ngo.

ESP was initiated by County
Exccutive L. Brooka Patterson
who calls it one of tha most auc-
cessful innovationa of his admin-
istration. “We save monoy by
tapping ocur most precious
resource: the men and women of
Oakland County,” the executive
has snid repeatedly.

Over the last five yenra, 944

i have been submit.
ted, according to Jennifer Mason
of the county personnel depart-
ment. While cach ono was appre-
ciated, 147 were deemed worthy
of review, she said, and the
employeea who submitted them
received $50 each.

Of those, 88 suggestions have
been implomented, with 22 wait-
ing to be put in place, Mason

said.

One of those came from Mau-
reen G. Code of the county's
equalization department, Hor
suggestion — standardizing
some of the forms related to
property tax asseasmonts —
saven an estimated $34,000 and
won her a trip to Toronto.

“It was oxciting,” said Code,
referring to the suspense lending
up to the naming of the winners.

Code, an employee for 24
years, does not have a suggos-
tion undor consideration this
year. “I'm still going to the ban-
quet,” she gaid. “It's a lot of fun.”

“The winners are a closely
guardod seecret,” anid Mason,
*“They have been notified individ-
ually, but other information is
confidential” to add to'the excite-
ment.

This year, 18 suggestions have
boen implemented, and the peo-
plo who submitted them eligible
for tho tap prizos.

The top threo winnors can

take the trip, or the cash equiva-
Ient. Six other winners got $600
cach. .
Money for the prizes docs not
como from tax funds, ompha-
nized Patteraon, That money is
raised through fund raisers like
the ESP golf outing.

The banquet is at 11:30 a.m.
Friday at the Northfield Hilton,
5600 Crooks Road in Troy. Tick-
cts are 8156 each.

“Actually my husband (Robert,
also a lawyer) got the call at his
office,” she said. She was at a
luncheon 'with her staff, and hor
husband tontacted her.

The conversation with Engler

was briof. She had wanted to be
a judge for some time, and it did-
n’t take long to make up her
mind,

“It waan't the only goal in my
life,” Hallmark said. “But I had
submitted my name for consider-
ation, and I did want the job.”

In 1980, Hallmark ran for the
Michigan Court of Appeals and
won her primary. She lost in the
general to Tom Fitzgerald.

Hallmark carried Oankland
county, hut most of the other 10
counties in the judicial region
went to her opponent.

Whilo it’s never fun te loae,
she said sho docan’t regret the
experience of a hotly contested
election. I met a lot of great peo-
ple,” said Ballmark, who lives in
Bloomfield Hills.

Hallmark also sees challenge
in her new position . . . as well as
the potential for accomplishing
something important.

The new family division is an
important restructuring of the
court system, she said, perhaps
the most important in the last
contury. “It's going to be new,
different and challenging for
overyone,” she said.

“But it can also be rewarding.”

Both Potts and Hallmark will
be up for olection next Novem-
ber, to fill their respective unex-
pired terms of office, They are
also expected to run in Novem-
ber 2000, when those terms
expire.
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New posts: Wendy Potts (left), former probate court judge, has been appointed to cir-
cuit court to fill the post left vacant by the resignation of Francis X. O'Brien. Linda
Hallmark (right) has been appointed to probate court to fill Potts’ vacant position.

OU to host
Chrysler
chair as
speaker

Robert J. Eaton, chairman of
Chrysler Corporation, will
deliver tho keynote address at
Qakland University's sixth
annual Kesper of the Dream
Banquet on Feb. 19,

legacy of the late civil rights
leader, Martin Luther King Jr.

Keeper of the Dream scholor-
ships will bo awarded to out-
standing Oakland students for
demonstrating strong citizen-

The b a cul

ship, ond leader-

to OU's obaervation of African
American Celebration Month,
Jan. 19 to Feb. 20, honors the

ship in breaking down cultural
stereatypos and in promoting
interracial understanding.

- Wejust
invented
one more

way to
get you
intoa

Dodge

| Caravan.

The terrific ease and versatility of Dodge Caravan is

B something you can really get into.
P You can get into its available driver-side sliding door; for

instance. You can get into the 32 more cubic feet of room, compared to
the previous model. And you can definitely get into the fact that Dodge

Caravan has just been named a Consumers Digest 1998 “Best Buy.”
Now we're making Caravan even more inviting. With up to $1,000

cash back. Hey, you've got to get into that.

For siill more info, call 1-500¢-A-DODGE or visit our Web site at www.dadodge.com

*$750-51.000 cash back. depending on model.  Always use seat belts. Remember a backacat is the aaless place for children. -




