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Did parents know about alcohol?

Alexander, parents of a 17-year-
old Farmington High School
senior, *I'm surprised it's going
to trinl,” he added.

BY RICHARD PEARL
BTAFF WRITER

Although the jury trial of two
Farmington parents charged
with hosting a tcen-ago beer-
drinking party in their house
won't begin until February, the
war of words between the oppos-
ing attorneys was in full swing
Tuesday.

“That's ridiculous,” fumed
Oakland County Assistant Pros-
ccutor Justin Davis when told of
defense attorney Rohn Mitchell's
statement thot his clients “did

ton, who set the date for 9 a.m,
Feb. 9.

The tria) is the result of an
Oct. 25 incident in which Farm-
ington police, responding to an
anonymous eall about a loud

Mitchell’s request for a jury
trial was granted Monday after-
noon during a pretrial hearing
before Judge Murla Parker of the
47th District Caurt in Farming-

not know about the drinking.”

party, came to the Regency
address in the Chatham Hills

Suid Davis: “As far as I'm con-
cerned, there’s no way these par-
ents couldn't have known.”

Daviy said there's certainly
envugh evidence to prosecute
Michelle Griffith and Kevin

subdivision about 11:30 p.m. and

than 100 teens at the party.
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found a crowd estimated at more

Palice reporta said party-goers
paid $6 cach to come in and

“drink us much as they wanted.”
Officers wound up filing mis-
demeanor charges of “furnishing
alcoholic beveragos to minora
under aga 21" againat the
youth’s mother, Griffith, and his
stepfather, Alexander,

The charge carrica o maximum
penalty per person of 80 days in
Jjail ond a $500 fine.

At the time, the parcnts
denied to palice that such bever-
ages wore being consumed in
their house,

Mitchell, a Southficld-based
nttorney, said Tueaday, “the
question here is whether or not
the parents knew there were
teens” drinking in the home.

“My clients’ position ia that
they did not know about the
drinking, but that when it came
to their sttention, they did

everything in their power to.

safeguord the kids.” He added he
didn't think “the police arc going
to be able to prgve” the parents
knew.

The attorncy said the central
issue ia bigger than that, howev-
er. Claiming the trigl relates *“to

* o lot more than just this couple,”

Mitcholl said hia clionts “are

being put in the situation that

many, many other parenta could
be placed in® - being held
rosponsible for teens who come
to a party intoxicated, then leave
and get arrested.

“Police are demanding that
parents have to sit in the base-
ment and menitor what's in their
(the teen-ngers' drinking) cups,”
Mitchell continued.

He said the party “got out of
hand in terms of the large num-
bers” of teens prosent in part
because the couple’s son “is a
well-known kid, has n great
grade point average and is very
papular®

Furthermere, he said, Griffith
and Alexander “shut it off, closed
the doors.” Then Alexander, the
stepfather, “tried to get kids to

Springbrook gets water

Some say policy was ignored, it's too costly, wells are fine

BY LArnY O'CONNOR
STAFY Warmza

Residents in a Farmington
Hills subdivision are getting
city water — whether they like
it or not.

Some 20 out of 38 residents
in Springbrook subdivision
east want to tap into city
water on an 11 Mile main and
signed a petition stating their
support. However, the petition
was submitted 10 days after
the city’s recommended 60-doy

period.

Those opposed to the water
main and its $10,000 asscss-
ment por resident say the
oxtra time allowed to collect
signatures is unfair,

They won't sec any appre-
ciable value in their homes
with tha water moin improve-
ment, which will cost an eati-
mated $383,600. More 80, thoy
say their well water is fine.

To prove his point, a Spring-
brook resident held up two
bottles of secmingly pristine
water to council. One was
from his well; the other was
fram the city hall fountain.

*You can’t tell the differ-
ence,” Bill Safran said.

Farmington Hills City
Council members went with
the flow and voted in favor of
setting up a specinl asscas-
ment district at Monday's
meeting. Howover, the council
added a stipulation that
nllowa residents until 4:30
p.m. Friday, Deoc. 26, to
change their vote in writing.

The motion passed with
Councilwoman Vicki Barnett
disscnting.

“We can’t agk ono group to
play by the rules and not the
other,” Barnett said.

e

H ‘We can't ask one group to play by the
rules and not the other.’

Vicki Barnett

Hills lwoman

At least five signatures were
acquired after the deadline,
which gave the projoct o
majority needed to go shend.
That's troubling, Barnett eaid.

The 60-day poriod is a
guideline, not a law, said John
Donohup, city attorney. It's up
to the council whether to
accopt the petition aa is, he
added. Councilwoman Nancy
Bates suggested tacking on
another 10-day extension.
*“That's a just way in my
mind,” Bates said.

Residents against the water
main wanted the project
delayed another year, which is
required when a majority of
homeowners are not in favor.

I believe a policy is a poli-
cy,” said Springbrook resident
Habali Mouin.

Those in favor want better
water,

They say their well water is
vusty, smells and tastes funny.
Some are troubled by pub-
lished reparta of arsenic being
found in other wella,

Further delays will only
cause the cost to go up, they
add. .

“Frankly, I'm tired roplacing
dishwashers and toilets and
other items affected by what
comes out of the well,” said
George Curran.

Unlike longtime residents
against the project, Fred
Belshaw said he's recently
moved in.

“The last thing I want to do
ia spond $10,000 on a house [
just bought,” Belshaw snid.

“Water is supposed to be clear -
and not have a taste. Mino

doca.”

“We're getting to the change
of the century. We need to
change with the times. We're
not living up north. It's a com-
modity that everyone should
have in their house.”

A Springbrook resident
explained the petition delsy,
saying she “sat on” the aigna-
tures while waiting to collect
more from homeowners away
on vacation. Another resident
collected five signatures and
turned it in.

Council members wero
caught off guard about the
delay.

*“I'm not making excuses,
but we didn’t know about this
until tonight,” Mayor Aldo
Vagnozzi aaid.

Testimonials about the need
for city water swayed at least
one property owner, who eaid
he was signing onto the pro-
ject. He owns two property
parcels, which would push the
number up to 22 homeowners
in favor of the water main
along Springbrook Drive from

Brookview to 11 Mile,
“The reality of it is people’a
wells are going to die,” Bernie

Platt said. “Sooner or later,
we're going to have to hook
into the water system.”

Please sce PARTY, A4 “
EWEL
ALLERY Bﬁmmg&q.g?hsewer %

hursday
480000210 Parodecal porlage paid ®1. Demungnam, 1 40090910 Send address changes lo
e var & Ecomm® | Newipapers 805 £ baoie’ Bumngram Ll 44000-0010, Teiohons B44-1100

Livonia Mall » 7 Mile & Middlebelt (near Sears)
(248) 471-5007 i

SUBICRPTION RATES.

.'Featuring Authentic Thai Dishes

ont VA O Conam L ik w0 » LUNCH SPECIALS FROM 11-4 PM
terssianas . . oarcoor. 228 » CARRY QUT & CATERING AVAILABLE
al yourty §2500 Cocktails Now Available
phavi-kiep e it "’""‘n'.“&’.‘a’".fz"" Ond foe Femegen I (4309 030 6633 Orchard iy ;ﬂ;‘zﬁiwz‘:ml : Sbopping Ctr.
...... e M B ks H S Semrisasoac st ssowsde Son, | HOURS: Mon-Thus. 11 AM-10 P, Pri. & Sac, 11 AM-1) P, Sum. 129 PI

> Newsroom fax:
> Nightline/Sports: 313:953-214)
»= Reader Comment Line: 313-953-2042
> Classified Advertising: 313-591-0900

» Display Adverlisil 313-591-2300
» Home Delivery: 248-901-4716
» Cable TV Wecekly: 313-953-2190

HoMmeLINE: 313-953-2020
R s e eeve
developments in your area.
» Free real estate seminar
information.
» Current mortgage rates.

+ CrassiFieD AFTER HOuRs: 313-591-0900

Place classified ads at your convenience,

. <% CIRCULATION AFTER HouRS
. OaxtaND COUNTY: 248-901-4716

» If you have a question about home delivery or of you did nat reccive

. yous paper, please call one of our customer service representatives
- ! during the following hours:

-2 SUNDAY: 8 A - NoON
2% MONDAY THRU FRIDAY: 8:30 AM - 5:30 PM R
1 Request sUk<criptions at yout convenience. : . HE

Fax LiNE: 313-953-2288
U can Use a MasterCard. or Visatio access the -o(fowin%
nformation from our classified ads. This service is available by
< noon Wednesday and Friday:
<> o Item No. 9402: Looking for a place to rent or someone to
| share an apattment with? Get a listing of our rental
- classifieds. Cost: $5.95.
* » Item No. 9800; Recreation: boats, motorcycles, campers,
airplanes, etc. Cost: $5.95
« Item No, 9822: Vchicles: Used trucks, vans and all
makes of automobiles. Cost: $39.95

O&E ON-LINE: 248-644-1100
> You Can atcess On-LIve Wil just about any communications
software—PC or Macintosh. On-Line users can:
« Send and receive unlimited email.
« Access all features of the Internet—Telnet, Gopher, WWW
and more.

 Read electronic editions of the Observer & Eccentric, We extend to all
s Chat wilh users across town or across the country.

55 1  cou the best wishes of this season that means so much to us.
If you need help signing on to our service, just call the

O & £ On-Line Hotline: 313-953-2266 PR R
PHOTO REPRINTS: 313-591-0500 UL =

= Urder feprints of piciures that have been taken by our it L
photographers: . :
o Provide the publication date, page number, and description RPN
of the picture, which must have been published within the oo .
past 6 months, REAL ESTATE DEVELOPMENT & PROPERTY MANAGEMENT © 225 MERRILL ST. ® BIRMINGHAM, MICHIGAN #646-7500

« $20 for the first print, $7.50 for each additional print paid in
—
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...and the world has never been the same since. True, then, as now, inany
did not recognize the gift, and others failed to sce the importance of it, and
some even responded with contempt. But to multitudes that one gift has
been life's focal point. It has to us.

The gift? Jesus Christ
The giver? Almighty God
The event? Today we call it Christmas.
" And it all happened in Bethlehem in Judea almost 2,000 years ago.
Today He remains the world's greatest gift.

INDORPORATEO

advance (check or credit card).

_ @he Furmington Observer
Eac SN -

Rataghim
Phse
 Apmryments, Clioe & it Beips.

e s o



